chicago citation bibliography example

The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) is a widely respected style guide that provides comprehensive
instructions for academic writing, particularly in the humanities and social sciences. Mastering its
citation system is crucial for students, researchers, and writers to avoid plagiarism and give proper
credit to sources. This article will delve into the intricacies of creating a Chicago citation
bibliography example, covering its fundamental principles, common source types, and essential
formatting rules. We will explore how to construct entries for books, journal articles, websites, and
other materials, ensuring accuracy and adherence to CMOS guidelines. Understanding these
elements will empower you to build a professional and well-organized bibliography for your scholarly
work.
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Understanding the Chicago Manual of Style

The Chicago Manual of Style, often referred to as CMOS, is a definitive guide for writers and editors
in the United States. It offers a dual citation system: the notes-bibliography system and the author-
date system. While both are acceptable, the notes-bibliography system is more common in fields like
literature, history, and the arts, where extensive endnotes or footnotes are used to cite sources. This
system relies heavily on a comprehensive bibliography at the end of a work, listing all sources
consulted and cited in the notes.

The primary goal of any citation style, including Chicago, is to provide readers with the necessary
information to locate and verify the sources an author has used. This promotes academic integrity by
acknowledging the work of others and allows for further research by interested readers. Adherence
to CMOS ensures consistency and professionalism in academic writing.

Principles of a Chicago Citation Bibliography

A Chicago citation bibliography, whether it follows the notes-bibliography system or the author-date
system, shares core principles. It is an alphabetical list of all the sources cited within the text. Each
entry must contain enough information for a reader to uniquely identify and find the original source.
The bibliography should be placed at the end of the document, typically on its own page, and titled



"Bibliography" or "Works Cited" depending on the specific application of the style (though
"Bibliography" is more common with the notes-bibliography system).

Alphabetization is a key organizational principle. Entries are arranged alphabetically by the author's
last name. If a source has no author, it is alphabetized by the first significant word of the title
(ignoring articles like "a," "an," and "the"). Consistency in formatting within the bibliography is
paramount. This includes the use of punctuation, indentation, and the order of information
presented for each source.

Another important aspect is the distinction between what is cited in the text and what is included in
the bibliography. Generally, a bibliography includes all sources that were cited in the body of the
work, whether through footnotes, endnotes, or parenthetical citations. However, some instructors or
publications may request that the bibliography include all sources consulted, even those not directly
cited. Always clarify these requirements.

Formatting Your Chicago Bibliography

The visual presentation of your Chicago bibliography is as important as the content within each
entry. CMOS prescribes specific formatting guidelines to ensure clarity and ease of reading. The
bibliography is typically double-spaced throughout, with no extra space between entries. However,
some institutions or publishers may prefer single-spaced entries with a double space between them.
Again, checking specific guidelines is crucial.

Indentation is another distinguishing feature. The first line of each bibliographic entry is flush with
the left margin. Subsequent lines of the same entry are indented. This is known as a hanging indent.
The standard indentation is usually half an inch or five spaces. This helps readers quickly distinguish
individual entries in the list.

Punctuation within each entry follows a strict pattern. Commas, periods, and colons are used to
separate different pieces of information, such as the author's name, title, publisher, and publication
date. The order in which this information appears also follows established conventions that vary
slightly depending on the source type.

Alphabetical Order

As mentioned, the entire bibliography must be alphabetized by the author's last name. For sources
without an author, alphabetize by the first significant word of the title. For example, a book titled
"The Art of War" would be listed under "A" if it had no author, but under "Sun Tzu" if attributed to
Sun Tzu.

Hanging Indents

The hanging indent is a critical visual cue that separates one entry from the next. It allows the
author's name or the beginning of the title to stand out, making it easier to scan the bibliography.



Ensure your word processor is set up to create proper hanging indents, as manual formatting can be
prone to errors.

Punctuation and Capitalization

CMOS has specific rules for punctuation and capitalization within bibliographic entries. Titles of
books and journals are typically italicized. Titles of articles and chapters are usually enclosed in
quotation marks. Capitalization of titles generally follows title case, where major words are
capitalized. Periods typically end an entry, but commas separate elements within an entry, and
colons are often used to separate publishers from publication dates or volume numbers from issue
numbers.

Common Source Types and Chicago Bibliography
Examples

The construction of a Chicago citation bibliography example varies significantly based on the type of
source being cited. Understanding these distinctions is essential for creating accurate and complete
entries. Here we will provide examples for some of the most frequently encountered source types.

Books

Citing books in a Chicago bibliography requires specific details to identify the edition, publisher, and
publication year. For a single-author book, the basic format includes the author's name (last name
first), the title of the book in italics, publication information (place of publication, publisher, and
year), and potentially edition information if it's not the first edition.

Example of a single-author book:

e Smith, John. The History of Chicago. Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 2010.

For books with multiple authors, you list the first author’s name in reverse order (last name, first
name), followed by the word "and" and the second author's name in normal order (first name, last
name). If there are more than two authors, you can list the first author followed by "et al." (and
others) in the bibliography, but often it's preferred to list all authors if space allows, especially in
footnotes. However, for the bibliography, the convention of listing the first author followed by "et
al." is common for more than two authors.

Example of a two-author book:

e Johnson, Emily, and Robert Davis. Urban Planning in the 21st Century. New York: Penguin
Books, 2015.



Example of a book with more than two authors (using "et al." for bibliography):

o Williams, Sarah, et al. Modern Art Movements. London: Thames & Hudson, 2018.

Edited books are treated similarly, but the editor's name is included along with their role (ed. or
eds.).

Example of an edited book:

e Miller, David, ed. Readings in American Literature. Boston: Cengage Learning, 2012.

Journal Articles

Citing journal articles requires more detailed information, including the journal title, volume and
issue numbers, and page range. The article title is usually enclosed in quotation marks, while the
journal title is italicized.

Example of a journal article:

e Garcia, Maria. "The Impact of Technology on Education." Journal of Educational Research 45,
no. 2 (2019): 112-130.

It is important to include the volume and issue number if available, as well as the specific page
numbers where the article can be found. If the article is accessed online, you will also need to
include the DOI (Digital Object Identifier) or the URL and the date of access.

Example of a journal article accessed online with DOI:

e Chen, Wei. "Sustainable Urban Development." Environmental Science Quarterly 15, no. 1
(2020): 45-62. d0i:10.1000/esq.2020.15.1.45.

Example of a journal article accessed online without DOI:

e Rodriguez, Carlos. "The Rise of Digital Marketing." Business Review 30, no. 3 (2021): 78-95.
https://www.businessreview.com/articles/digitalmarketing (accessed October 26, 2023).



Websites and Online Resources

Citing websites can be challenging due to the dynamic nature of online content. The key is to
provide as much identifying information as possible. This includes the author (if available), the title
of the specific page or article, the name of the website, and the URL. It is also crucial to include the
date of publication or last update, and the date of access.

Example of a webpage with an author:

e Anderson, Sarah. "The Future of Renewable Energy." GreenTech Blog, August 15, 2022.
https://www.greentechblog.com/future-energy.

Example of a webpage without an author:

e "Understanding Climate Change." National Geographic, January 10, 2023.
https://www.nationalgeographic.com/environment/climate-change (accessed October 26,
2023).

When an online source has no clear author, you alphabetize by the title. If there is no date of
publication or update, you may note "n.d." for no date. Always include the date you accessed the
information, as web content can change or disappear.

Other Common Sources

Beyond books and articles, a Chicago bibliography might include a variety of other sources such as
newspaper articles, magazine articles, interviews, dissertations, and even government documents.
Each of these has its own specific formatting rules within the Chicago style.

Example of a newspaper article:

e Davis, Michael. "Local Economy Shows Signs of Recovery." Chicago Tribune, October 25,
2023.

Example of a magazine article:

e Lee, Jessica. "The Evolution of Social Media." Time Magazine, October 2023.

Example of an interview:

e Thompson, Robert. Interview by Emily Carter. October 20, 2023.



For interviews, it's important to note who conducted the interview and when it took place. If the
interview was published or broadcast, include that information as well.

Tips for Creating an Effective Chicago Bibliography

Creating a high-quality Chicago bibliography involves more than just knowing the rules; it requires
attention to detail and good organizational practices. Start by keeping meticulous records of your
sources as you research. This means noting down all relevant publication details for every book,
article, website, or other material you consult.

Utilize citation management software. Tools like Zotero, Mendeley, or EndNote can be invaluable for
organizing your sources and generating bibliographies automatically. While these tools require
initial setup and careful data entry, they can save considerable time and reduce errors, especially for
large projects. Always review the generated bibliography to ensure it adheres to Chicago style, as
software is not always perfect.

Proofread your bibliography thoroughly. After generating your bibliography, take the time to read
through each entry carefully. Check for any inconsistencies in punctuation, capitalization, or
formatting. Ensure that all necessary information is present and accurate. A single misplaced
comma or typo can detract from the overall professionalism of your work.

Consult the official Chicago Manual of Style. For the most accurate and up-to-date guidance, always
refer to the latest edition of The Chicago Manual of Style or its online version. Style guides are
updated periodically, and older versions may contain outdated information. Many universities also
provide style guides or workshops that can help you navigate the complexities of CMOS.

Consistency is Key

The most important tip for creating an effective Chicago bibliography is to maintain absolute
consistency. This applies to all aspects of formatting, from the use of italics and quotation marks to
the punctuation and indentation. If you decide to format a particular element a certain way, ensure
it is applied uniformly throughout the entire bibliography.

Accuracy of Information

Ensure all information presented in your bibliography is accurate. This includes author names, titles,
publication dates, page numbers, and URLs. Errors in these details can make it difficult or
impossible for readers to locate your sources. Double-check all facts against the original source
material.



Clarity and Readability

A well-formatted bibliography should be easy to read and navigate. The use of hanging indents, clear
alphabetical ordering, and consistent spacing all contribute to readability. When a bibliography is
clear and well-organized, it enhances the credibility of your work and demonstrates your attention to
detail.

Reviewing Footnotes/Endnotes

In the notes-bibliography system, ensure that every note corresponds to an entry in the bibliography
and vice versa. If a source is cited in a note, it must appear in the bibliography. If a source is in the
bibliography, it should ideally have been cited in at least one note, unless the instructions specify
otherwise (e.g., listing all consulted sources).

The process of creating a Chicago citation bibliography example might seem daunting at first, but
with a systematic approach and a good understanding of the core principles, it becomes a
manageable and essential part of academic writing. By following these guidelines and paying close
attention to detail, you can produce a professional and accurate bibliography that strengthens your
scholarly work.

FAQ

Q: What is the main difference between the notes-bibliography
system and the author-date system in Chicago style?

A: The notes-bibliography system uses footnotes or endnotes to cite sources within the text, with a
comprehensive bibliography at the end. The author-date system uses parenthetical citations in the
text (e.g., (Smith 2020, 15)) and a reference list at the end, which is also alphabetized.

Q: How do I handle a source with no author in a Chicago
bibliography?

A: If a source has no author, you alphabetize the entry by the first significant word of the title,
ignoring articles like "A," "An," and "The." For example, if a book is titled "The Great Depression," it
would be listed under "G."

Q: Do I need to include the publisher's location in a Chicago
bibliography?

A: Yes, for books, the place of publication is generally required. If there are multiple publication
locations listed, Chicago style typically recommends using the first one. If no location is provided,
you can omit it.



Q: How do I cite a specific edition of a book in Chicago style?

A: If you are using an edition other than the first, you should indicate the edition number. For
example, after the book title, you would add "2nd ed." or "revised ed."

Q: What is a DOI and why is it important for online journal
articles?

A: DOI stands for Digital Object Identifier. It is a unique alphanumeric string that identifies a digital
object, such as an online journal article. Including the DOI is the preferred method for citing online
articles as it provides a stable and persistent link to the content, even if the URL changes.

Q: How do I format the bibliography if I have multiple works
by the same author?

A: When listing multiple works by the same author, alphabetize the works by title. For subsequent
works by the same author after the first one listed, replace the author's name with three hyphens
followed by a period (---.).

Q: Should I include access dates for all online sources in my
Chicago bibliography?

A: Including the access date is crucial for online sources that are likely to change or disappear, such
as webpages or blog posts. For stable online resources like e-books or journal articles with DOIs, an
access date is often not required.

Q: What is the correct punctuation for separating elements
within a Chicago bibliography entry?

A: Generally, commas are used to separate elements within a Chicago bibliography entry, such as
the author's name from the title, or the title from the publication information. Periods are typically
used to mark the end of an entire entry or major sections within it. Colons are often used to separate
the publisher from the publication date or the volume from the issue number of a journal.
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