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Understanding Chicago Citation Examples for
Edition Information

chicago citation examples for edition information are crucial for academic
and professional writing, ensuring that your sources are credited accurately
and transparently, especially when dealing with multiple editions of a work.
Correctly citing edition details prevents plagiarism, allows readers to
locate the precise version you consulted, and demonstrates your commitment to
scholarly integrity. This comprehensive guide will delve into the nuances of
citing different edition types within the Chicago Manual of Style, covering
both Notes-Bibliography and Author-Date systems. We will explore the
importance of the edition statement, where it appears in the citation, and
provide clear, practical examples for various scenarios, from standard
revised editions to more specialized cases.
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The Significance of Edition Information in
Chicago Style

In academic writing, the edition of a source is more than just a minor
detail; it is a critical piece of information that directly impacts the
accuracy and reproducibility of your research. Different editions of a book
can vary significantly in their content, pagination, introduction, notes, and



even the core text itself. Failing to cite the correct edition can lead your
readers to different versions of the material, potentially causing confusion
or misinterpretation of your arguments and evidence. The Chicago Manual of
Style (CMOS) recognizes this importance by requiring the edition statement to
be included when it is other than the first edition.

This requirement serves a vital function in scholarly communication. When you
cite a specific edition, you are providing your audience with the exact
textual basis for your work. This allows them to verify your claims, consult
the same material, and understand the context from which your information is
drawn. For scholarly books, particularly those that undergo revisions,
updates, or expansions, the edition number is an essential identifier. It
differentiates between earlier printings that might have errors or omissions
and later versions that may have corrected those issues or incorporated new
scholarship.

Locating and Understanding Edition Statements

Identifying the edition statement within a book is usually straightforward.
The information is almost invariably found on the title page or the verso of
the title page (the page immediately following the title page, often
containing copyright information). Look for phrases such as "Second Edition,"

"Revised Edition," "Third Edition," "Updated Edition," or similar wording.
Sometimes, especially with older or less formal publications, the edition
might be indicated by Roman numerals (e.g., "II Edition") or simply by a

number following the publisher's name or alongside the copyright year. It is
important to note that a reprint or a new printing of the same edition does
not require a new edition statement unless the content has been substantially
altered.

Understanding what constitutes an "edition" is key. A true edition implies a
revision or significant alteration of the text, not merely a change in
binding or a minor correction of typographical errors. If a publisher
releases a new version of a book with substantial changes to the text, the
addition of new chapters, a revised introduction, or updated bibliographical
information, it warrants a new edition number. In contrast, a "new printing"
or "reprint" usually refers to producing more copies of an existing edition
without altering the content. Therefore, meticulously checking the title page
and copyright page for explicit indications of revision or edition change is
paramount before including this detail in your citations.

Chicago Citation Examples: Notes-Bibliography
System



The Notes-Bibliography system is commonly used in the humanities. When citing
a book with edition information, the edition statement is typically placed
after the author's name and before the publication details. For footnotes or
endnotes, the edition number is included in a distinct format. For the
bibliography, it follows a slightly different structure but remains in a
prominent position.

Footnote/Endnote Examples

Here are some examples of how to format edition information in footnotes or
endnotes using the Chicago style:

e For a second edition:

e 1. Author Name, Book Title, 2nd ed. (Place of Publication: Publisher,
Year), page number.

e For a revised edition:

e 2. Author Name, Book Title, rev. ed. (Place of Publication: Publisher,
Year), page number.

For a specific edition with a common abbreviation:

3. Author Name, Book Title, 3rd ed., rev. and enlarged (Place of
Publication: Publisher, Year), page number.

For editions with an editor:

4. Author Name, Book Title, ed. Editor Name, 4th ed. (Place of
Publication: Publisher, Year), page number.

Bibliography Examples

In the bibliography, the format for edition information also requires careful
attention:

e For a second edition:
e Author Name. Book Title. 2nd ed. Place of Publication: Publisher, Year.
e For a revised edition:

e Author Name. Book Title. Rev. ed. Place of Publication: Publisher, Year.



e For a specific edition with an editor:

e Author Name. Book Title. Edited by Editor Name. 4th ed. Place of
Publication: Publisher, Year.

e For a frequently cited work with multiple editions, subsequent notes can

be shortened. If the edition is critical to distinguishing versions, it
should always be included.

Chicago Citation Examples: Author-Date System

The Author-Date system is prevalent in the sciences and social sciences. In
this system, the edition information is integrated differently into both the
in-text citation and the reference list. The goal remains the same: to
clearly identify the specific version of the source used.

In-Text Citation Examples

In-text citations using the Author-Date system are concise and typically
include the author's last name, year of publication, and page number. The
edition information is not directly included in the brief in-text citation
itself but is crucial for the full reference list entry.

e Example: (Author Last Name Year, page number)
e (Smith 2020, 45)

e For subsequent references to the same edition, the details are
reiterated in the reference list.

Reference List Examples

The reference list provides the complete publication details, including the
edition.

e For a second edition:

e Author Last Name, Author First Name. Year. Book Title. 2nd ed. Place of
Publication: Publisher.

e For a revised edition:



e Author Last Name, Author First Name. Year. Book Title. Rev. ed. Place of
Publication: Publisher.

e For a specific edition with editor and translator:
e Author Last Name, Author First Name. Year. Book Title. Edited by Editor

First Name Editor Last Name, Translated by Translator First Name
Translator Last Name. 3rd ed. Place of Publication: Publisher.

Citing Specific Types of Editions

Beyond standard numbered or revised editions, Chicago style provides guidance
for more specialized cases, ensuring accuracy and completeness in your
citations.

Revised and Expanded Editions

When a book has been both revised and expanded, it's important to note both
aspects if they are indicated on the title page. The Chicago Manual of Style
often uses abbreviations like "rev. and enl."

e Notes-Bibliography Example:

e Author Name, Book Title, rev. and enl. ed. (Place of Publication:
Publisher, Year), page number.

e Author-Date Example:

e Author Last Name, Author First Name. Year. Book Title. Rev. and enl. ed.
Place of Publication: Publisher.

Annotated Editions

Annotated editions, often found with literary classics or scholarly works,
include substantial commentary or notes from an editor or annotator. The
annotator should be treated similarly to an editor in the citation.

e Notes-Bibliography Example:

e Author of Original Work, Book Title, annotated by Annotator Name,
edition information (Place of Publication: Publisher, Year), page



number.
e Author-Date Example:

e Author Last Name, Author First Name. Year. Book Title. Annotated by
Annotator First Name Annotator Last Name. edition information. Place of
Publication: Publisher.

Facsimile Editions

A facsimile edition is a reproduction of an older edition. When citing such a
work, it's important to include information about both the original
publication and the facsimile edition.

e Notes-Bibliography Example:

e Original Author Name, Original Book Title (Original Publication Year;
Original Place of Publication: Original Publisher), facsimile ed.
(Facsimile Edition Place of Publication: Facsimile Edition Publisher,
Facsimile Edition Year).

e Author-Date Example:

e Original Author Last Name, Original Author First Name. Original
Publication Year. Original Book Title. Original Place of Publication:
Original Publisher. Facsimile ed. Facsimile Edition Place of
Publication: Facsimile Edition Publisher, Facsimile Edition Year.

Common Pitfalls in Citing Edition Information

Despite clear guidelines, writers often make mistakes when incorporating
edition information into their Chicago-style citations. One of the most
frequent errors is neglecting to include the edition statement at all when it
is other than the first edition. This oversight can lead to the confusion
mentioned earlier. Another common mistake is confusing a reprint or new
printing with a new edition; only substantial content changes warrant citing
a new edition.

Inconsistent application of the rules between footnotes/endnotes and the
bibliography is another area where errors occur. Remember that while the
content is similar, the punctuation and order of elements can differ slightly
between these two parts of the citation. Additionally, misinterpreting
abbreviations like "rev. ed." or failing to include the editor's or



translator's role when pertinent can also lead to inaccuracies. Always
double-check the title page and copyright information carefully, and consult
the latest edition of The Chicago Manual of Style for definitive guidance on
any ambiguities.

FAQ Section

Q: When is it absolutely necessary to include
edition information in a Chicago style citation?

A: You must include edition information when the source you are citing is not
the first edition. This applies to revised editions, updated editions, second
editions, third editions, and any subsequent editions that have significant
alterations to the content. If the source is a reprint or a new printing of
the first edition without any textual changes, the edition information is not
required.

Q: Where can I find the edition information on a
book?

A: The edition information is typically located on the title page or the
verso of the title page (the page immediately following the title page, often
containing copyright details). Look for phrases such as "Second Edition,"
"Revised Edition," "3rd ed.," or similar indicators.

Q: How do I cite a "revised and enlarged" edition in
Chicago style?

A: For both the Notes-Bibliography and Author-Date systems, you would
typically use the abbreviation "rev. and enl. ed." after the book title. For
example, in a bibliography entry: Author Name. Book Title. Rev. and enl. ed.
Place of Publication: Publisher, Year.

Q: What is the difference between an edition and a
printing in Chicago citation?

A: An edition implies a substantial revision or alteration of the text, such
as adding new material, correcting errors, or updating scholarship. A
printing (or reprint) refers to producing more copies of an existing edition
without changing the content. You only cite edition information for new
editions, not for new printings of the same edition.



Q: Should I include the editor's name when citing an
edited edition with a specific edition number?

A: Yes, if the edition you are citing is an edited edition and has edition
information (e.g., "Second Edition"), you should include both the editor's
name and the edition number. The order and punctuation will depend on whether
you are using the Notes-Bibliography or Author-Date system, but both pieces
of information are crucial for accurate citation.

Q: How do I cite an edition of a translated work
that also has edition information?

A: When citing a translated work with edition information, you should include
the translator's name and the edition statement. For example, in the Notes-
Bibliography system bibliography: Author Name. Book Title. Translated by
Translator Name. 2nd ed. Place of Publication: Publisher, Year.
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