CHALLENGES OF REENTRY POLICYMAKERS

CHALLENGES OF REENTRY POLICYMAKERS ARE MULTIFACETED AND PROFOUNDLY IMPACT THE SUCCESSFUL REINTEGRATION OF
INDIVIDUALS RETURNING TO SOCIETY AFTER INCARCERATION. THESE CHALLENGES SPAN ECONOMIC, SOCIAL, AND SYSTEMIC
BARRIERS THAT REQUIRE CAREFUL CONSIDERATION AND INNOVATIVE SOLUTIONS. POLICYMAKERS GRAPPLE WITH ISSUES RANGING
FROM EMPLOYMENT DISCRIMINATION AND HOUSING INSTABILITY TO THE COMPLEXITIES OF HEALTHCARE ACCESS AND THE NEED FOR
EFFECTIVE REHABILITATION PROGRAMS. ADDRESSING THESE HURDLES IS CRUCIAL FOR REDUCING RECIDIVISM, ENHANCING PUBLIC
SAFETY, AND FOSTERING MORE INCLUSIVE COMMUNITIES. THIS ARTICLE DELVES INTO THE CORE DIFFICULTIES FACED BY THOSE
TASKED WITH SHAPING REENTRY POLICIES AND EXPLORES THE INTERCONNECTEDNESS OF THESE ISSUES.
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THe EcoNoMIC LANDSCAPE OF REENTRY

ONE OF THE MOST SIGNIFICANT HURDLES POLICYMAKERS FACE IS THE ECONOMIC DISENFRANCHISEMENT EXPERIENCED BY
INDIVIDUALS RETURNING FROM PRISON. A CRIMINAL RECORD OFTEN ACTS AS A PERPETUAL BARRIER TO STABLE EMPLOYMENT,
EVEN FOR THOSE WHO HAVE COMPLETED THEIR SENTENCES AND ARE EAGER TO CONTRIBUTE TO THE WORKFORCE. EMPLOYERS
MAY BE HESITANT TO HIRE INDIVIDUALS WITH A PAST CONVICTION DUE TO PERCEIVED RISKS, INSURANCE CONCERNS, OR SIMPLY A
LACK OF UNDERSTANDING ABOUT REHABILITATION EFFORTS. THIS CAN LEAD TO A CYCLE OF UNDEREMPLOYMENT OR
UNEMPLOYMENT, MAKING IT DIFFICULT FOR INDIVIDUALS TO SECURE BASIC NECESSITIES AND SUPPORT THEIR FAMILIES.

POLICYMAKERS MUST CONTEND WITH LEGISLATION THAT CAN INADVERTENTLY PENALIZE EMPLOYERS WHO HIRE FORMERLY
INCARCERATED INDIVIDUALS, SUCH AS “BAN THE BOX” INITIATIVES THAT ARE NOT UNIVERSALLY ADOPTED OR ENFORCED.
FURTHERMORE, THE TYPES OF JOBS AVAILABLE TO INDIVIDUALS WITH CRIMINAL RECORDS ARE OFTEN LOW~WAGE, OFFERING
LITTLE OPPORTUNITY FOR UPWARD MOBILITY OR BENEFITS LIKE HEALTH INSURANCE AND RETIREMENT PLANS. THIS ECONOMIC
PRECARITY NOT ONLY AFFECTS THE INDIVIDUAL BUT ALSO HAS BROADER SOCIETAL IMPLICATIONS, INCLUDING INCREASED
RELIANCE ON SOCIAL SERVICES AND A HIGHER LIKELIHOOD OF RECIDIVISM.

ADDRESSING EMPLOYMENT DISCRIMINATION

T ACKLING EMPLOYMENT DISCRIMINATION REQUIRES A MULTI-PRONGED APPROACH. POLICYMAKERS ARE TASKED WITH CREATING
LEGISLATION THAT NOT ONLY REMOVES BARRIERS TO EMPLOYMENT BUT ALSO INCENTIVIZES HIRING. THIS CAN INCLUDE TAX
CREDITS FOR EMPLOYERS WHO HIRE FORMERLY INCARCERATED INDIVIDUALS, “EAIR CHANCE” HIRING LAWS THAT LIMIT THE EXTENT
TO WHICH EMPLOYERS CAN CONSIDER AN APPLICANT'S CRIMINAL HISTORY, AND THE PROMOTION OF APPRENTICESHIP PROGRAMS
TAILORED TO THE NEEDS OF THIS POPULATION. EDUCATING EMPLOYERS ABOUT THE POTENTIAL OF THIS WORKFORCE AND
DISPELLING MYTHS ABOUT RECIDIVISM RATES AMONG THOSE WHO ARE GAINFULLY EMPLOYED ARE ALSO CRITICAL COMPONENTS.

THe IMPACT oF LIMITED FINANCIAL RESOURCES

THE LACK OF FINANCIAL RESOURCES UPON RELEASE IS ANOTHER SUBSTANTIAL CHALLENGE. MANY INDIVIDUALS LEAVE PRISON
WITH LITTLE TO NO SAVINGS, MAKING IT DIFFICULT TO AFFORD BASIC NECESSITIES LIKE TRANSPORTATION, WORK CLOTHING, OR
EVEN A SECURITY DEPOSIT FOR HOUSING. POLICYMAKERS MUST CONSIDER THE NEED FOR TRANSITIONAL FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE
PROGRAMS THAT CAN BRIDGE THIS GAP, PROVIDING INDIVIDUALS WITH THE IMMEDIATE SUPPORT THEY NEED TO BEGIN THEIR
REINTEGRATION PROCESS. THIS MIGHT INCLUDE GRANTS FOR JOB TRAINING, STIPENDS FOR ESSENTIAL LIVING EXPENSES, OR
ACCESS TO MICROLOAN PROGRAMS.



SociAL STIGMA AND COMMUNITY INTEGRATION

BEYOND ECONOMIC BARRIERS, THE SOCIAL STIGMA ASSOCIATED WITH A CRIMINAL RECORD PRESENTS A PROFOUND CHALLENGE
FOR REENTRY. INDIVIDUALS RETURNING TO THEIR COMMUNITIES OFTEN FACE OSTRACIZATION, MISTRUST, AND A SENSE OF BEING
PERMANENTLY MARKED. THIS CAN HINDER THEIR ABILITY TO REBUILD SOCIAL NETWORKS, RECONNECT WITH FAMILY, AND
PARTICIPATE FULLY IN CIVIC LIFE. POLICYMAKERS MUST DEVISE STRATEGIES THAT AIM TO REDUCE THIS STIGMA AND PROMOTE A
MORE INCLUSIVE AND UNDERSTANDING SOCIETY.

THE PERCEPTION OF FORMER OFFENDERS AS INHERENTLY DANGEROUS OR UNTRUSTWORTHY CAN PERMEATE COMMUNITY
ATTITUDES AND INFLUENCE LOCAL POLICIES. THIS CAN MANIFEST IN RESTRICTIVE ORDINANCES, SUCH AS PROHIBITIONS ON
CERTAIN INDIVIDUALS LIVING IN PARTICULAR NEIGHBORHOODS OR PARTICIPATING IN COMMUNITY ORGANIZATIONS. OVERCOMING
THESE DEEPLY INGRAINED BIASES REQUIRES PUBLIC EDUCATION CAMPAIGNS, RESTORATIVE JUSTICE INITIATIVES, AND THE ACTIVE
INVOLVEMENT OF COMMUNITY LEADERS IN WELCOMING AND SUPPORTING RETURNING CITIZENS.

ReBUILDING FAMILY AND SociAL CONNECTIONS

THE EROSION OF FAMILY AND SOCIAL CONNECTIONS DURING INCARCERATION CAN BE DEVASTATING. REENTRY POLICIES NEED TO
ACTIVELY SUPPORT THE REUNIFICATION OF FAMILIES AND THE REBUILDING OF HEALTHY RELATIONSHIPS. THIS INVOLVES
FACILITATING COMMUNICATION DURING INCARCERATION, PROVIDING FAMILY COUNSELING SERVICES, AND CREATING
OPPORTUNITIES FOR POSITIVE ENGAGEMENT ONCE INDIVIDUALS ARE RELEASED. STRONG SOCIAL SUPPORT SYSTEMS ARE A KNOWN
PREDICTOR OF SUCCESSFUL REENTRY AND REDUCED RECIDIVISM.

COMMUNITY RECEPTIVENESS AND SUPPORT SERVICES

THE LEVEL OF COMMUNITY RECEPTIVENESS TO RETURNING CITIZENS VARIES GREATLY. IN SOME AREAS, THERE ARE ROBUST
SUPPORT NETWORKS AND ORGANIZATIONS DEDICATED TO ASSISTING WITH REENTRY, WHILE IN OTHERS, SUCH RESOURCES ARE
SCARCE. POLICYMAKERS FACE THE CHALLENGE OF ENSURING EQUITABLE ACCESS TO THESE SERVICES ACROSS DIFFERENT REGIONS
AND DEMOGRAPHIC GROUPS. THIS MIGHT INVOLVE FUNDING COMMUNITY-BASED ORGANIZATIONS, FOSTERING PARTNERSHIPS
BETWEEN CORRECTIONAL FACILITIES AND LOCAL SERVICE PROVIDERS, AND DEVELOPING CLEAR PATHWAYS FOR INDIVIDUALS TO
ACCESS THE HELP THEY NEED.

HeALTHCARE ACCESS AND MeNTAL HEALTH SUPPORT

ACCESS TO ADEQUATE HEALTHCARE, PARTICULARLY MENTAL HEALTH AND SUBSTANCE USE DISORDER TREATMENT, IS A
CRITICAL COMPONENT OF SUCCESSFUL REENTRY THAT OFTEN PROVES CHALLENGING FOR POLICYMAKERS. MANY INDIVIDUALS
EXITING CORRECTIONAL FACILITIES HAVE PRE-EXISTING HEALTH CONDITIONS, CHRONIC ILLNESSES, OR SUBSTANCE USE DISORDERS
THAT REQUIRE ONGOING CARE. THE TRANSITION FROM THE STRUCTURED, ALBEIT OFTEN INADEQUATE, HEALTHCARE PROVIDED
WITHIN PRISONS TO COMMUNITY-BASED SERVICES CAN BE JARRING AND LEAD TO SIGNIFICANT GAPS IN TREATMENT.

MENTAL HEALTH ISSUES ARE PREVALENT AMONG INCARCERATED POPULATIONS, EXACERBATED BY THE TRAUMA OF
INCARCERATION AND THE CHALLENGES OF REINTEGRATION. W/ ITHOUT CONSISTENT ACCESS TO MENTAL HEALTHCARE,
INDIVIDUALS ARE AT A HIGHER RISK OF RELAPSE, INVOLVEMENT IN CRIMINAL ACTIVITY, AND OVERALL INSTABILITY.
POLICYMAKERS MUST NAVIGATE THE COMPLEXITIES OF INSURANCE COVERAGE, PROVIDER AVAILABILITY, AND THE COORDINATION
OF CARE BETWEEN CORRECTIONAL SYSTEMS AND COMMUNITY HEALTH PROVIDERS.

ConTINnUITY oF CARE DURING TRANSITION

ENSURING CONTINUITY OF CARE IS PARAMOUNT. THIS INVOLVES IDENTIFYING INDIVIDUALS WITH HEALTHCARE NEEDS WHILE THEY
ARE STILL INCARCERATED, DEVELOPING TREATMENT PLANS, AND FACILITATING A SMOOTH TRANSITION TO COMMUNITY
PROVIDERS UPON RELEASE. CHALLENGES INCLUDE THE LACK OF READILY AVAILABLE MEDICAL RECORDS FROM CORRECTIONAL
FACILITIES, THE ELIGIBILITY OF INDIVIDUALS FOR MEDICAID OR OTHER INSURANCE PROGRAMS, AND THE SHORTAGE OF MENTAL
HEALTH PROFESSIONALS IN MANY COMMUNITIES, PARTICULARLY THOSE SERVING LOW-INCOME POPULATIONS.



ADDRESSING SUBSTANCE UsE DISORDERS

SUBSTANCE USE DISORDERS ARE A SIGNIFICANT DRIVER OF CRIME AND RECIDIVISM. POLICYMAKERS MUST PRIORITIZE ACCESS TO
EVIDENCE-BASED TREATMENT FOR ADDICTION, INCLUDING MEDICATION-ASSISTED TREATMENT, COUNSELING, AND SUPPORT
GROUPS. HO\X/EVER, THE AVAILABILITY AND QUALITY OF THESE SERVICES CAN VARY SIGNIFICANTLY, AND MANY INDIVIDUALS
FACE STIGMA AND DISCRIMINATION WHEN SEEKING HELP. DEVELOPING COMPREHENSIVE STRATEGIES THAT INTEGRATE ADDICTION
TREATMENT INTO REENTRY PLANS IS ESSENTIAL FOR LONG-TERM RECOVERY AND DESISTANCE.

HoUSING INSTABILITY AND HOMELESSNESS PREVENTION

STABLE HOUSING IS A FUNDAMENTAL NEED FOR SUCCESSFUL REENTRY, YET IT REMAINS ONE OF THE MOST PERSISTENT
CHALLENGES FOR POLICYMAKERS. A CRIMINAL RECORD CAN MAKE IT INCREDIBLY DIFFICULT TO SECURE HOUSING, WITH MANY
LANDLORDS UNWILLING TO RENT TO INDIVIDUALS WITH CONVICTIONS DUE TO CONCERNS ABOUT RELIABILITY, POTENTIAL
DAMAGE, OR LEASE VIOLATIONS. THIS OFTEN PUSHES FORMERLY INCARCERATED INDIVIDUALS INTO SUBSTANDARD LIVING
SITUATIONS OR, WORSE, HOMELESSNESS.

THE LACK OF AFFORDABLE HOUSING OPTIONS FURTHER EXACERBATES THIS PROBLEM. EVEN WHEN INDIVIDUALS CAN OVERCOME
THE INITIAL SCREENING HURDLES, THE HIGH COST OF RENT IN MANY AREAS MAKES IT DIFFICULT TO MAINTAIN STABLE HOUSING ON
THE WAGES THEY CAN TYPICALLY EARN. POLICYMAKERS MUST ADDRESS THE SYSTEMIC ISSUES OF HOUSING AFFORDARBILITY AND
DEVELOP TARGETED STRATEGIES TO SUPPORT INDIVIDUALS WITH CRIMINAL RECORDS IN FINDING AND MAINTAINING SAFE AND
STABLE PLACES TO LIVE.

BARRIERS TO SECURING RENTAL HoUsING

THE LEGAL AND PRACTICAL BARRIERS TO SECURING RENTAL HOUSING ARE NUMEROUS. MANY HOUSING AUTHORITIES AND PRIVATE
LANDLORDS HAVE POLICIES THAT AUTOMATICALLY DISQUALIFY INDIVIDUALS WITH CERTAIN TYPES OF CONVICTIONS,
REGARDLESS OF THE TIME ELAPSED SINCE RELEASE OR EVIDENCE OF REHABILITATION. POLICYMAKERS ARE CHALLENGED WITH
ADVOCATING FOR THE REPEAL OR MODIFICATION OF THESE EXCLUSIONARY POLICIES AND PROMOTING HOUSING OPTIONS THAT
ARE INCLUSIVE OF ALL COMMUNITY MEMBERS.

TRANSITIONAL AND SUPPORTIVE HOUSING PROGRAMS

THE DEVELOPMENT AND FUNDING OF TRANSITIONAL AND SUPPORTIVE HOUSING PROGRAMS ARE CRUCIAL. THESE PROGRAMS OFFER
A TEMPORARY SAFE HAVEN, OFTEN COUPLED WITH CASE MANAGEMENT AND LIFE SKILLS TRAINING, TO HELP INDIVIDUALS PREPARE
FOR INDEPENDENT LIVING. HO\)VEVER, THE DEMAND FOR SUCH PROGRAMS OFTEN OUTSTRIPS THE AVAILABLE SUPPLY, AND
SECURING SUSTAINABLE FUNDING CAN BE A SIGNIFICANT HURDLE FOR POLICYMAKERS.

THe CRIMINAL JUsTICE SYSTEM'S ROLE IN REENTRY

THE VERY SYSTEM THAT INCARCERATES INDIVIDUALS ALSO PLAYS A PIVOTAL ROLE IN THEIR REENTRY, CREATING A COMPLEX
AND OFTEN CONTRADICTORY DYNAMIC FOR POLICYMAKERS. DECISIONS MADE WITHIN THE CRIMINAL JUSTICE SYSTEM, FROM
SENTENCING TO PAROLE AND PROBATION CONDITIONS, CAN EITHER FACILITATE OR IMPEDE SUCCESSFUL REINTEGRATION.
POLICYMAKERS MUST CRITICALLY EXAMINE HOW THESE PROCESSES CONTRIBUTE TO THE CHALLENGES FACED BY RETURNING
CITIZENS.

THE OFTEN-ONEROUS CONDITIONS OF PAROLE AND PROBATION CAN BE A SIGNIFICANT SOURCE OF STRESS AND A POTENTIAL
PATHWAY BACK TO INCARCERATION. FREQUENT CHECK-INS, STRICT CURFEWS, MANDATORY DRUG TESTING, AND LIMITATIONS ON
MOVEMENT CAN MAKE IT EXCEEDINGLY DIFFICULT FOR INDIVIDUALS TO FIND AND MAINTAIN EMPLOYMENT, COMPLETE EDUCATIONAL
PROGRAMS, OR ENGAGE IN PROSOCIAL ACTIVITIES. POLICYMAKERS NEED TO CONSIDER HOW THESE CONDITIONS CAN BE REFORMED
TO BE MORE SUPPORTIVE OF REINTEGRATION RATHER THAN PUNITIVE.



PAROLE AND PROBATION REFORM

REFORMING PAROLE AND PROBATION SYSTEMS TO BE MORE REHABILITATIVE THAN PURELY PUNITIVE IS A KEY CHALLENGE. THIS
INVOLVES MOVING AWAY FROM A “ONE-SIZE-FITS-ALL” APPROACH AND TAILORING SUPERVISION TO THE INDIVIDUAL'S NEEDS
AND RISK LEVEL. POLICYMAKERS MUST ADVOCATE FOR EVIDENCE-BASED PRACTICES THAT FOCUS ON SKILL DEVELOPMENT,
TREATMENT, AND COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT, RATHER THAN SOLELY ON SURVEILLANCE AND THE IMPOSITION OF SANCTIONS FOR
MINOR INFRACTIONS.

CoLLATERAL CONSEQUENCES oF CONVICTION

THE VAST ARRAY OF “COLLATERAL CONSEQUENCES” — LEGAL AND REGULATORY RESTRICTIONS THAT ATTACH TO A CRIMINAL
CONVICTION BEYOND THE SENTENCE ITSELF — REPRESENT A SIGNIFICANT POLICY CHALLENGE. THESE CAN INCLUDE THE LOSS OF
PROFESSIONAL LICENSES, VOTING RIGHTS, ACCESS TO PUBLIC BENEFITS, AND THE ABILITY TO LIVE IN CERTAIN AREAS.
POLICYMAKERS ARE TASKED WITH REVIEWING AND MITIGATING THESE LIFELONG PENALTIES THAT CONTINUE TO PENALIZE
INDIVIDUALS LONG AFTER THEIR DEBT TO SOCIETY HAS BEEN PAID.

EDUCATION AND SKILL DEVELOPMENT BARRIERS

FOR MANY INDIVIDUALS RETURNING FROM INCARCERATION, EDUCATIONAL ATTAINMENT AND THE ACQUISITION OF MARKETABLE
JOB SKILLS ARE SIGNIFICANTLY UNDERDEVELOPED. THIS LACK OF FOUNDATIONAL EDUCATION AND VOCATIONAL TRAINING
SEVERELY LIMITS THEIR EMPLOYMENT PROSPECTS AND ECONOMIC SELF-SUFFICIENCY. POLICYMAKERS FACE THE CHALLENGE OF
ENSURING THAT CORRECTIONAL FACILITIES PROVIDE ROBUST EDUCATIONAL AND VOCATIONAL PROGRAMMING AND THAT
PATHWAYS TO CONTINUING EDUCATION AND SKILL DEVELOPMENT EXIST WITHIN THE COMMUNITY.

THE AVAILABILITY AND QUALITY OF EDUCATIONAL PROGRAMS WITHIN PRISONS CAN VARY DRAMATICALLY, AND OFTEN,
RESOURCES ARE STRETCHED THIN. MOREOVER, THE STIGMA ASSOCIATED WITH PAST EDUCATIONAL FAILURES CAN DETER
INDIVIDUALS FROM PURSUING FURTHER LEARNING. POLICYMAKERS NEED TO ADVOCATE FOR INCREASED INVESTMENT IN THESE
PROGRAMS AND CREATE PARTNERSHIPS WITH EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTIONS AND EMPLOYERS TO ENSURE THAT TRAINING IS
RELEVANT AND LEADS TO MEANINGFUL EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES.

VOCATIONAL TRAINING AND JOB READINESS PROGRAMS

EFFECTIVE VOCATIONAL TRAINING AND JOB READINESS PROGRAMS ARE ESSENTIAL FOR EQUIPPING INDIVIDUALS WITH THE SKILLS
NEEDED FOR TODAYISJOB MARKET. THIS REQUIRES IDENTIFYING IN-DEMAND INDUSTRIES, DEVELOPING CURRICULA THAT ALIGN
WITH EMPLOYER NEEDS, AND PROVIDING HANDS-ON EXPERIENCE. THE CHALLENGE FOR POLICYMAKERS IS TO ENSURE THAT THESE
PROGRAMS ARE NOT ONLY AVAILABLE BUT ALSO OF HIGH QUALITY AND THAT THERE ARE CLEAR PATHWAYS FOR PARTICIPANTS
TO SECURE EMPLOYMENT UPON COMPLETION.

ACCESS ToO HIGHER EDUCATION

ACCESS TO HIGHER EDUCATION CAN BE A POWERFUL TOOL FOR REHABILITATION AND UPWARD MOBILITY. HO\X/EVER, MANY
FORMERLY INCARCERATED INDIVIDUALS FACE SIGNIFICANT BARRIERS TO ENROLLING IN COLLEGE OR UNIVERSITY, INCLUDING
FINANCIAL CONSTRAINTS AND THE LINGERING EFFECTS OF THE JUSTICE SYSTEM. POLICYMAKERS MUST WORK TO DISMANTLE THESE
BARRIERS, SUCH AS RESTORING PELL GRANT ELIGIBILITY FOR INCARCERATED INDIVIDUALS AND SUPPORTING COLLEGE-IN-PRISON
PROGRAMS.

DATA CoLLECTION AND EVIDENCE-BASED PoLicy

THE DEVELOPMENT OF EFFECTIVE REENTRY POLICIES IS HEAVILY RELIANT ON ROBUST DATA COLLECTION AND A COMMITMENT TO
EVIDENCE-BASED PRACTICES. POLICYMAKERS OFTEN STRUGGLE WITH THE AVAILABILITY OF ACCURATE AND COMPREHENSIVE
DATA ON RECIDIVISM RATES, PROGRAM EFFECTIVENESS, AND THE SPECIFIC NEEDS OF RETURNING POPULATIONS. WITHOUT THIS



INFORMATION, IT IS DIFFICULT TO ASSESS WHAT INTERVENTIONS ARE W ORKING AND WHERE RESOURCES SHOULD BE ALLOCATED.

THE FRAGMENTED NATURE OF THE CRIMINAL JUSTICE SYSTEM, COUPLED WITH CHALLENGES IN TRACKING INDIVIDUALS POST~
RELEASE, MAKES DATA COLLECTION A COMPLEX ENDEAVOR. FURTHERMORE, THE POLITICAL WILL AND RESOURCES REQUIRED TO
INVEST IN RIGOROUS RESEARCH AND EVALUATION OF REENTRY PROGRAMS CAN BE LACKING. POLICYMAKERS NEED TO CHAMPION
INITIATIVES THAT PRIORITIZE DATA-DRIVEN DECISION-MAKING AND PROMOTE THE ADOPTION OF PROVEN STRATEGIES.

MEASURING PROGRAM EFFECTIVENESS

A KEY CHALLENGE IS ESTABLISHING CLEAR METRICS FOR SUCCESS AND CONSISTENTLY MEASURING THE EFFECTIVENESS OF REENTRY
PROGRAMS. THIS REQUIRES STANDARDIZED DATA COLLECTION METHODS ACROSS DIFFERENT JURISDICTIONS AND THE COMMITMENT
TO USING EVALUATION FINDINGS TO REFINE AND IMPROVE EXISTING POLICIES AND PROGRAMS. W/ITHOUT THIS, RESOURCES MAY
BE ALLOCATED TO INEFFECTIVE INTERVENTIONS, PERPETUATING THE CYCLE OF CHALLENGES.

UTILIZING RESEARCH TO INFORM PoLICY

TRANSLATING RESEARCH FINDINGS INTO ACTIONABLE POLICY IS AN ONGOING CHALLENGE. POLICYMAKERS MUST BE ABLE TO
UNDERSTAND COMPLEX RESEARCH, ENGAGE WITH EXPERTS, AND OVERCOME POLITICAL OR IDEOLOGICAL OPPOSITION TO
EVIDENCE-BASED REFORMS. FOSTERING A CULTURE OF CONTINUOUS LEARNING AND ADAPTATION WITHIN GOVERNMENT AGENCIES
IS CRUCIAL FOR MAKING PROGRESS IN THE FIELD OF REENTRY.

PoLiTicaL WiLL AND RESOURCE ALLOCATION

ULTIMATELY, MANY OF THE CHALLENGES OF REENTRY BOIL DOWN TO POLITICAL WILL AND THE ALLOCATION OF ADEQUATE

RESOURCES. IMPLEMENTING EFFECTIVE REENTRY STRATEGIES REQUIRES SIGNIFICANT INVESTMENT IN PROGRAMS, SERVICES, AND
SYSTEMIC REFORMS. HOWEVER, THESE INITIATIVES OFTEN COMPETE WITH OTHER PRESSING PUBLIC NEEDS, AND THE POLITICAL
LANDSCAPE CAN BE UNFAVORABLE TO POLICIES PERCEIVED AS “SOFT ON CRIME.”

PUBLIC PERCEPTION AND MEDIA PORTRAYALS OF INDIVIDUALS WITH CRIMINAL RECORDS CAN ALSO INFLUENCE POLITICAL
DECISION-MAKING. POLICYMAKERS OFTEN FACE THE CHALLENGE OF BALANCING PUBLIC SAFETY CONCERNS WITH THE IMPERATIVE
TO SUPPORT REHABILITATION AND REINTEGRATION. BUILDING CONSENSUS AND GARNERING BIPARTISAN SUPPORT FOR
COMPREHENSIVE REENTRY INITIATIVES IS A CONSTANT STRUGGLE. W ITHOUT DEDICATED FUNDING AND SUSTAINED POLITICAL
COMMITMENT, THE BEST-DESIGNED POLICIES WILL STRUGGLE TO ACHIEVE THEIR INTENDED OUTCOMES.

SECURING SUSTAINABLE FUNDING

SECURING SUSTAINABLE AND ADEQUATE FUNDING FOR REENTRY PROGRAMS IS A PERENNIAL CHALLENGE. MANY PROGRAMS RELY ON
GRANTS THAT ARE TIME-LIMITED, CREATING INSTABILITY AND HINDERING LONG~TERM PLANNING. POLICYMAKERS MUST ADVOCATE
FOR DEDICATED FUNDING STREAMS AND EXPLORE INNOVATIVE FINANCING MECHANISMS TO ENSURE THE CONSISTENT AVAILABILITY
OF ESSENTIAL REENTRY SERVICES.

BUILDING PuBLIC AND POLITICAL SUPPORT

EDUCATING THE PUBLIC AND ELECTED OFFICIALS ABOUT THE BENEFITS OF EFFECTIVE REENTRY POLICIES — INCLUDING REDUCED
CRIME RATES, INCREASED TAX REVENUE, AND STRONGER COMMUNITIES — IS VITAL FOR BUILDING SUPPORT. POLICYMAKERS MUST
EFFECTIVELY COMMUNICATE THE RETURN ON INVESTMENT OF REENTRY INITIATIVES AND FRAME THESE EFFORTS AS A MATTER OF
PUBLIC SAFETY AND ECONOMIC PROSPERITY, NOT JUST SOCIAL WELFARE.

FAQ



Q: WHAT ARE THE PRIMARY ECONOMIC CHALLENGES POLICYMAKERS FACE REGARDING
REENTRY?

A: POLICYMAKERS GRAPPLE WITH HIGH RATES OF UNEMPLOYMENT AND UNDEREMPLOYMENT AMONG FORMERLY INCARCERATED
INDIVIDUALS DUE TO EMPLOYER DISCRIMINATION, LACK OF MARKETABLE SKILLS, AND LIMITED FINANCIAL RESOURCES UPON
RELEASE. THIS OFTEN LEADS TO DIFFICULTIES IN SECURING BASIC NECESSITIES AND CONTRIBUTES TO RECIDIVISM.

QZ How DOES SOCIAL STIGMA IMPACT THE WORK OF REENTRY POLICYMAKERS?

A: SOCIAL STIGMA CREATES A SIGNIFICANT BARRIER TO COMMUNITY INTEGRATION, MAKING IT DIFFICULT FOR RETURNING CITIZENS
TO REBUILD RELATIONSHIPS AND FIND ACCEPTANCE. POLICYMAKERS MUST ADDRESS PUBLIC PERCEPTIONS AND DEVELOP
STRATEGIES TO FOSTER MORE INCLUSIVE COMMUNITIES, AS WELL AS COMBAT DISCRIMINATORY PRACTICES IN HOUSING AND
EMPLOYMENT.

Q: WHAT ARE THE MAIN HEALTHCARE-RELATED CHALLENGES FOR REENTRY
POLICYMAKERS?

A: POLICYMAKERS FACE CHALLENGES IN ENSURING CONTINUITY OF CARE FOR INDIVIDUALS WITH PRE-EXISTING HEALTH
CONDITIONS, MENTAL HEALTH ISSUES, AND SUBSTANCE USE DISORDERS. THIS INCLUDES NAVIGATING INSURANCE COVERAGE,
COORDINATING SERVICES BETWEEN CORRECTIONAL FACILITIES AND COMMUNITY PROVIDERS, AND ADDRESSING THE SHORTAGE OF
MENTAL HEALTH PROFESSIONALS.

Q: How DO HOUSING INSTABILITY AND HOMELESSNESS PRESENT A CHALLENGE FOR
REENTRY POLICY?

A: THE INABILITY OF FORMERLY INCARCERATED INDIVIDUALS TO SECURE SAFE AND STABLE HOUSING IS A MAJOR HURDLE.
POLICYMAKERS MUST ADDRESS LANDLORD DISCRIMINATION, THE LACK OF AFFORDABLE HOUSING OPTIONS, AND THE NEED FOR
SUFFICIENT TRANSITIONAL AND SUPPORTIVE HOUSING PROGRAMS.

Q: WHAT ROLE DOES THE CRIMINAL JUSTICE SYSTEM ITSELF PLAY IN THE CHALLENGES
OF REENTRY POLICY?

A: THE CRIMINAL JUSTICE SYSTEM'S OWN PRACTICES, SUCH AS STRINGENT PAROLE AND PROBATION CONDITIONS AND THE WIDE~
RANGING “COLLATERAL CONSEQUENCES” OF CONVICTION, CAN IMPEDE SUCCESSFUL REENTRY. POLICYMAKERS MUST ADVOCATE
FOR REFORMS THAT MAKE THESE SYSTEMS MORE REHABILITATIVE AND LESS PUNITIVE.

QI \WHY ARE EDUCATION AND SKILL DEVELOPMENT CRITICAL AREAS OF CONCERN FOR
REENTRY POLICYMAKERS?

A: LIMITED EDUCATIONAL ATTAINMENT AND A LACK OF MARKETABLE JOB SKILLS ARE SIGNIFICANT BARRIERS TO EMPLOYMENT FOR
RETURNING CITIZENS. POLICYMAKERS FACE THE CHALLENGE OF ENSURING ACCESS TO QUALITY VOCATIONAL TRAINING,
EDUCATIONAL PROGRAMS WITHIN PRISONS, AND PATHWAYS TO HIGHER EDUCATION IN THE COMMUNITY.

QI \WHAT ARE THE DIFFICULTIES IN COLLECTING DATA AND IMPLEMENTING EVIDENCE-
BASED POLICIES FOR REENTRY?

A: THE FRAGMENTED NATURE OF DATA COLLECTION, THE LACK OF STANDARDIZED METRICS, AND INSUFFICIENT INVESTMENT IN
RESEARCH POSE CHALLENGES. POLICYMAKERS STRUGGLE TO ACCURATELY MEASURE PROGRAM EFFECTIVENESS AND TO
TRANSLATE RESEARCH FINDINGS INTO ACTIONABLE, EVIDENCE-BASED POLICY REFORMS.



QI \WHAT IS THE SIGNIFICANCE OF POLITICAL WILL AND RESOURCE ALLOCATION IN
ADDRESSING REENTRY CHALLENGES?

A: ULTIMATELY, THE SUCCESS OF REENTRY POLICIES HINGES ON POLITICAL WILL AND THE ALLOCATION OF ADEQUATE
RESOURCES. POLICYMAKERS MUST OVERCOME PUBLIC PERCEPTION CHALLENGES AND COMPETE FOR FUNDING TO IMPLEMENT
EFFECTIVE PROGRAMS AND SYSTEMIC REFORMS THAT SUPPORT REINTEGRATION AND REDUCE RECIDIVISM.
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