
chicago author-date citation for religious studies

The Chicago Manual of Style offers two primary systems for academic citation: notes-bibliography and

author-date. For religious studies, the author-date system is frequently adopted due to its directness

and clarity in referencing sources within the text, particularly when dealing with a wide array of

foundational texts, scholarly analyses, and historical documents. This guide will delve into the specifics

of implementing the chicago author-date citation for religious studies, covering essential elements from

in-text citations to the comprehensive reference list. Understanding these conventions ensures

academic integrity and enhances the accessibility of your research to fellow scholars in the field. We

will explore how to cite various religious texts, scholarly works, and other relevant sources, providing

practical examples to illuminate the process.
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Understanding the Chicago Author-Date System

The Chicago Manual of Style's author-date system is a widely respected and employed method for

academic referencing. Its core principle is to provide a concise citation directly within the body of the

text, followed by a detailed list of all sources consulted at the end of the work. This approach aims to

offer readers immediate access to source information without disrupting the flow of reading with

extensive footnotes or endnotes, making it especially useful for disciplines like religious studies where

source material can be diverse and extensive.



In this system, each in-text citation typically includes the author's last name and the year of

publication. For religious studies, this often means citing the author of a secondary scholarly work or,

in certain contexts, the compiler or editor of a translated religious text. The year of publication is crucial

for distinguishing between different editions of the same work, a common occurrence with classical

religious scriptures and scholarly commentaries. This immediate contextualization allows readers to

quickly identify the source being referenced and its publication history.

In-Text Citations in Religious Studies

The fundamental structure of an in-text citation in the Chicago author-date system is straightforward:

(Author's Last Name Year, Page Number). For example, a reference to a book by Karen Armstrong

published in 2001 might appear as (Armstrong 2001, 45). The page number is essential for pinpointing

the exact location of the information or quotation within the source. If an author has multiple works

published in the same year, they are distinguished by adding lowercase letters (e.g., 2001a, 2001b) as

assigned in the reference list.

When paraphrasing or summarizing information from a source, the page number is generally optional

but highly recommended for clarity. However, for direct quotations, including the page number is

mandatory. If the author's name is mentioned in the sentence, it does not need to be repeated in the

parenthetical citation, simplifying the text. For instance, one could write: As Karen Armstrong explains,

the early Christians... (2001, 45).

Special considerations arise when citing religious texts. Instead of an author's name and publication

year, these are often cited by the name of the text, book, chapter, and verse. For example, a citation

to the Book of Genesis might look like (Genesis 3:4-5). The specific convention for religious texts will

be detailed further in a dedicated section, but the principle remains to provide enough information for

immediate identification and retrieval.

Citing Works with No Author

In instances where a work lacks an identifiable author, the citation typically defaults to the title of the

work. The title is usually shortened in subsequent citations but fully listed in the reference list. For



example, if you are citing an encyclopedia entry on Buddhism without a named author, the in-text

citation might be (Encyclopedia of World Religions, 2010, 112). The full title would then appear in the

reference list, alphabetically by title.

Citing Multiple Authors

For works with two or three authors, all authors' last names are included in the in-text citation,

connected by "and." For example: (Smith and Jones 2018, 78). If a work has four or more authors, the

citation lists only the first author's last name followed by "et al." (meaning "and others"). This

convention saves space within the text while still pointing to the correct source in the reference list,

which will provide all authors' names. For instance: (Williams et al. 2020, 152).

Citing Edited Volumes

When citing a chapter or essay within an edited volume, the in-text citation should attribute the work to

the author of the specific chapter, not the editor of the entire volume. For example, if a chapter by

John Doe is in a book edited by Jane Smith, the citation would be (Doe 2015, 22). The reference list

entry will then clearly indicate both the chapter author and the editor of the collected work.

Crafting the Reference List for Religious Studies

The reference list, appearing at the end of your paper, is a crucial component of the chicago author-

date system. It provides complete bibliographic information for every source cited in the text, allowing

readers to locate and verify your sources. Each entry must be meticulously formatted to ensure

consistency and accuracy.

Entries in the reference list are arranged alphabetically by the author's last name. If a source has no

author, it is alphabetized by its title (ignoring initial articles like "a," "an," or "the"). The author-date

system requires that each entry begin with the author's last name followed by their first name or

initials. The year of publication immediately follows the author's name, enclosed in parentheses. This



arrangement is key to linking the in-text citations directly to their full bibliographic details.

For religious texts, the reference list entry will often begin with the title of the scripture or text, followed

by publication details. This deviates from the author-name-first convention but is standard for sacred

works. The goal remains to provide a clear and unambiguous identifier for each source consulted.

Formatting Book Entries

A standard book entry in the reference list includes the author's name, the publication year in

parentheses, the full title of the book (italicized), and publication information such as the city of

publication and the publisher. For example: Smith, John. 2019. The History of Early Christianity. New

York: Oxford University Press.

If the book is a revised edition, the edition number is included after the title and before the publication

information. For edited books, the editor's name is listed first, followed by "ed." or "eds." after their

name, before the year. For example: Jones, Emily, ed. 2021. Contemporary Islamic Thought. London:

Bloomsbury Academic.

Formatting Journal Article Entries

Journal articles are cited by the author's name, followed by the publication year in parentheses, the

title of the article (in quotation marks), the title of the journal (italicized), the volume number, the issue

number (in parentheses), and the page range of the article. For example: Brown, David. 2022. "The

Synoptic Problem Revisited." Journal of Biblical Literature 141 (2): 235-255.

When citing an online journal article accessed without a DOI (Digital Object Identifier), you should

include the journal name, volume, issue, page numbers, and the URL. If a DOI is available, it is

preferred and should be listed instead of the URL. The inclusion of these details ensures that your

readers can easily locate the specific article you referenced.



Citing Sacred and Religious Texts

Citing sacred and religious texts in religious studies requires specific conventions that differ slightly

from standard author-date formatting. Typically, the name of the scripture itself, rather than an author,

serves as the primary identifier. When using Chicago author-date, the reference list entry will begin

with the title of the text, followed by publication details of the specific edition used. However, in-text

citations are often simplified to the book, chapter, and verse, as the publication details are assumed

from the reference list.

For instance, a citation to a passage in the New Testament might appear in the text as (John 3:16).

The reference list would then provide the full details of the Bible translation used. For example: The

Holy Bible, New International Version. 2011. Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan.

For older texts like the Qur'an, citations are typically by chapter (surah) and verse (ayah). Thus, an in-

text reference might be (Qur'an 4:157). The reference list entry would identify the specific translation or

edition of the Qur'an used.

Citing Specific Editions of Religious Texts

It is vital to specify the exact edition or translation of a religious text you are using, as interpretations

and translations can vary significantly. Your reference list entry must reflect this. For classical texts like

the Torah or the Upanishads, you may cite specific scholarly editions that provide critical apparatus or

commentary.

For example, a reference to a specific edition of the Bhagavad Gita might look like this in the reference

list: The Bhagavad Gita: A Translation and Commentary. Edited by Edwin F. Bryant. 2007. New York:

Oxford University Press.

Handling Different Religious Traditions

Different religious traditions may have slightly different established citation practices. For example,

Buddhist sutras or Hindu Puranas will have their own nomenclature for chapters and sections. Always

consult style guides specific to your subfield within religious studies or adhere to the conventions



established by the primary scholarly resources in that area. The overarching principle remains to

provide clarity and accessibility for your readers.

Citing Secondary Sources in Religious Studies

The citation of secondary sources—scholarly books and articles written about religious topics—follows

the standard Chicago author-date format closely. These sources form the bulk of most academic

research in religious studies, providing analysis, historical context, and theoretical frameworks for

understanding religious phenomena.

As mentioned earlier, in-text citations for secondary sources will include the author's last name, the

year of publication, and the page number(s). For example: (Smith 2018, 102). The reference list entry

will then provide the complete bibliographic details for the book or article, facilitating retrieval.

When referencing a scholarly work that interprets or analyzes religious texts, it's important to

distinguish between citing the secondary source and citing the primary religious text itself. The former

uses the author-date system, while the latter uses its specific textual reference. For example, you

might write: Scholars have debated the meaning of this passage (Jones 2010, 56), which refers to the

text itself (Genesis 1:2).

Citing Scholarly Books

The format for citing scholarly books is consistent: Author's Last Name, First Name. Year. Title of

Book. City of Publication: Publisher.

If you are citing a translation of a scholarly work originally published in another language, you will list

the translator, not the author, in the initial position, followed by the original author. For example:

Translator's Last Name, First Name, trans. Author's Last Name, First Name. Year. Title of Translated

Book. City of Publication: Publisher.



Citing Scholarly Articles

For scholarly articles published in peer-reviewed journals, the format is: Author's Last Name, First

Name. Year. “Title of Article.” Title of Journal Volume (Issue): Page Numbers.

When citing articles from edited collections, the format shifts to acknowledge the chapter author and

the editor of the collection: Author's Last Name, First Name. Year. “Title of Chapter.” In Title of Edited

Book, edited by Editor's First Name Last Name, Page Numbers. City of Publication: Publisher.

Common Challenges and Solutions

Navigating the Chicago author-date citation system for religious studies can present unique challenges,

particularly concerning the vastness and variety of source materials. One common difficulty arises from

identifying a clear "author" for ancient religious texts or collections of oral traditions. In such cases, the

convention is to cite the title of the text itself, as discussed previously.

Another challenge involves works with multiple editions or translations of religious texts. It is imperative

to be precise and cite the specific edition used, noting any significant differences in translation or

commentary that might affect your interpretation or argumentation. Ensuring consistency in how these

are presented in both in-text citations and the reference list is key.

When dealing with online resources, especially those from religious organizations or academic

archives, verifying the author and publication date can sometimes be difficult. If a clear author and

date are absent, it may be prudent to seek an alternative, more reliably sourced text. If the online

source is essential, it should be cited with the information available, and if a date is missing, "n.d." (no

date) can be used, though this is generally discouraged if a dated source is available.

Dealing with Anonymous Works

Some religious texts or scholarly works may not have a clearly attributed author. For anonymous

works, the title is used in place of the author's name in both in-text and reference list citations. For

example, if you are citing a collection of anonymous prayers, the in-text citation might be (Collection of

Ancient Prayers, 2005, 32). The reference list would then begin with "Collection of Ancient Prayers."



Consistency in Citing Multiple Works by the Same Author

When an author has multiple publications within the same year, it is essential to distinguish them in

both the in-text citations and the reference list. The Chicago Manual of Style requires appending

lowercase letters to the year (e.g., 2020a, 2020b). These letters are assigned alphabetically based on

the order in which the works appear in the reference list. For example, if John Smith published two

books in 2020, the in-text citations might be (Smith 2020a, 75) and (Smith 2020b, 112).

Ensuring Accuracy in Page Numbers

The accuracy of page numbers is paramount for an effective citation system. In religious studies,

where direct quotations and specific doctrinal points are often scrutinized, imprecise page references

can lead to misinterpretation. Always double-check that the page number cited in the text corresponds

precisely to the location of the information in your source. This diligence is a hallmark of rigorous

scholarship.

FAQ Section

Q: What is the primary difference between Chicago author-date and

notes-bibliography systems for religious studies?

A: The primary difference lies in how sources are referenced. The author-date system uses

parenthetical citations within the text (Author Year, Page) linked to a reference list, while the notes-

bibliography system uses footnotes or endnotes for citations and a bibliography at the end. For

religious studies, author-date often offers more streamlined in-text referencing, especially when dealing

with numerous citations to foundational texts and scholarly works.



Q: How do I cite a specific translation of the Bible using the Chicago

author-date system?

A: In-text, you would typically cite the book, chapter, and verse (e.g., Genesis 1:27). In the reference

list, you would provide the full bibliographic details of the specific translation used, starting with the title

of the Bible and its publication information, not an author. For example: The Holy Bible, New Revised

Standard Version. Edited by Bruce M. Metzger. 1989. New York: Oxford University Press.

Q: What is the correct way to cite a sacred text like the Qur'an in

Chicago author-date?

A: In the text, cite by chapter (surah) and verse (ayah), for example: (Qur'an 2:190). In the reference

list, provide the full details of the specific translation or edition used, beginning with the title of the

Qur'an: The Qur'an. Translated by Tarif Khalidi. 2001. New York: Penguin Classics.

Q: How do I cite a scholarly article about religious studies when the

author has multiple articles published in the same year?

A: When an author has multiple works from the same year, you must distinguish them with lowercase

letters appended to the publication year. For example, if an author published two articles in 2021, the

in-text citations would be (Author 2021a, 45) and (Author 2021b, 112). These letters should correspond

to the alphabetical order of the works as they appear in your reference list.

Q: What if a religious text I am citing has no clear author or editor

listed for the specific edition?

A: In such cases, the title of the religious text itself will be used as the primary identifier. In the

reference list, alphabetize the entry by the title of the text. For example, if citing an ancient collection of

hymns without an attributed author, the reference list entry would begin with "Collection of Ancient



Hymns."

Q: Can I use a simplified in-text citation for frequently cited religious

texts?

A: Yes, once a specific edition of a primary religious text has been fully identified in the reference list,

you can use a shortened, consistent in-text citation for subsequent references. This typically involves

the book, chapter, and verse (e.g., "as stated in Isaiah 53:5"). The reference list entry should always

provide the complete bibliographic information for the edition used.

Q: How should I cite a chapter within an edited volume of essays on

religious topics?

A: For an edited volume, the in-text citation refers to the author of the specific chapter, not the editor of

the entire volume. For example: (Davies 2019, 78). Your reference list entry would then list the chapter

author first, followed by the chapter title in quotation marks, then the editor(s) of the volume, and the

full details of the book.
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