chicago citation examples for book
chapters

Introduction to Chicago Citation Examples for Book Chapters

chicago citation examples for book chapters are fundamental for academic and
scholarly writing, ensuring proper attribution and avoiding plagiarism.
Navigating the Chicago Manual of Style can seem daunting, especially when
dealing with the nuances of citing specific components within larger works,
such as book chapters. This comprehensive guide will demystify the process,
providing clear, step-by-step examples for both the Notes-Bibliography and
Author-Date systems. We will cover essential elements like author names,
chapter titles, book titles, editors, page numbers, publication information,
and digital object identifiers (DOIs). Understanding these components is
crucial for researchers, students, and anyone contributing to academic
discourse. This article aims to equip you with the knowledge to accurately
cite book chapters, enhancing the credibility and clarity of your work.
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Understanding the Chicago Manual of Style

The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) is a widely respected style guide that
provides comprehensive rules for manuscript preparation and citation. It
offers two primary citation systems: the Notes-Bibliography system and the
Author-Date system. Both systems are designed to guide writers in presenting
their research clearly and accurately. Understanding the fundamental
differences and core components of each system is the first step towards
mastering Chicago style citations for book chapters.

The Notes-Bibliography system is favored in the humanities, such as
literature, history, and the arts. It uses numbered footnotes or endnotes to



cite sources within the text, accompanied by a bibliography at the end of the
work that lists all cited sources. The Author-Date system, on the other hand,
is more common in the social sciences and natural sciences. It uses
parenthetical in-text citations, typically including the author's last name
and the publication year, and a reference list at the end that mirrors the
in-text citations.

Notes—-Bibliography System: Citing Book Chapters

The Notes-Bibliography system requires two types of citations for each
source: a note (footnote or endnote) that appears within the text and a
bibliography entry that appears at the end of the document. When citing a
book chapter, these entries will differ slightly in their structure and
information provided.

First Note Example

The first time a specific book chapter is cited, the note should include all
relevant bibliographic information to fully identify the source. This ensures
readers can locate the exact material you are referencing. The structure
typically involves the chapter author's name, the chapter title, the book
title, the editor(s) (if applicable), publication details, and the specific
page numbers being referenced.

Here is a general format for the first note:

e Chapter Author Last Name, First Name. "Chapter Title." In Book Title,
edited by Editor First Name Last Name, page range of chapter (or
specific page cited). City: Publisher, Year.

Subsequent Note Example

After the first full citation, subsequent notes referring to the same chapter
can be shortened for conciseness. This prevents repetitive and lengthy
citations. The shortened note usually includes the chapter author's last
name, a shortened version of the chapter title (if necessary to distinguish
from other works by the same author), and the specific page number (s).

A common format for subsequent notes is:

e Chapter Author Last Name, "Shortened Chapter Title," page number.

If there is no ambiguity, sometimes just the author's last name and page
number are sufficient in subsequent notes.



Bibliography Entry Example

The bibliography entry for a book chapter includes similar information to the
first note but is presented differently, with the chapter author's last name
appearing first. This arrangement allows for alphabetical sorting of the
bibliography by author last name.

The standard bibliography format is:

e Chapter Author Last Name, First Name. "Chapter Title." In Book Title,
edited by Editor First Name Last Name, page range of chapter. City:
Publisher, Year.

Note that the page range of the chapter is usually provided in the
bibliography, not just the specific page cited in the note, unless the
chapter is very short.

Book Chapters with a Single Author

When a book chapter is written by a single author, and the entire book is
also by that same author, the citation focuses on the chapter itself as a
distinct unit within the larger work. However, when the chapter is part of an
edited collection, the distinction between chapter author and book editor
becomes crucial.

First Note Example:

e J. R. R. Tolkien, "The Shadow of the Past," in The Lord of the Rings,
book 1, chap. 2, 49. Boston: Houghton Mifflin, 1965.

Bibliography Entry Example:

e Tolkien, J. R. R. "The Shadow of the Past." In The Lord of the Rings,
book 1, chap. 2, 49-63. Boston: Houghton Mifflin, 1965.

Book Chapters with Multiple Authors

Citing chapters with multiple authors follows similar principles, but the
author names are presented according to Chicago's rules for multiple authors.
For two authors, both are listed. For three or more authors, typically only
the first author's name is listed, followed by "et al." in notes, but all
authors may be listed in the bibliography depending on the specific edition
of CMOS being followed (current editions often prefer listing all authors in
the bibliography if space allows).

First Note Example (three or more authors):



e Maria Garcia, David Chen, and Sarah Lee, "The Evolution of Artificial
Intelligence," in Future Technologies: An Overview, edited by Robert
Kim, 112-135. New York: Academic Press, 2020.

Bibliography Entry Example (three or more authors):

e Garcia, Maria, David Chen, and Sarah Lee. "The Evolution of Artificial
Intelligence.”" In Future Technologies: An Overview, edited by Robert
Kim, 112-135. New York: Academic Press, 2020.

Book Chapters in Edited Collections

This is one of the most common scenarios. The key is to clearly distinguish
the author of the chapter from the editor(s) of the entire book. The chapter
author is cited as the primary author of the contribution, while the editor
is credited for the collection as a whole.

First Note Example:

e Michel Foucault, "What Is an Author?" In Modern Literary Theory: A
Reader, edited by Philip Rice and Patricia Waugh, 197-210. London:
Arnold, 1989.

Bibliography Entry Example:

e Foucault, Michel. "What Is an Author?" In Modern Literary Theory: A
Reader, edited by Philip Rice and Patricia Waugh, 197-210. London:
Arnold, 1989.

Book Chapters with No Author

In cases where a chapter has no identifiable author, the entry typically
begins with the chapter title itself. This ensures that the work can still be
located and referenced correctly within the context of the collection.

First Note Example:

e "The History of the Printing Press." In Innovations That Shaped the
World, edited by Eleanor Vance, 78-95. Chicago: University of Chicago
Press, 2018.

Bibliography Entry Example:



e "The History of the Printing Press." In Innovations That Shaped the
World, edited by Eleanor Vance, 78-95. Chicago: University of Chicago
Press, 2018.

Book Chapters with a Translator

When a book chapter is a translation, the translator's contribution is noted.
The original author is credited, followed by information about the
translation, including the translator's name and the title of the translated
work if the chapter itself isn't clearly marked as a translation within the
collection's title.

First Note Example:

e F'yodor Dostoevsky, "The Grand Inquisitor," in The Brothers Karamazov,
trans. Richard Pevear and Larissa Volokhonsky, 243-260. New York:
Farrar, Straus and Giroux, 1993.

Bibliography Entry Example:

e Dostoevsky, Fyodor. "The Grand Inquisitor."™ In The Brothers Karamazov,
translated by Richard Pevear and Larissa Volokhonsky, 243-260. New York:
Farrar, Straus and Giroux, 1993.

Author-Date System: Citing Book Chapters

The Author-Date system, often preferred in scientific and social science
disciplines, uses in-text parenthetical citations and a reference list. The
structure of these citations differs from the Notes-Bibliography system but
serves the same purpose: to provide clear and trackable attribution.

In-Text Citation Example

In the Author-Date system, in-text citations are brief and appear within the
text, usually at the end of a sentence or clause. They typically include the
author's last name, the year of publication, and the page number (s) from
which the information was drawn.

The format is generally:

e (Author Last Name Year, Page Number)

For a book chapter, this would be:



e (Foucault 1989, 205)

If the author's name is mentioned in the sentence, only the year and page
number are needed in parentheses:

e Foucault argues that the concept of authorship is complex (1989, 205).

Reference List Entry Example

The reference list, which appears at the end of the document, provides full
details for all sources cited in the text. For a book chapter in an edited
collection, the entry begins with the chapter author's name and includes the
chapter title, the editor(s), the book title, publication details, and the
page range of the chapter.

The format typically is:

e Chapter Author Last Name, First Name. Year. "Chapter Title." In Book
Title, edited by Editor First Name Last Name, page range of chapter.
City: Publisher.

Here's an example for a chapter in an edited collection:

e Foucault, Michel. 1989. "What Is an Author?" In Modern Literary Theory:
A Reader, edited by Philip Rice and Patricia Waugh, 197-210. London:
Arnold.

Key Differences in Author-Date System

The primary difference in the Author-Date system is the chronological element
introduced by the publication year in both the in-text citations and the
reference list. This immediately informs the reader about the currency of the
information. Unlike the Notes-Bibliography system, which prioritizes a
detailed descriptive entry in the first note, the Author-Date system
prioritizes brevity in-text and comprehensive detail in the reference list,
sorted alphabetically by author.

Common Scenarios and Variations

Beyond the standard formats, several specific scenarios require attention
when citing book chapters. These can include citing chapters from
anthologies, collections with particular thematic focuses, or chapters
accessed online. Understanding these variations ensures accuracy and
completeness in your citations.



Citing a Chapter from an Anthology

An anthology is a collection of literary works, often poems, short stories,
or essays, by various authors. When citing a chapter (or any specific piece)
from an anthology, you must credit the author of that specific piece, the
title of the piece, the editor(s) of the anthology, the title of the
anthology, and the publication details, including the page numbers of the
piece.

Notes—-Bibliography System:

e First Note: Edgar Allan Poe, "The Tell-Tale Heart," in Great American
Short Stories, edited by John Smith, 55-62. New York: Penguin Books,
2005.

e Bibliography: Poe, Edgar Allan. "The Tell-Tale Heart." In Great American
Short Stories, edited by John Smith, 55-62. New York: Penguin Books,
2005.

Author-Date System:

e In-Text: (Poe 2005, 58)

e Reference List: Poe, Edgar Allan. 2005. "The Tell-Tale Heart." In Great
American Short Stories, edited by John Smith, 55-62. New York: Penguin
Books.

Citing a Chapter from a Themed Book

Sometimes a book is structured around a specific theme, and chapters might be
written by different authors but presented as parts of a cohesive whole. The
citation method remains consistent with citing chapters from edited
collections, clearly identifying the chapter author, chapter title, and the
overall book's editors and title.

Citing a Chapter Found Online

When a book chapter is accessed online, particularly through databases or
digital archives, you should include information about the source's
accessibility. This can include the URL or DOI (Digital Object Identifier),
if available. DOIs are preferred as they are persistent links.

Notes—-Bibliography System (with DOI):

e First Note: Jane Doe, "The Impact of Social Media," in Digital Society
Today, edited by Alan Green, 88-105. Cambridge: MIT Press, 2022.
doi:10.1000/xyz123.



e Bibliography: Doe, Jane. "The Impact of Social Media." In Digital
Society Today, edited by Alan Green, 88-105. Cambridge: MIT Press, 2022.
doi:10.1000/xyz123.

Author-Date System (with DOT):

e In-Text: (Doe 2022, 95)

e Reference List: Doe, Jane. 2022. "The Impact of Social Media." In
Digital Society Today, edited by Alan Green, 88-105. Cambridge: MIT
Press. doi:10.1000/xyz123.

When to Use Page Numbers

Page numbers are essential for precise citation. In the Notes-Bibliography
system, the note should always include the specific page number (s) you are
referencing. The bibliography entry typically includes the full page range of
the chapter. In the Author-Date system, page numbers are included in the in-
text citation and, if the chapter has a specific page range, it is also
listed in the reference entry.

Importance of Accuracy in Chicago Citation

Accuracy in Chicago citation, whether for book chapters or any other source
type, is paramount. Precise citation builds credibility for your research,
allowing your readers to verify your information and explore your sources
further. Inaccurate citations can lead to confusion, misinterpretation, and,
most importantly, accusations of plagiarism. Adhering strictly to the
guidelines of the Chicago Manual of Style demonstrates attention to detail
and respect for intellectual property.

Furthermore, consistent application of the chosen citation system (Notes-—
Bibliography or Author-Date) throughout your document is vital. Any deviation
can disrupt the flow and professionalism of your work. Familiarizing yourself
with the latest edition of the Chicago Manual of Style is recommended, as
guidelines can be updated periodically.

Resources for Further Guidance

While this article provides detailed examples and explanations for citing
Chicago book chapters, there are numerous resources available for further
assistance. The official Chicago Manual of Style Online is the definitive
source for all style-related queries. Many universities and academic
institutions also offer style guides and citation tools on their library
websites. Consulting these resources can help you clarify any doubts and
ensure your citations are impeccable.



FAQ

Q: What is the primary difference between citing a
book chapter in the Notes-Bibliography system versus
the Author-Date system in Chicago style?

A: The primary difference lies in the placement and format of citation
information. The Notes-Bibliography system uses numbered footnotes or
endnotes within the text and a full bibliography at the end, prioritizing
descriptive detail in the notes. The Author-Date system uses brief
parenthetical in-text citations (author, year, page) and a reference list at
the end, prioritizing chronology.

Q: How do I cite a book chapter if I don't know the
editor's name?

A: If the book is an edited collection and the editor's name is not provided,
you would omit the editor's name from the citation. In the Notes-Bibliography
system, this would mean skipping the "edited by..." part of the note and
bibliography entry. In the Author-Date system, the editor's name would be
omitted from the reference list entry.

Q: What if the book chapter I'm citing is an
electronic resource with no print version?

A: When citing an electronic book chapter, you should include information
about its accessibility, such as a DOI (Digital Object Identifier) or a URL.
The format will be similar to a print citation but will include the
electronic access information at the end. For example, in the Notes-
Bibliography system's bibliography, you might add "Accessed [Date]" followed
by the URL if no DOI is available.

Q: Is it necessary to include the entire page range
of the chapter in the bibliography entry?

A: Yes, in the Notes-Bibliography system, it is standard practice to include
the entire page range of the chapter in the bibliography entry. This helps
readers understand the scope of the chapter within the larger work. For in-
text notes, you only cite the specific page(s) you are referencing. In the
Author-Date system's reference list, the page range is also typically
included.

Q: How do I cite a chapter from a book where the
chapter author is the same as the book author?

A: If the author of the chapter is the same as the author of the entire book
(i.e., it's not an edited collection), you would cite it as a chapter within
a larger work by that author. The citation would focus on the chapter title
and its location within the book, rather than crediting an editor. The format
will be similar to citing a standalone book but will include the chapter
information.



Q: What is the difference between a footnote and an
endnote in the Chicago style?

A: Both footnotes and endnotes serve the same purpose: to provide in-text
citation information in the Notes-Bibliography system. Footnotes appear at
the bottom of the page where the reference is made, while endnotes appear at
the end of the document, chapter, or book. The choice between footnotes and
endnotes is usually a matter of stylistic preference or publisher
requirements.

Q: Can I use "et al." for multiple authors of a book
chapter in the Notes-Bibliography system?

A: In the Notes-Bibliography system, for footnotes and endnotes, if a chapter
has three or more authors, you typically use "et al." after the first
author's name. However, in the bibliography, current editions of CMOS often
recommend listing all authors if there are up to ten; for more than ten
authors, "et al." is used after the tenth author. Always check the specific
edition of CMOS you are using.

Q: What information is absolutely essential for
citing a book chapter in Chicago style?

A: Essential information includes the chapter author's name, the chapter
title, the book title, publication details (publisher, year, location), and
the specific page numbers being referenced. If the book is an edited
collection, the editor's name is also crucial. For online resources, a DOI or
URL is necessary.
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