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Understanding Chicago Citation Examples for Indirect
Quotes

chicago citation examples for indirect quotes are crucial for academic and professional writing,
ensuring proper attribution and avoiding plagiarism. An indirect quote, also known as a paraphrase or
summary, rephrases the original author's ideas in your own words. While it doesn't involve verbatim
copying, it still requires acknowledgment of the source. This comprehensive guide delves into the
nuances of citing indirect quotes in Chicago style, covering both the author-date and notes-
bibliography systems. We will explore the essential components of an accurate citation, providing
clear examples for various source types and clarifying common misconceptions. Mastering these
Chicago citation examples for indirect quotes will significantly enhance the credibility and integrity of
your research.
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The Chicago Manual of Style: An Overview

The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) is a widely respected style guide offering comprehensive
recommendations for manuscript preparation and citation. It provides two primary citation systems:
the author-date system and the notes-bibliography system. Both systems aim to ensure clarity,
consistency, and accuracy in referencing sources. Understanding the fundamental differences and
applications of each system is the first step toward correctly implementing Chicago citation examples
for indirect quotes. Writers often choose a system based on their academic discipline or the specific
requirements of their publisher or institution.



The author-date system is favored in many social sciences and natural sciences. It utilizes
parenthetical in-text citations that include the author's last name and the year of publication. The
notes-bibliography system, more common in humanities disciplines like literature, history, and art
history, uses numbered footnotes or endnotes for in-text citations and a bibliography at the end of the
work. Regardless of the system chosen, the core principle of acknowledging source material remains
paramount when dealing with indirect quotes.

Chicago Author-Date System: Citing Indirect Quotes

In the Chicago author-date system, paraphrased or summarized ideas from a source are cited directly
within the text using parenthetical citations. These citations typically follow the sentence or clause
containing the borrowed idea. The basic format for an indirect quote in the author-date system is
(Author Last Name Year, Page Number). The inclusion of the page number is generally recommended,
especially for longer works or when referring to a specific idea, though it can sometimes be omitted if
the entire work is being referenced and the idea is broadly discussed.

For instance, if you are paraphrasing a concept from John Smith's 2020 book on urban planning, and
the idea is discussed on page 45, your in-text citation would appear as (Smith 2020, 45). If you are
referring to the general argument of the book without focusing on a single page, you might write
(Smith 2020). The corresponding entry in your reference list at the end of your paper must include full
publication details for the source, enabling readers to locate it easily. This direct link between in-text
citations and the reference list is a hallmark of the author-date system and crucial for all Chicago
citation examples for indirect quotes.

Citing Multiple Authors in Author-Date

When citing indirect quotes from works with multiple authors, the format adjusts slightly. For two
authors, you include both last names connected by an ampersand: (Smith & Jones 2021, 112). For
three or more authors, you cite the first author's last name followed by "et al.": (Davis et al. 2019,
78). This "et al." convention, meaning "and others," keeps the in-text citations concise while still
crediting the source accurately.

Citing Organizations or Corporate Authors

If the source is attributed to an organization or corporate body rather than an individual author, you
use the organization's name in the citation. For example, if you are paraphrasing information from a
report by the World Health Organization, the citation might look like (World Health Organization 2022,
34). It is important to use the full name of the organization as it appears on the title page unless a
well-known abbreviation is universally accepted and has been established earlier in your text.



Chicago Notes-Bibliography System: Citing Indirect
Quotes

The notes-bibliography system employs numbered footnotes or endnotes to direct readers to the
source of information. When you paraphrase or summarize an idea, you place a superscript number at
the end of the sentence or clause containing the borrowed material. This number corresponds to a
note at the bottom of the page (footnote) or at the end of the document (endnote). The first time a
source is cited, the note provides full bibliographic details. Subsequent citations of the same source
use a shortened form.

For example, if you paraphrase an idea from Sarah Lee's book, published in 2018, and it's the first
mention of this source, your note might read: 1. Sarah Lee, The Art of Writing (New York: Academic
Press, 2018), 56. If you refer to the same source again later in your paper, the note would be
abbreviated: 2. Lee, Art of Writing, 102. This system provides detailed information for each instance
of reference, offering a rich context for the reader and ensuring meticulous Chicago citation examples
for indirect quotes.

Footnotes vs. Endnotes

The choice between footnotes and endnotes is largely a matter of preference or publisher's
guidelines. Footnotes appear at the bottom of the page where the reference occurs, offering
immediate context. Endnotes are compiled at the end of the chapter or the entire document. Both
serve the same primary function: to provide detailed citation information for the content presented in
the text, including paraphrased ideas. When using the notes-bibliography system, the bibliography at
the end of the paper lists all sources cited, typically in alphabetical order by author's last name.

Shortened Notes for Subsequent Citations

After the initial full citation in a note, subsequent references to the same work are shortened. This
prevents repetitive full bibliographic entries. The shortened note usually includes the author's last
name, a shortened title (if necessary to distinguish between multiple works by the same author), and
the page number. For example, if you cited Lee's The Art of Writing previously, a later note might be:
5. Lee, Art of Writing, 150. This efficiency is a key feature of the notes-bibliography system and is vital
for accurate Chicago citation examples for indirect quotes.

Key Elements of a Chicago Citation for Indirect Quotes

Regardless of whether you use the author-date or notes-bibliography system, certain core elements
are essential for accurate Chicago citation examples for indirect quotes. These elements ensure that
your reader can identify and locate the original source of the information you have paraphrased or
summarized. Failing to include these components can lead to incomplete citations and potential
accusations of plagiarism.



The primary elements include:

Author's Name: The full name of the author(s) or the name of the organization.

Publication Year: The year the source was published.

Title of the Work: The full title of the book, article, website, or other source.

Publication Information: This varies by source type but can include the city of publication,
publisher, journal title, volume, and issue numbers, or URL.

Page Number: The specific page or range of pages where the idea was found. This is crucial for
indirect quotes to pinpoint the origin of the thought.

Ensuring all these details are present and formatted correctly is the bedrock of good academic
practice and is central to providing effective Chicago citation examples for indirect quotes.

Common Source Types and Their Chicago Citation
Examples for Indirect Quotes

The specific format for Chicago citation examples for indirect quotes will vary depending on the type
of source material you are referencing. Below are examples for some of the most common source
types, illustrating both the author-date and notes-bibliography systems.

Books

When paraphrasing from a book, you need to provide author, year, title, and publication details. For
the author-date system, the in-text citation is (Author Last Name Year, Page). For the notes-
bibliography system, the first note is comprehensive, and subsequent notes are shortened.

Author-Date Example:

In-text: (Johnson 2019, 77)

Reference List Entry: Johnson, Michael. 2019. The History of the Internet. London: Digital Publishing
House.

Notes-Bibliography Example:

First Note: 1. Michael Johnson, The History of the Internet (London: Digital Publishing House, 2019),
77.

Subsequent Note: 2. Johnson, History of the Internet, 115.



Journal Articles

Journal articles often have multiple authors and are found in specific volumes and issues. Accurate
citation is key for tracking scholarly work.

Author-Date Example:

In-text: (Chen & Patel 2020, 150)

Reference List Entry: Chen, Li, and Anya Patel. 2020. "Renewable Energy Trends in Southeast Asia."
Journal of Environmental Studies 45, no. 2: 145-165.

Notes-Bibliography Example:

First Note: 1. Li Chen and Anya Patel, "Renewable Energy Trends in Southeast Asia," Journal of
Environmental Studies 45, no. 2 (2020): 150.

Subsequent Note: 2. Chen and Patel, "Renewable Energy Trends," 158.

Websites and Online Articles

Citing online sources requires attention to the author (if available), title, website name, and URL,
along with an access date.

Author-Date Example:

In-text: (Garcia 2023)

Reference List Entry: Garcia, Elena. 2023. "The Future of Remote Work." Business Insights Daily.
Accessed October 26, 2023. https://www.businessinsightsdaily.com/remoteworkfuture.

Notes-Bibliography Example:

First Note: 1. Elena Garcia, "The Future of Remote Work," Business Insights Daily, accessed October
26, 2023, https://www.businessinsightsdaily.com/remoteworkfuture.

Subsequent Note: 2. Garcia, "Future of Remote Work."

Paraphrasing vs. Direct Quoting: When to Use Each

Understanding when to paraphrase and when to use a direct quote is fundamental to effective
academic writing and proper citation. While both require attribution, they serve different purposes
and are implemented differently in your text.

Paraphrasing, or indirect quoting, involves rephrasing the original author's ideas, arguments, or
information in your own words and sentence structure. You should paraphrase when:

You want to integrate the essence of an author's idea smoothly into your own narrative.



The original wording is not particularly impactful or memorable.

You need to explain a complex idea in simpler terms for your audience.

You are summarizing a longer section of text.

Direct quoting, on the other hand, involves using the author's exact words, enclosed in quotation
marks. You should use direct quotes sparingly and strategically when:

The original wording is particularly precise, eloquent, or significant.

The author's specific phrasing is central to your argument.

You are analyzing the language or style of the original author.

The quote is short and can be seamlessly incorporated into your sentence.

Both methods demand accurate Chicago citation examples for indirect quotes or direct quotes,
respectively, to maintain academic integrity. The key difference in citation is how the borrowed
material is presented: in your own words with paraphrasing, or verbatim with direct quoting.

Avoiding Plagiarism with Accurate Citations

Plagiarism is a serious academic offense, and understanding how to properly cite all source material,
including indirect quotes, is your primary defense against it. Plagiarism occurs not only when you
copy text verbatim without attribution but also when you present someone else's ideas, whether
paraphrased or summarized, as your own. Meticulous attention to Chicago citation examples for
indirect quotes is therefore non-negotiable.

To avoid plagiarism:

Always cite your sources, even when you are paraphrasing or summarizing. If an idea or piece
of information is not common knowledge and you learned it from a specific source, you must
cite it.

Ensure your paraphrases genuinely rephrase the original in your own words and sentence
structure. Do not simply change a few words here and there.

Keep track of all your sources as you research. Note down the author, title, publication details,
and specific page numbers for every piece of information you might use.

When in doubt, cite. It is always better to over-cite than to under-cite.

By diligently applying the principles of Chicago citation examples for indirect quotes, you demonstrate
respect for intellectual property and build a foundation of trust with your readers.



Best Practices for Chicago Citation Examples for
Indirect Quotes

To ensure your citations are accurate, consistent, and effective, adhering to certain best practices is
highly recommended when using Chicago citation examples for indirect quotes. These practices not
only improve the quality of your work but also streamline the citation process itself.

Consider these best practices:

Consistency is Key: Whichever system you choose (author-date or notes-bibliography), stick to
it throughout your entire document. Do not mix and match elements from both.

Consult the Latest Edition: Always refer to the most recent edition of The Chicago Manual of
Style for the most up-to-date guidelines and examples, as they can evolve.

Use Citation Management Tools Wisely: Software like Zotero, Mendeley, or EndNote can help
manage your sources and generate citations, but always double-check their output against the
CMOS guidelines.

Understand Your Audience and Field: While CMOS offers flexibility, be aware of specific
requirements within your discipline or institution, as they may have preferences or mandates.

Prioritize Clarity: The ultimate goal of any citation system is to make it easy for your reader to
find and verify your sources. Ensure your citations are clear, complete, and unambiguous.

Proofread Carefully: Typos and minor errors in citations can detract from your credibility.
Proofread your in-text citations and your bibliography or reference list meticulously.

By integrating these best practices, you can confidently and correctly implement Chicago citation
examples for indirect quotes in all your writing endeavors.

FAQ

Q: What is the primary difference between paraphrasing and
direct quoting in Chicago style?
A: The primary difference lies in how the source material is presented. Paraphrasing (indirect quoting)
involves rephrasing the author's ideas in your own words and sentence structure, while direct quoting
uses the author's exact words, enclosed in quotation marks. Both require proper citation according to
Chicago style.



Q: Do I always need to include a page number when citing an
indirect quote in Chicago style?
A: In the author-date system, including the page number for indirect quotes is highly recommended,
especially when referencing a specific idea or fact from a particular section of the source. While it can
sometimes be omitted if you're broadly referencing the entire work, it is generally best practice to
include it for clarity. In the notes-bibliography system, page numbers are always included in the
notes.

Q: What happens if I forget to cite an indirect quote in my
Chicago-style paper?
A: Failing to cite an indirect quote, or any borrowed material, is considered plagiarism. This can have
serious academic consequences, ranging from a failing grade on the assignment to expulsion from an
institution. Accurate citation is essential for academic integrity.

Q: How do I cite an indirect quote from a source with no
author listed?
A: If a source has no author, you generally use the title of the work in place of the author's name in
your citation. For example, in the author-date system, it might look like (History of Chicago 2015, 45).
In the notes-bibliography system, the title would begin the note.

Q: Can I use an abbreviation for an organization's name in my
Chicago citation examples for indirect quotes?
A: You can use an abbreviation for an organization's name if the abbreviation is widely recognized and
has been defined earlier in your text. However, for the initial citation, it is best to use the full name of
the organization to ensure clarity and proper attribution.

Q: When should I use the author-date system versus the
notes-bibliography system for Chicago citations of indirect
quotes?
A: The choice often depends on your academic discipline or the specific requirements of your
publisher. The author-date system is common in the social sciences and natural sciences, while the
notes-bibliography system is more prevalent in the humanities.

Q: How do I cite an indirect quote from a website in Chicago
style?
A: For websites, you typically cite the author (if available), the title of the specific page or article, the
name of the website, and the URL. It's also recommended to include an access date. For example:
(Smith 2023) or a full note with URL and access date in the notes-bibliography system.
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