chicago citation examples for images

The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) provides a robust framework for citing various sources, and correctly
attributing images is crucial for academic integrity and avoiding copyright infringement. This
comprehensive guide will delve into detailed chicago citation examples for images, covering different
scenarios and common challenges. Understanding these examples ensures that your visual sources are
properly credited, whether they are photographs, illustrations, charts, or artwork. We will explore the
essential components of a Chicago-style image citation, the differences between notes and bibliography
entries, and how to handle images found in various locations like books, websites, and databases. Mastering

these citation practices is vital for students, researchers, and anyone presenting visual information.
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Understanding the Core Components of a Chicago Image Citation

Regardless of whether you are using the notes-bibliography or author-date system, Chicago style requires
specific pieces of information to create a complete citation for an image. These components help your
readers locate the original source and understand the context from which the image was drawn. The
fundamental elements typically include the creator's name, the title of the image, the date of creation, and
the source where you accessed it, along with page numbers or access dates if applicable. Consistency in

applying these elements is key to a well-organized and credible work.

The Creator of the Image

Identifying the creator of the image is paramount. This could be an artist, photographer, illustrator, or the
organization responsible for its creation. If the creator is unknown, you can state "Unknown" or the name of
the collecting institution. For photographs, the photographer is usually credited. For artwork, the artist's
name is essential. In cases where an image is part of a larger work, like a book illustration, the primary
creator of the book might be cited in conjunction with the image's creator, or the image creator might take

precedence depending on the context.



The Title of the Image

The title of the image is the next critical piece of information. This is often the title given by the creator,
but if no formal title exists, you may provide a descriptive title in square brackets. For example, if you are
citing a photograph that has no title, you might describe it as "[Photograph of the Chicago River in winter]".
This descriptive title helps readers understand what the image depicts, especially if the original title is

obscure or non-existent. Ensure the title is accurately transcribed as it appears in the source.

Date of Creation

The date the image was created is crucial for establishing its historical context and originality. This could be
a specific year, a range of years, or even a more precise date if available. For historical photographs or
artworks, the creation date helps place the visual within its historical period. If the creation date is not
known, you can use "n.d." (no date) or the approximate date of creation if it can be reasonably estimated.

Always strive to find the most accurate date possible from reliable sources.

Source of the Image

The source of the image tells your reader where you found it. This is a vital piece of information for
verifiability. The source could be a book, a journal article, a museum collection, a website, a digital archive,
or a database. When citing the source, you need to provide enough detail for the reader to find it. This
includes the title of the larger work (e.g., book title, website name), the publisher, the publication date, and

page numbers if applicable. For online sources, the URL and access date are also important.

Chicago Citation Examples for Images: Notes-Bibliography
System

The notes-bibliography system in Chicago style requires you to cite sources both in footnotes or endnotes
and in a bibliography at the end of your work. Image citations follow this dual structure. Notes provide
immediate attribution, while the bibliography offers a consolidated list of all sources used. The specific
format of notes and bibliography entries can vary slightly depending on the type of image and where it

was found.

Footnote/Endnote Examples

Footnotes and endnotes are used to cite individual sources. For images, these notes should be concise but

informative. Here are some common scenarios:



¢ Image from a Book:
1. Artist Name, "Title of Image," in Title of Book, ed. Editor Name (Place of Publication: Publisher,
Year), page number.
For example:
1. Grant Wood, "American Gothic," in Grant Wood: The Making of an American Icon (New York:
Penguin Books, 2005), 78.

¢ Image from a Website:
2. Photographer Name, "Title of Photograph," accessed Month Day, Year, URL.
For example:
2. Ansel Adams, "Moonrise, Hernandez, New Mexico," accessed October 26, 2023,

https://www.anseladams.com/moonrise.

¢ Artwork in a Museum Collection:
3. Artist Name, "Title of Artwork," Year of Creation, Medium, Dimensions, Museum Name, City,
State.
For example:
3. Vincent van Gogh, "Starry Night," 1889, oil on canvas, 73.7 cm x 92.1 cm, The Museum of Modern
Art, New York.

o Illustration in a Journal Article:
4. Illustrator Name, "Title of Illustration,” in Author of Article, "Title of Article," Title of Journal
Volume, no. Issue (Year): page number.
For example:
4. John Smith, "Diagram of Photosynthesis,"” in Jane Doe, "The Process of Photosynthesis," Journal of
Botany 15, no. 2 (2022): 115.

Bibliography Examples

The bibliography is an alphabetical list of all sources cited in your paper. Image citations in the bibliography
generally follow a similar structure to the notes but are formatted for a list, often omitting page numbers

where they are not essential for locating the entire work.

¢ Image from a Book:
Wood, Grant. "American Gothic." In Grant Wood: The Making of an American Icon, 78. New York:
Penguin Books, 2005.

¢ Image from a Website:
Adams, Ansel. "Moonrise, Hernandez, New Mexico." Accessed October 26, 2023.

https://www.anseladams.com/moonrise.



e Artwork in a Museum Collection:

Van Gogh, Vincent. "Starry Night." 1889. Oil on canvas, 73.7 cm x 92.1 cm. The Museum of Modern
Art, New York.

e Illustration in a Journal Article:

Smith, John. "Diagram of Photosynthesis." In Jane Doe, "The Process of Photosynthesis,” Journal of
Botany 15, no. 2 (2022): 115.

Chicago Citation Examples for Images: Author-Date System

The author-date system, commonly used in some academic disciplines, uses in-text citations that include the
author's last name and the year of publication. The reference list at the end of the paper provides full details
for each source. When citing images, the principles remain the same, but the formatting adapts to the

author-date structure.

In-Text Citation Examples

In-text citations in the author-date system are brief and direct the reader to the full entry in the reference

list. For images, they typically include the creator's last name and the year of creation.

o If the creator is named in the text: Wood (2005) depicted the iconic "American Gothic."
e If the creator is not named in the text: The iconic "American Gothic" was depicted (Wood 2005).

¢ For images without a specific creator or date: If you are citing a general image from a website
without a clear creator and date, you might refer to the website name and year if available, or a

descriptive phrase.

Reference List Examples

The reference list contains full bibliographic information for all sources cited in the text. For images, it will

include details similar to the bibliography in the notes-bibliography system.

¢ Image from a Book:
Wood, Grant. 2005. "American Gothic." In Grant Wood: The Making of an American Icon, 78. New
York: Penguin Books.



¢ Image from a Website:
Adams, Ansel. 2023. "Moonrise, Hernandez, New Mexico." Accessed October 26, 2023.

https://www .anseladams.com/moonrise.

e Artwork in a Museum Collection:
Van Gogh, Vincent. 1889. "Starry Night." Oil on canvas, 73.7 cm x 92.1 cm. The Museum of Modern
Art, New York.

e Illustration in a Journal Article:
Smith, John. 2022. "Diagram of Photosynthesis." In Jane Doe, "The Process of Photosynthesis." Journal
of Botany 15, no. 2: 115.

Citing Images from Different Sources

The specific format for citing an image in Chicago style depends heavily on where you found it. Each
source type has nuances that must be addressed in your citation to provide sufficient information for your

reader.

Images from Books and Publications

When an image is found within a book or magazine, you need to cite both the image itself and the larger
publication. This usually involves the creator of the image, the title of the image (if applicable), the title of
the book or publication, the editor or author of the publication, the publisher, the publication date, and the
specific page number(s) where the image appears. If the image is a standalone piece within a larger work

by a single author, you might still cite the author of the book and the image creator if they are different.

Images from Websites and Online Archives

Citing online images requires careful attention to detail, especially regarding access dates and URLs. You
should include the creator's name, the title of the image, the name of the website, the date of publication or
last update if available, the access date, and the URL. If the website doesn't have a clear creator or
publication date, you may need to use a descriptive title and rely more heavily on the access date and URL.

Be sure to check if the website provides specific copyright or citation information for its images.

Artwork in Museum Collections or Galleries

When citing artwork that you viewed in person or accessed through a museum's online collection, the

citation should include the artist's name, the title of the artwork, the year of creation, the medium used



(e.g., oil on canvas, watercolor), the dimensions, the name of the museum or gallery, and the city and state
where it is housed. If you are citing from a museum's website, you would also include website-specific
details like the URL and access date.

Images from Databases and Digital Libraries

Databases and digital libraries often provide detailed metadata for their images, which can be very helpful
for citation. Include the creator's name, the image title, the date of creation, the name of the database or
digital library, and the URL or accession number. Some databases may also have specific citation tools that
can assist you in generating the correct format, though it's always wise to verify these against Chicago

Manual of Style guidelines.

Common Challenges and Solutions in Chicago Image Citation

Citing images can present unique challenges, particularly when information is missing or ambiguous.

Chicago style offers guidance for these situations, emphasizing thoroughness and clarity.

When the Creator is Unknown

If you cannot identify the creator of an image, state "Unknown" in the creator's position. For example, a
note might read: "Unknown, 'Untitled Landscape,' n.d., photograph.” In the bibliography, it would appear
as: Unknown. "Untitled Landscape.” n.d. Photograph.

When the Date is Unknown

If the date of creation is unavailable, use "n.d." (no date). This abbreviation should be used in both notes and

the bibliography. For instance, a note might be: Artist Name, "Title of Image," n.d., Source Information.

Citing Fair Use Images

Fair use images, often found online, still require proper attribution. Even if an image is not copyrighted or
you are using it under fair use principles, crediting the source is a matter of academic integrity and respect
for the creator's work. Follow the standard Chicago citation guidelines for the source where you found the

image. It's also good practice to include a brief note about your use of the image if its context is complex.



Images within a Larger Work with Multiple Contributors

When an image is part of a collection or a larger work with many contributors, like an anthology or a
compilation album, you need to cite the primary creator of the image and then the source of the larger
work. For example, if a specific photograph is included in a book of collected photographs by various artists,
you would cite the photographer and then the book title, editor, publisher, and page number. The emphasis

is always on tracing the image back to its origin as clearly as possible.

Importance of Captions

Often, images in publications or on websites have captions that provide essential information, such as the
title, creator, or date. Always consult the caption for details. If the caption provides information not available
elsewhere, include it prominently in your citation. Remember that your citation should guide the reader

to the most direct source of the image itself, and then to the publication or website that contains it.

The practice of meticulously citing images, using the Chicago Manual of Style as your guide, underscores a
commitment to academic honesty and the responsible use of visual materials. By carefully constructing
your Chicago citation examples for images, you not only give credit where it is due but also empower your
readers to explore the sources themselves. This attention to detail enhances the credibility and scholarly
rigor of your work, ensuring that every element, including the visual, is properly contextualized and
attributed.

FAQ

Q What are the essential elements required for a Chicago style image
citation?

A: The essential elements for a Chicago style image citation include the creator's name, the title of the
image, the date of creation, and the source from which the image was obtained. Additional details like page

numbers, URLs, and access dates may also be necessary depending on the source type.

Q How do I cite an image found on a website in Chicago style?

A: To cite an image from a website in Chicago style, you typically need to include the creator's name (if
known), the title of the image, the name of the website, the publication date (if available), the date you
accessed the image, and the URL.



Q What should I do if the creator of an image is unknown when citing in
Chicago style?

A: If the creator of an image is unknown, you should use the word "Unknown" in place of the creator's

name in your citation. This applies to both notes and bibliography entries.

Q How is an image from a book cited differently in Chicago notes
compared to the bibliography?

A: In the notes-bibliography system, image citations appear in footnotes or endnotes with specific
formatting (e.g., full details for the first citation, shortened for subsequent ones) and then in a full
alphabetical list in the bibliography at the end of the paper, with each entry providing complete

bibliographic information.

Q What is the author-date system's approach to citing images in Chicago
style?

A: In the author-date system, in-text citations for images are brief, typically including the creator's last
name and the year of creation. Full citation details are provided in an alphabetical reference list at the end
of the work.

Q How do I cite artwork from a museum collection in Chicago style?

A: When citing artwork from a museum collection, include the artist's name, the title of the artwork, the
year of creation, the medium, dimensions, the name of the museum, and its location. If accessed online,

include the URL and access date.

Q: Is it necessary to cite an image if I am using it under fair use principles
in Chicago style?

A: Yes, it is still necessary to cite an image even if you are using it under fair use principles. Proper
attribution is a matter of academic integrity and respecting the creator's work, regardless of copyright

status.

Q What information should I include if an image has no title?

A: If an image has no formal title, you should provide a descriptive title for it enclosed in square brackets,

such as "[Photograph of the Chicago skyline|". This helps readers understand what the image depicts.
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