CAUSES OF THIRTEEN COLONIES REBELLION

THE CAUSES OF THIRTEEN COLONIES REBELLION WERE MULTIFACETED, A SLOW BURN IGNITED BY A SERIES OF ESCALATING
TENSIONS BETWEEN GREAT BRITAIN AND ITS NORTH AMERICAN COLONIES. OVER DECADES, A GROWING SENSE OF DISTINCT
IDENTITY, COUPLED WITH INCREASING BRITISH ATTEMPTS TO ASSERT CONTROL AND EXTRACT REVENUE, FOSTERED RESENTMENT.
THIS ARTICLE DELVES INTO THE PRIMARY DRIVERS, FROM ECONOMIC GRIEVANCES AND POLITICAL DISPUTES TO PHILOSOPHICAL
AW AKENINGS THAT ULTIMATELY CULMINATED IN THE AMERICAN REVOLUTIONARY W AR. UUNDERSTANDING THESE FUNDAMENTAL
REASONS |S CRUCIAL TO GRASPING THE BIRTH OF A NATION.
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EcoNoMIC GRIEVANCES AND T AXATION WITHOUT REPRESENTATION

A FUNDAMENTAL BEDROCK OF THE THIRTEEN COLONIES’ DISCONTENT LAY IN THE REALM OF ECONOMICS, PARTICULARLY THE
IMPOSITION OF TAXES BY THE BRITISH PARLIAMENT WITHOUT THE DIRECT CONSENT OR REPRESENTATION OF THE COLONISTS.
THIS PRINCIPLE, FAMOUSLY ENCAPSULATED AS “TAXATION WITHOUT REPRESENTATION IS TYRANNY,” RESONATED DEEPLY
ACROSS THE COLONIES. FOLLOWING THE COSTLY SEVEN YEARS' W AR (KNOWN AS THE FRENCH AND INDIAN W/ AR IN NORTH
AMERICA), BRITAIN SOUGHT TO RECOUP ITS EXPENDITURES BY LEVYING NEW TAXES ON ITS AMERICAN POSSESSIONS, WHICH
HAD PREVIOUSLY ENJOYED A PERIOD OF RELATIVE SALUTARY NEGLECT.

THE COLONISTS ARGUED THAT THEY WERE ENTITLED TO THE RIGHTS OF ENGLISHMEN, WHICH INCLUDED THE RIGHT TO BE TAXED
ONLY BY THEIR OWN ELECTED REPRESENTATIVES. SINCE THEY HAD NO MEMBERS IN THE BRITISH PAELIAMENT, THEY FELT IT UNJUST
AND UNCONSTITUTIONAL FOR PARLIAMENT TO IMPOSE DIRECT TAXES UPON THEM. THIS PERCEPTION OF UNFAIR FISCAL POLICY,
DESIGNED TO BENEFIT THE CROWN AND THE BRITISH ECONOMY AT THE EXPENSE OF COLONIAL PROSPERITY, FUELED WIDESPREAD
OPPOSITION AND BOYCOTTS OF BRITISH GOODS. THE ECONOMIC CONTROL EXERTED BY BRITAIN THROUGH VARIOUS TRADE
ACTS ALSO RANKLED, LIMITING COLONIAL MANUFACTURING AND FORCING THEM INTO A SUBSERVIENT ECONOMIC RELATIONSHIP.

THe BURDEN oF W AR DEBT

THE SIGNIFICANT FINANCIAL STRAIN PLACED UPON GREAT BRITAIN AFTER THE SEVEN YEARS' W AR WAS A DIRECT CATALYST
FOR INCREASED TAXATION ON THE COLONIES. PARLIAMENT VIEWED THE WAR AS HAVING BEEN FOUGHT, IN PART, TO PROTECT
THE AMERICAN COLONIES FROM FRENCH EXPANSION, AND THEREFORE BELIEVED IT WAS EQUITABLE FOR THE COLONIES TO
CONTRIBUTE TO THE COST OF THEIR DEFENSE AND THE REDUCTION OF NATIONAL DEBT. THIS PERSPECTIVE, HOWEVER, DID NOT
FULLY ACCOUNT FOR THE COLONISTS' OWN CONTRIBUTIONS AND THEIR BELIEF THAT THEY HAD LARGELY SECURED THEIR OWN
FRONTIERS.

MERCANTILISM AND TRADE RESTRICTIONS

THE ECONOMIC POLICIES OF GREAT BRITAIN WERE LARGELY GUIDED BY MERCANTILISM, A THEORY THAT HELD THAT A NATION'S
WEALTH WAS MEASURED BY ITS ACCUMULATION OF GOLD AND SILVER, AND THAT A FAVORABLE BALANCE OF TRADE WAS
ESSENTIAL. FOR THE COLONIES, THIS MEANT THAT THEIR ECONOMIES WERE STRUCTURED TO BENEFIT THE MOTHER COUNTRY.
THEY WERE EXPECTED TO PRODUCE RAW MATERIALS THAT BRITAIN NEEDED AND TO PURCHASE FINISHED GOODS FROM BRITISH
MANUFACTURERS. THIS SYSTEM, WHILE IN PLACE FOR A LONG TIME, BECAME INCREASINGLY RESTRICTIVE AND EXPLOITATIVE IN
THE EYES OF MANY COLONISTS AS BRITAIN SOUGHT TO TIGHTEN ITS ECONOMIC GRIP AFTER THE WAR.



PoLITiICAL AND IDEOLOGICAL DIVERGENCES

BEYOND ECONOMIC CONCERNS, SIGNIFICANT POLITICAL AND IDEOLOGICAL GULFS EMERGED BETWEEN GREAT BRITAIN AND THE
THIRTEEN COLONIES. OVER TIME, THE COLONIES HAD DEVELOPED THEIR OWN INSTITUTIONS OF SELF-GOVERNANCE, WITH
COLONIAL ASSEMBLIES PLAYING A CRUCIAL ROLE IN LOCAL LEGISLATION AND TAXATION. THIS EXPERIENCE FOSTERED A SENSE OF
AUTONOMY AND A BELIEF IN REPRESENTATIVE GOVERNMENT THAT WAS INCREASINGLY AT ODDS WITH THE CENTRALIZED
AUTHORITY ASSERTED BY THE BRITISH CROWN AND PARLIAMENT.

THE COLONISTS' POLITICAL UNDERSTANDING WAS ALSO SHAPED BY A GROWING AWARENESS OF THEIR UNIQUE CIRCUMSTANCES
AND A DESIRE FOR GREATER SELF-DETERMINATION. THEY BEGAN TO SEE THEMSELVES LESS AS SUBJECTS OF A DISTANT MONARCH
AND MORE AS CITIZENS OF DISTINCT, SELF-GOVERNING ENTITIES. THIS BURGEONING SENSE OF POLITICAL DIVERGENCE WAS A
CRUCIAL UNDERLYING FACTOR IN THE EVENTUAL REBELLION.

THe CoNCEPT oF SELF-GOVERNANCE

For GENERATIONS, THE THIRTEEN COLONIES HAD OPERATED UNDER A SYSTEM OF RELATIVE AUTONOMY , OFTEN REFERRED TO AS
“SALUTARY NEGLECT.” THIS ALLOWED COLONIAL ASSEMBLIES TO DEVELOP SIGNIFICANT POWER, CONTROLLING TAXATION,
LOCAL LAWS, AND THE PAYMENT OF ROYAL GOVERNORS. THIS ESTABLISHED PRACTICE OF SELF-GOVERNANCE CREATED A
STRONG EXPECTATION AND A VESTED INTEREST IN MAINTAINING THAT CONTROL. W/HEN BRITAIN BEGAN TO EXERT MORE DIRECT
AUTHORITY, IT DIRECTLY CHALLENGED THIS ESTABLISHED POLITICAL ORDER.

CoLoNIAL AsSeMBLIES AS CENTERS OF POWER

THE COLONIAL ASSEMBLIES WERE THE PRIMARY ARENAS FOR POLITICAL DISCOURSE AND DECISION-MAKING WITHIN THE COLONIES.
THEY SERVED AS TRAINING GROUNDS FOR POLITICAL LEADERS AND FOSTERED A SENSE OF COLLECTIVE ACTION AND SHARED
GRIEVANCES. AS PARLIAMENTARY ACTS AIMED TO OVERRULE OR LIMIT THE POWER OF THESE ASSEMBLIES, IT WAS PERCEIVED AS
A DIRECT ASSAULT ON COLONIAL LIBERTIES AND THE ESTABLISHED POLITICAL RIGHTS OF THE COLONISTS.

Key AcTs AND THEIR IMPACT

A SERIES OF SPECIFIC LEGISLATIVE ACTS PASSED BY THE BRITISH PARLIAMENT BETWEEN THE END OF THE FRENCH AND INDIAN
W/ AR AND THE OUTBREAK OF HOSTILITIES SERVED AS FLASHPOINTS, INTENSIFYING COLONIAL ANGER AND SOLIDIFYING
OPPOSITION. THESE ACTS WERE PERCEIVED NOT AS BENIGN REGULATORY MEASURES BUT AS DELIBERATE INFRINGEMENTS ON
COLONIAL RIGHTS AND ECONOMIC INTERESTS.

EACH NEW PIECE OF LEGISLATION SEEMED TO CHIP AWAY AT COLONIAL LIBERTIES AND FURTHER ENTRENCHED THE BELIEF THAT
BRITAIN WAS NO LONGER ACTING IN THE BEST INTERESTS OF ITS AMERICAN SUBJECTS. THE CUMULATIVE EFFECT OF THESE ACTS
WAS A GROWING SENSE OF ALIENATION AND A UNIFIED RESOLVE TO RESIST FURTHER PARLIAMENTARY IMPOSITIONS.

THE SUGAR AcT oF 1764

THE SUGAR ACT WAS ONE OF THE FIRST ATTEMPTS BY PARLIAMENT TO RAISE REVENUE DIRECTLY FROM THE COLONIES. W/HILE
IT LOWERED THE TAX ON MOLASSES, IT INCREASED ENFORCEMENT AND INTRODUCED NEW DUTIES ON OTHER GOODS. THE
COLONISTS SAW THIS AS AN ASSERTION OF PARLIAMENT'S RIGHT TO TAX THEM FOR REVENUE, RATHER THAN MERELY TO
REGULATE TRADE, WHICH WAS A SIGNIFICANT SHIFT IN POLICY AND A CAUSE FOR ALARM.



THeE STAMP AcT OF 1765

PERHAPS THE MOST CONTENTIOUS OF THE EARLY ACTS, THE STAMP ACT REQUIRED COLONISTS TO PURCHASE SPECIAL
STAMPED PAPER FOR ALL LEGAL DOCUMENTS, NEWSPAPERS, PAMPHLETS, AND PLAYING CARDS. THIS DIRECT TAX, AFFECTING A
\WIDE RANGE OF COLONISTS FROM LAWYERS TO PRINTERS, SPARKED WIDESPREAD OUTRAGE. THE STAMP ACT CONGRESS, A
GATHERING OF DELEGATES FROM NINE COLONIES, WAS CONVENED TO PROTEST THE ACT, DEMONSTRATING A GROWING LEVEL OF
INTER-COLONIAL COOPERATION IN OPPOSITION.

THE TowNsHEND AcTs oF 1767

THESE ACTS IMPOSED DUTIES ON VARIOUS GOODS IMPORTED INTO THE COLONIES, INCLUDING LEAD, GLASS, PAINT, PAPER, AND
TEA. THE REVENUE WAS INTENDED TO PAY THE SALARIES OF ROYAL GOVERNORS AND JUDGES, FURTHER UNDERMINING THE POWER
OF COLONIAL ASSEMBLIES. THE COLONISTS RESPONDED WITH RENEWED BOYCOTTS AND PROTESTS, LEADING TO INCREASED
BRITISH MILITARY PRESENCE IN THE COLONIES.

THe Tea AcTtor 1773

INTENDED TO HELP THE STRUGGLING BRITISH EAST INDIA COMPANY, THE TEA ACT GRANTED THE COMPANY A MONOPOLY ON TEA
SALES IN THE COLONIES AND ALLOWED IT TO SELL TEA DIRECTLY TO CONSUMERS, BYPASSING COLONIAL MERCHANTS. WHILE IT
LOWERED THE PRICE OF TEA, IT RETAINED THE T OWNSHEND DUTY ON TEA. THE COLONISTS VIEWED THIS AS A MANIPULATIVE
ATTEMPT TO TRICK THEM INTO ACCEPTING PARLIAMENT'S RIGHT TO TAX BY BUYING CHEAPER, TAXED TEA. THIS ACT FAMOUSLY
LED TO THE BosToN TEA PARTY.

THe INToLErABLE AcTs (CoerciVE AcTs) oF 1774

IN RESPONSE TO THE BosTON TEA PARTY, PARLIAMENT PASSED A SERIES OF PUNITIVE MEASURES KNOWN AS THE COERCIVE
ACTS, OR INTOLERABLE ACTS BY THE COLONISTS. THESE ACTS CLOSED THE PORT OF BOSTON, ALTERED THE MASSACHUSETTS
CHARTER TO REDUCE SELF-GOVERNANCE, ALLOWED BRITISH OFFICIALS ACCUSED OF CRIMES TO BE TRIED IN BRITAIN/ AND
EXPANDED THE QUARTERING ACT. THESE HARSH MEASURES SERVED TO UNITE THE COLONIES FURTHER IN OPPOSITION TO WHAT
THEY VIEWED AS TYRANNICAL BRITISH RULE.

THE ROLE OF ENLIGHTENMENT |IDEALS

THE INTELLECTUAL CURRENTS OF THE ENLIGHTENMENT PLAYED A PROFOUND ROLE IN SHAPING COLONIAL THOUGHT AND
PROVIDING A PHILOSOPHICAL JUSTIFICATION FOR REBELLION. PHILOSOPHERS LIKEJOHN LOCKE, WITH HIS THEORIES OF NATURAL
RIGHTS, THE SOCIAL CONTRACT, AND THE RIGHT OF REVOLUTION, PROFOUNDLY INFLUENCED COLONIAL LEADERS AND THE
BROADER POPULACE. THESE IDEAS PROVIDED A FRAMEWORK FOR UNDERSTANDING LIBERTY, GOVERNMENT, AND THE RELATIONSHIP
BETWEEN RULERS AND THE RULED.

THE EMPHASIS ON REASON, INDIVIDUAL LIBERTY, AND THE CONSENT OF THE GOVERNED RESONATED DEEPLY IN A COLONIAL
SOCIETY THAT WAS ALREADY EXPERIENCING A GROWING DESIRE FOR SELF-DETERMINATION. ENLIGHTENMENT IDEALS OFFERED A
POWERFUL COUNTER-ARGUMENT TO THE DIVINE RIGHT OF KINGS AND THE UNQUESTIONED AUTHORITY OF PARLIAMENT,
EMPOWERING COLONISTS TO CHALLENGE EXISTING POWER STRUCTURES.



NATURAL RIGHTS AND THE SociAL CONTRACT

JOHN LOCKE'S ASSERTION THAT INDIVIDUALS POSSESS INHERENT NATURAL RIGHTS—LIFE, LIBERTY, AND PROPERTY——AND THAT
GOVERNMENTS ARE FORMED THROUGH A SOCIAL CONTRACT TO PROTECT THESE RIGHTS, WAS PARTICULARLY INFLUENTIAL.
COLONISTS ARGUED THAT WHEN GOVERNMENTS FAIL TO UPHOLD THEIR END OF THE CONTRACT, THE PEOPLE HAVE THE RIGHT TO
ALTER OR ABOLISH THEM. THIS CONCEPT PROVIDED A MORAL AND PHILOSOPHICAL BASIS FOR RESISTING BRITISH POLICIES THEY
DEEMED UNJUST.

RepusLicANISM AND CIVIC VIRTUE

THE IDEALS OF REPUBLICANISM, WHICH EMPHASIZED CIVIC VIRTUE, PUBLIC SERVICE, AND THE DANGERS OF CORRUPTION AND
TYRANNY, ALSO GAINED TRACTION. COLONISTS WERE ENCOURAGED TO BE VIGILANT IN DEFENDING THEIR LIBERTIES AND TO
PARTICIPATE ACTIVELY IN CIVIC LIFE. THIS FOSTERED A SENSE OF RESPONSIBILITY AND A WILLINGNESS TO FIGHT FOR THE
PRESERVATION OF THEIR FREEDOMS AGAINST WHAT THEY PERCEIVED AS A CORRUPT AND OVERREACHING BRITISH GOVERNMENT.

EscALATING CONFLICTS AND INCIDENTS

THE PERIOD LEADING UP TO THE REBELLION WAS MARKED BY A SERIES OF INCREASINGLY VIOLENT CONFRONTATIONS AND
INCIDENTS THAT HEIGHTENED TENSIONS AND MADE RECONCILIATION INCREASINGLY UNLIKELY. THESE EVENTS SERVED AS TANGIBLE
PROOF OF THE GROW!ING DIVIDE AND THE WILLINGNESS OF BOTH SIDES TO RESORT TO FORCE.

FROM THE DEADLY BOSTON MASSACRE TO THE DEFIANT BOSTON TEA PARTY AND THE BLOODY BATTLES OF LEXINGTON AND
CONCORD, EACH INCIDENT FUELED FURTHER ANIMOSITY AND SOLIDIFIED THE RESOLVE OF THE COLONISTS TO RESIST BRITISH
AUTHORITY. THESE EVENTS TRANSFORMED ABSTRACT GRIEVANCES INTO CONCRETE REALITIES OF CONFLICT.

THE BosToN Massacre (1770)

AMIDST RISING TENSIONS AND A SIGNIFICANT BRITISH MILITARY PRESENCE IN BOSTON, A CONFRONTATION BETWEEN BRITISH
SOLDIERS AND A CROWD OF COLONISTS RESULTED IN THE DEATH OF FIVE COLONISTS. THIS EVENT WAS WIDELY PUBLICIZED AND
USED AS PROPAGANDA BY COLONIAL LEADERS TO HIGHLIGHT THE BRUTALITY OF BRITISH RULE AND THE DANGERS POSED BY
STANDING ARMIES.

THE BosToN Tea ParTY (1773)

IN PROTEST AGAINST THE TEA ACT AND THE PRINCIPLE OF TAXATION WITHOUT REPRESENTATION, A GROUP OF COLONISTS
DISGUISED AS NATIVE AMERICANS BOARDED BRITISH SHIPS IN BOSTON HARBOR AND DUMPED HUNDREDS OF CHESTS OF TEA INTO
THE WATER. THIS ACT OF DEFIANCE WAS A DIRECT CHALLENGE TO BRITISH AUTHORITY AND LED DIRECTLY TO THE PUNITIVE
INTOLERABLE ACTS.

THe BATTLES oF LExiINGTON aND Concorp (1775)

OFTEN CONSIDERED THE OPENING SHOTS OF THE AMERICAN REVOLUTIONARY \X/AR, THESE BATTLES OCCURRED WHEN BRITISH
TROOPS MARCHED TO SEIZE COLONIAL MILITARY SUPPLIES STORED IN CONCORD AND TO ARREST PROMINENT PATRIOT LEADERS.
COLONIAL MINUTEMEN CONFRONTED THE BRITISH AT LEXINGTON AND THEN ENGAGED THEM IN A RUNNING BATTLE BACK TO
BOSTON, MARKING THE TRANSITION FROM PROTEST TO ARMED CONFLICT.



A GROWING SENSE oF COLONIAL IDENTITY

UNDERLYING ALL THE SPECIFIC GRIEVANCES AND POLITICAL DISPUTES WAS A FUNDAMENTAL SHIFT IN HOW THE COLONISTS
PERCEIVED THEMSELVES. OVER TIME, LIVING IN A VAST AND DIVERSE CONTINENT, SEPARATED BY DISTANCE AND OCEAN FROM
GREAT BRITAIN, THEY HAD DEVELOPED A DISTINCT WAY OF LIFE, UNIQUE CHALLENGES, AND A GROWING SENSE OF SHARED
EXPERIENCE THAT TRANSCENDED INDIVIDUAL COLONY LOYALTIES.

THIS EMERGING COLONIAL IDENTITY WAS NURTURED BY SHARED ECONOMIC INTERESTS, COMMON POLITICAL ASPIRATIONS, AND
THE INFLUENCE OF ENLIGHTENMENT IDEALS. THEY WERE NO LONGER SIMPLY TRANSPLANTED ENGLISHMEN BUT AMERICANS/ WITH
THEIR OWN EVOLVING CULTURE AND A GROWING BELIEF IN THEIR DESTINY. THIS SENSE OF A SEPARATE IDENTITY WAS A CRUCIAL,
ALBEIT OFTEN UNSTATED, DRIVER OF THE REBELLION AGAINST BRITISH CONTROL.

SHARED EXPERIENCES AND COMMON INTERESTS

DESPITE REGIONAL DIFFERENCES, THE COLONISTS SHARED COMMON EXPERIENCES IN NAVIGATING A NEW CONTINENT, DEALING WITH
SIMILAR ECONOMIC OPPORTUNITIES AND CHALLENGES, AND ENGAGING IN A VIBRANT TRANSATLANTIC EXCHANGE OF IDEAS. THESE
SHARED EXPERIENCES FOSTERED A SENSE OF COMMONALITY THAT WAS DISTINCT FROM THEIR IDENTITY AS BRITISH SUBJECTS. THE
STRUGGLES AND SUCCESSES OF DEVELOPING NEW SOCIETIES FORGED A COLLECTIVE CONSCIOUSNESS.

DeVELOPMENT OF A TRANSATLANTIC CULTURE

W/HILE COLONISTS RETAINED MANY BRITISH CUSTOMS AND TRADITIONS, THEY ALSO ADAPTED AND INNOVATED, CREATING A
UNIQUE COLONIAL CULTURE. THE SPREAD OF NEWSPAPERS, PAMPHLETS, AND THE CIRCULATION OF IDEAS FOSTERED A SENSE OF
INTELLECTUAL CONNECTION ACROSS THE COLONIES. THIS, COMBINED WITH A SHARED EXPERIENCE OF SELF-GOVERNANCE,
CONTRIBUTED TO A BURGEONING SENSE OF AMERICAN IDENTITY DISTINCT FROM THAT OF GREAT BRITAIN.

Q: WHAT WAS THE PRIMARY ECONOMIC REASON FOR THE THIRTEEN COLONIES’
REBELLION?

A: THE PRIMARY ECONOMIC REASON WAS THE PRINCIPLE OF “TAXATION WITHOUT REPRESENTATION.” THE COLONISTS BELIEVED
IT WAS UNJUST FOR THE BRITISH PARLIAMENT TO IMPOSE TAXES ON THEM WITHOUT THEIR DIRECT CONSENT OR ELECTED
REPRESENTATION IN PARLIAMENT.

Q: How pID THE FRENCH AND INDIAN \W/ AR CONTRIBUTE TO THE CAUSES OF THE
THIRTEEN COLONIES’ REBELLION?

A: THE FRENCH AND INDIAN W/ AR LED TO A SIGNIFICANT INCREASE IN BRITAIN'S NATIONAL DEBT. TO RECOUP THESE COSTS,
BRITAIN IMPOSED NEW TAXES ON THE COLONIES, ENDING A PERIOD OF SALUTARY NEGLECT AND SPARKING RESENTMENT OVER
PERCEIVED UNFAIR FINANCIAL BURDENS.

QI \WHAT ROLE DID ENLIGHTENMENT IDEAS PLAY IN FUELING THE REBELLION?

A: ENLIGHTENMENT PHILOSOPHIES, PARTICULARLY THOSE OFJOHN L OCKE REGARDING NATURAL RIGHTS (LIFEI LIBERTY, AND
PROPERTY) AND THE SOCIAL CONTRACT, PROVIDED A POWERFUL INTELLECTUAL AND MORAL JUSTIFICATION FOR THE
COLONISTS GRIEVANCES AND THEIR RIGHT TO RESIST WHAT THEY VIEWED AS TYRANNICAL RULE.



Q: CAN YOU EXPLAIN THE SIGNIFICANCE OF THE STAMP ACT AS A CAUSE OF
REBELLION?

A: THE STAMP ACT WAS A DIRECT TAX ON VARIOUS PRINTED MATERIALS, AFFECTING A WIDE RANGE OF COLONISTS. ITs
IMPOSITION WITHOUT COLONIAL CONSENT, COUPLED WITH THE PERCEIVED ECONOMIC HARDSHIP, LED TO WIDESPREAD PROTESTS,
BOYCOTTS, AND THE FORMATION OF THE STAMP ACT CONGRESS, DEMONSTRATING A UNIFIED COLONIAL OPPOSITION.

Q: WHAT WERE THE INTOLERABLE ACTS AND WHY WERE THEY SO SIGNIFICANT?

A: THE INTOLERABLE ACTS, PASSED IN RESPONSE TO THE BosTon TeA PARTY, WERE A SERIES OF PUNITIVE MEASURES THAT
SEVERELY RESTRICTED MASSACHUSETTS' SELF-GOVERNANCE, CLOSED BosTon HARBOR, AND ALTERED LEGAL PROCEDURES.
THESE HARSH ACTS WERE SEEN AS A DIRECT ATTACK ON COLONIAL LIBERTIES AND SERVED TO UNITE THE COLONIES IN
OPPOSITION TO BRITISH POLICY.

QZ How DID A GROWING SENSE OF COLONIAL IDENTITY CONTRIBUTE TO THE REBELLION?

A: OVER TIME, THE COLONISTS DEVELOPED A DISTINCT WAY OF LIFE AND SHARED EXPERIENCES THAT FOSTERED A UNIQUE
IDENTITY SEPARATE FROM GREAT BRITAIN. THIS BURGEONING SENSE OF BEING ~AMERICAN" MADE THEM LESS WILLING TO SUBMIT
TO BRITISH AUTHORITY AND MORE INCLINED TO SEEK SELF-DETERMINATION.

QZ W/ ERE ECONOMIC ISSUES OR POLITICAL/ IDEOLOGICAL ISSUES MORE IMPORTANT IN
CAUSING THE REBELLION?

A: T IS DIFFICULT TO ISOLATE ONE AS DEFINITIVELY MORE IMPORTANT, AS ECONOMIC GRIEVANCES AND POLITICAL/IDEOLOGICAL
DIVERGENCES WERE DEEPLY INTERTWINED. THE ECONOMIC POLICIES WERE OFTEN SEEN AS VIOLATIONS OF POLITICAL RIGHTS, AND
THE COLONISTS’ UNDERSTANDING OF THEIR POLITICAL RIGHTS INFORMED THEIR RESISTANCE TO ECONOMIC IMPOSITIONS.

Q: WHAT WAS THE IMPACT OF “SALUTARY NEGLECT” ON THE EVENTUAL REBELLION?

A: SALUTARY NEGLECT ALLOWED THE COLONIES A CONSIDERABLE DEGREE OF AUTONOMY AND SELF-GOVERNANCE FOR MANY
YEARS. W/HEN BRITAIN ATTEMPTED TO TIGHTEN ITS CONTROL AND IMPOSE NEW TAXES AFTER THE FRENCH AND INDIAN \X/AR/ IT
DIRECTLY CHALLENGED THIS ESTABLISHED SYSTEM, LEADING TO STRONG RESISTANCE FROM COLONISTS ACCUSTOMED TO
MANAGING THEIR OWN AFFAIRS.
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