
chicago citation examples for edited
collections
Mastering Chicago Citation Examples for Edited Collections: A Comprehensive
Guide

chicago citation examples for edited collections can sometimes feel complex,
especially when navigating the nuances of academic writing standards. This
comprehensive guide is designed to demystify the process of citing
contributions from edited volumes according to the Chicago Manual of Style
(CMOS). We will explore both footnote/endnote and author-date citation
styles, providing clear, step-by-step examples for various scenarios.
Understanding these citation practices is crucial for academic integrity and
for properly attributing the work of scholars whose ideas you incorporate
into your own research. This article will cover the essential components of a
Chicago citation for an edited collection, including common pitfalls and best
practices for ensuring accuracy and clarity.
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Understanding the Core Components of Chicago
Citations for Edited Collections

Citing an edited collection in Chicago style requires careful attention to
detail, distinguishing between the author of the specific chapter or essay
and the editor(s) who compiled the volume. The fundamental goal is to provide
enough information for your reader to locate the exact source material.
Whether you are using the Notes-Bibliography system (footnotes/endnotes) or



the Author-Date system, several key pieces of information remain constant.
These include the name(s) of the chapter author(s), the title of the chapter
or essay, the title of the edited collection, the name(s) of the editor(s),
the publication information (publisher, place, and year), and the specific
page numbers of the cited material.

The Chicago Manual of Style offers two distinct systems for citation, and
understanding which one your institution or publication requires is the first
step. The Notes-Bibliography system uses footnotes or endnotes for in-text
citations and a bibliography at the end of the work. The Author-Date system
uses parenthetical in-text citations and a reference list. Both systems aim
for clarity and completeness, but their presentation differs significantly.
This guide will provide examples for both to ensure you are prepared for any
academic context.

Chicago Citation Examples: Footnotes and
Endnotes Style

The Notes-Bibliography system, prevalent in many humanities disciplines,
requires a detailed explanation of how to format both the initial and
subsequent notes for a chapter within an edited collection, as well as how to
cite the entire volume. Accuracy in these notes is paramount for academic
rigor.

Citing a Chapter or Essay from an Edited Collection
(First Reference)

When you cite a chapter or essay from an edited collection for the first time
in your footnotes or endnotes, you must include all the necessary identifying
details. This ensures that your reader can pinpoint the exact source. The
general format prioritizes the chapter author, followed by the chapter title,
and then the details of the edited collection.

Author's Full Name, "Title of Chapter or Essay," in Title of Edited
Collection, ed. Editor's Full Name(s) (Place of Publication: Publisher,
Year), page number(s).

For example, if you are citing an essay by Jane Doe titled "The Renaissance
Mind" from a collection edited by John Smith and Mary Jones, published in
Chicago by University Press in 2020, and the essay appears on pages 45-60,
the first footnote would look like this:

1. Jane Doe, "The Renaissance Mind," in Essays on Intellectual History, ed.
John Smith and Mary Jones (Chicago: University Press, 2020), 52.



Citing a Chapter or Essay from an Edited Collection
(Subsequent References)

For any subsequent references to the same chapter or essay after the first
full citation, you can use a shortened note format. This avoids redundancy
while still providing enough information for clear identification. The
shortened note typically includes the chapter author's last name, a shortened
version of the chapter title, and the page number. The details of the edited
collection are omitted in this condensed format.

Author's Last Name, "Shortened Title of Chapter," page number(s).

Continuing with the previous example, if you refer to Jane Doe's essay again
later in your text, the subsequent footnote would be:

5. Doe, "Renaissance Mind," 58.

Citing the Entire Edited Collection

Occasionally, you might need to cite the entire edited collection, perhaps
when discussing the overall theme or scope of the volume. In this case, the
citation focuses on the editors and the collection's title, rather than a
specific chapter author. The format differs from citing an individual
contribution.

Title of Edited Collection, ed. Editor's Full Name(s) (Place of
Publication: Publisher, Year).

To cite the entire collection edited by John Smith and Mary Jones:

Essays on Intellectual History, ed. John Smith and Mary Jones (Chicago:
University Press, 2020).

Chicago Citation Examples: Author-Date Style

The Author-Date system, common in social sciences and some natural sciences,
uses parenthetical in-text citations followed by a reference list at the end
of the document. The approach to citing chapters and the entire collection
differs in its structure and placement.



Citing a Chapter or Essay from an Edited Collection

In the Author-Date system, in-text citations appear within the body of your
text. When referencing a chapter from an edited collection, you include the
chapter author's last name, the year of publication, and the page number(s)
in parentheses. The full bibliographic details are then provided in the
reference list.

(Author's Last Name Year, page number(s))

Using our ongoing example, an in-text citation for Jane Doe's essay on page
52 would be:

(Doe 2020, 52)

The corresponding entry in the reference list would follow this format:

Author's Last Name, First Name. "Title of Chapter or Essay." In Title of
Edited Collection, edited by Editor's Full Name(s), page range of
chapter. Place of Publication: Publisher, Year.

Reference List Entry:

Doe, Jane. "The Renaissance Mind." In Essays on Intellectual History, edited
by John Smith and Mary Jones, 45–60. Chicago: University Press, 2020.

Citing the Entire Edited Collection

If you are citing the entire edited collection in the Author-Date system, the
in-text citation refers to the editor(s) and the year. The reference list
entry then details the collection's title and editors.

(Editor's Last Name(s) Year)

An in-text citation for the entire collection might look like:

(Smith and Jones 2020)

The reference list entry would be:

Title of Edited Collection. Edited by Editor's Full Name(s). Place of
Publication: Publisher, Year.

Reference List Entry:

Essays on Intellectual History. Edited by John Smith and Mary Jones. Chicago:
University Press, 2020.



Key Elements and Variations in Chicago
Citations for Edited Collections

Navigating Chicago citations for edited collections involves understanding
several key elements that can vary depending on the specific publication and
content. These variations, when handled correctly, ensure the precision of
your citations.

Author(s) of the Chapter vs. Editor(s) of the
Collection

It is critically important to differentiate between the author of the
specific piece you are citing and the editor(s) of the collection. In Chicago
style, the author of the chapter or essay is always listed first in the
citation for that specific contribution, regardless of the citation system
used. The editors are identified by the term "ed." (or "eds." for multiple
editors) preceding their names and are integral to describing the overall
volume.

Page Numbers and Their Importance

Page numbers are indispensable in Chicago citations, as they guide your
reader directly to the specific passage or information you are referencing.
In the Notes-Bibliography system, the specific page(s) cited are included in
the footnote/endnote. For the Author-Date system, the page number is part of
the in-text citation and also appears in the reference list entry for the
chapter. When citing the entire collection, page numbers are generally not
included unless you are referencing a specific section or prefatory material.

Dates of Publication and Their Significance

The year of publication is a crucial piece of bibliographic information. It
helps establish the historical context of the work and allows readers to
identify the specific edition you consulted. In both citation systems, the
publication year is always included. For the Notes-Bibliography system, it
appears at the end of the note, before the period. In the Author-Date system,
the year immediately follows the author's name in the in-text citation and is
placed after the author's name in the reference list entry.



Handling Multiple Editors

When an edited collection has more than one editor, Chicago style requires
listing all editors. In footnotes/endnotes, they are listed with their first
names preceding their last names and are separated by "and" before the last
editor's name. The same principle applies to the Author-Date reference list.
The abbreviation "ed." becomes "eds." when there are two or more editors.

For example, if a collection is edited by John Smith and Mary Jones, the
citation for the collection would appear as: Title of Collection, ed. John
Smith and Mary Jones (Place: Publisher, Year). If the collection had three
editors, say John Smith, Mary Jones, and David Lee, it would be: Title of
Collection, eds. John Smith, Mary Jones, and David Lee (Place: Publisher,
Year).

Special Cases: Reprinted Chapters and Translations

When citing a chapter that has been previously published or translated,
Chicago style requires you to acknowledge the original publication or
translation. This provides additional context and aids in source
verification. For reprinted chapters, you will typically include the original
publication details in parentheses after the current publication information.

Author's Full Name, "Title of Chapter or Essay," in Title of Edited
Collection, ed. Editor's Full Name(s) (Place of Publication: Publisher,
Year), page number(s), originally published in Year.

For translated works, you would indicate the translator after the editor(s)
and before the publication details of the collection.

Common Mistakes to Avoid When Citing Edited
Collections in Chicago Style

Several common errors can undermine the accuracy and professionalism of your
Chicago citations for edited collections. Being aware of these pitfalls can
help you avoid them.

Confusing chapter authors with editors: Always attribute the specific
chapter to its author and the volume to its editor(s).

Omitting essential publication details: Ensure that publisher, place of
publication, and year are always included.

Incorrectly formatting titles: Chapter titles are usually in quotation



marks, while the collection title is italicized.

Inconsistent use of citation systems: Stick to either Notes-Bibliography
or Author-Date throughout your work.

Failing to provide correct page numbers: Always cite the specific pages
you consulted.

Errors in punctuation and capitalization: Pay close attention to commas,
periods, and the capitalization of titles.

Double-checking your citations against a reliable style guide and
proofreading meticulously are essential steps in avoiding these common
mistakes and ensuring your work adheres to the highest academic standards.

Best Practices for Accurate Chicago Citations
of Edited Collections

To ensure your Chicago citations for edited collections are consistently
accurate and clear, adopt a systematic approach. Start by identifying the
exact components of your source: the author(s) of the chapter, the chapter
title, the collection title, the editor(s), and publication details. When
using the Notes-Bibliography system, draft your full note first, then create
a shortened version for subsequent references. For the Author-Date system,
focus on the in-text citation and then construct the comprehensive reference
list entry.

Maintain a consistent format throughout your document, and do not hesitate to
consult the latest edition of The Chicago Manual of Style or reputable online
resources dedicated to CMOS. Proofreading your bibliography and notes with
the same care you apply to your prose will significantly reduce errors and
enhance the credibility of your research. Utilizing citation management
software can also be beneficial, but always verify its output against the
official style guide.

FAQ

Q: What is the primary difference between citing an
edited collection and a single-authored book in
Chicago style?
A: The primary difference lies in identifying the author(s) versus the
editor(s). When citing a specific chapter or essay from an edited collection,
you cite the author of that contribution first, and then acknowledge the



editor(s) of the collection. For a single-authored book, you only cite the
author of the entire book.

Q: How do I handle collections with more than two
editors in Chicago style footnotes?
A: For footnotes or endnotes in the Notes-Bibliography system, you list the
first editor's full name, followed by "and" before the last editor's name, if
there are two or three editors. If there are four or more editors, you list
the first editor's full name followed by et al. In the bibliography, you
would list all editors up to ten; for more than ten, you list the first
editor followed by et al.

Q: Should I italicize the title of the edited
collection in Chicago style?
A: Yes, the title of the edited collection itself should always be italicized
in both the Notes-Bibliography system and the Author-Date system. The titles
of individual chapters or essays within the collection are typically enclosed
in quotation marks.

Q: What is the correct way to cite a reprinted
chapter from an edited collection in Chicago style?
A: When citing a reprinted chapter, you must provide both the current
publication details and the original publication information. The format
generally is: Author, "Chapter Title," in Collection Title, ed. Editor(s)
(Publication details of collection), page number(s), originally published in
Year.

Q: How do page numbers differ in footnotes versus
the reference list for an edited collection chapter?
A: In the Notes-Bibliography system, the footnote will include the specific
page number(s) you are referencing within the chapter (e.g., 52). In the
reference list (for both systems), you will provide the full page range of
the chapter (e.g., 45-60).

Q: Can I use "et al." for chapter authors in Chicago
style?
A: In the Notes-Bibliography system, you generally do not use "et al." for



chapter authors in footnotes, especially if there are only a few authors. You
list all authors' names as they appear. In the bibliography, if there are
more than ten authors for a chapter or the collection, you list the first
author followed by "et al." For the Author-Date system, "et al." usage
depends on the number of authors and the specific guidelines of the
publication, but typically you would list all authors up to three, and use
"et al." for four or more in the reference list.

Q: What if an edited collection has no place of
publication listed?
A: If a place of publication is not readily available, Chicago style allows
you to use "n.p." (for no place) in its stead. This abbreviation should be
enclosed in square brackets if the information is omitted by the publisher
and not simply unavailable, but generally for modern publications, a place is
expected.
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