CAUSE AND EFFECT EXAMPLES IN WRITING

CAUsE AND EFFECT EXAMPLES IN WRITING: A CoOMPREHENSIVE GUIDE

CAUSE AND EFFECT EXAMPLES IN WRITING ARE FUNDAMENTAL TO CONSTRUCTING CLEAR, LOGICAL, AND PERSUASIVE NARRATIVES
AND ARGUMENTS. UNDERSTANDING HOW TO IDENTIFY AND ARTICULATE THESE RELATIONSHIPS ALLOWS WRITERS TO EXPLAIN
PHENOMENA, BUILD SUSPENSE, JUSTIFY CLAIMS, AND GUIDE READERS THROUGH COMPLEX IDEAS. THIS ARTICLE DELVES INTO THE
MULTIFACETED NATURE OF CAUSE AND EFFECT IN VARIOUS WRITING CONTEXTS, EXPLORING ITS SIGNIFICANCE, PRACTICAL
APPLICATION, AND DIFFERENT FORMS IT CAN TAKE. W/E WILL EXAMINE HOW TO EFFECTIVELY USE TRANSITIONAL WORDS AND
PHRASES, ANALYZE COMMON SENTENCE STRUCTURES, AND PROVIDE ILLUSTRATIVE EXAMPLES ACROSS DIFFERENT GENRES,
ENSURING A ROBUST GRASP OF THIS ESSENTIAL WRITING SKILL. FROM ACADEMIC ESSAYS TO CREATIVE STORYTELLING,
MASTERING CAUSE AND EFFECT IS KEY TO IMPACTFUL COMMUNICATION.
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UNDERSTANDING THE CORE CONCEPT OF CAUSE AND EFFECT

AT ITS HEART, CAUSE AND EFFECT IS ABOUT CONNECTION. A CAUSE IS AN EVENT, ACTION, OR CONDITION THAT PRODUCES A
RESULT. THE EFFECT IS THE RESULT OR CONSEQUENCE OF THAT CAUSE. IN WRITING, THE ABILITY TO CLEARLY LINK THESE TWO
ELEMENTS IS CRUCIAL FOR MAKING A PIECE OF WORK COHERENT AND UNDERSTANDABLE. READERS NATURALLY SEEK TO
UNDERSTAND WHY THINGS HAPPEN, AND WRITERS WHO EFFECTIVELY ILLUSTRATE THESE CONNECTIONS SATISFY THAT INHERENT
CURIOSITY.

THIS RELATIONSHIP ISN'T ALWAYS A SIMPLE ONE-TO-ONE CORRELATION. SOMETIMES, A SINGLE CAUSE CAN LEAD TO MULTIPLE
EFFECTS, OR CONVERSELY, A SINGLE EFFECT CAN BE THE PRODUCT OF SEVERAL CONTRIBUTING CAUSES. RECOGNIZING THESE
COMPLEXITIES ALLOWS FOR MORE NUANCED AND SOPHISTICATED EXPLANATIONS. FOR INSTANCE, A SCIENTIFIC PAPER MIGHT
DETAIL HOW A SPECIFIC ENVIRONMENTAL CHANGE (CAUSE) LEADS TO A CASCADE OF ECOLOGICAL IMPACTS (MULTIPLE EFFECTS),
OR A HISTORICAL ANALYSIS MIGHT EXPLORE HOW A CONFLUENCE OF SOCIETAL FACTORS (MULTIPLE CAUSES) CONTRIBUTED TO
A REVOLUTION (SINGLE EFFECT).

IDENTIFYING CAUSE AND EFFECT RELATIONSHIPS

THE FIRST STEP IN EFFECTIVELY USING CAUSE AND EFFECT IN WRITING IS TO ACCURATELY IDENTIFY THESE RELATIONSHIPS IN THE
REAL WORLD OR WITHIN THE NARRATIVE YOU ARE CREATING. THIS INVOLVES LOOKING FOR EVENTS THAT PRECEDE OTHER
EVENTS AND CONSIDERING WHETHER THE EARLIER EVENT DIRECTLY INFLUENCED OR PRECIPITATED THE LATER ONE. ASKING “WHY
DID THIS HAPPEN?” AND “WHAT HAPPENED AS A RESULT?” ARE FUNDAMENTAL QUESTIONS IN THIS IDENTIFICATION PROCESS.

SIGNAL W ORDS AND PHRASES

MANY WRITERS RELY ON SPECIFIC SIGNAL WORDS AND PHRASES TO EXPLICITLY MARK CAUSE AND EFFECT RELATIONSHIPS FOR
THEIR READERS. THESE ACT AS SIGNPOSTS, GUIDING THE READER’S UNDERSTANDING OF THE LOGICAL PROGRESSION OF IDEAS.



USING THESE TERMS JUDICIOUSLY CAN ENHANCE CLARITY AND PREVENT AMBIGUITY.

SOME COMMON SIGNAL WORDS THAT INDICATE A CAUSE INCLUDE:

BecAuse

SINCE

e As

e DUE TO

e THE REASON FOR
® IN VIEW OF

e OWING TO

CONVERSELY, SIGNAL WORDS THAT OFTEN INTRODUCE AN EFFECT INCLUDE:

® THEREFORE

® THUS

e So

o CONSEQUENTLY
e AS ARESULT

® Hence

e THEN

® FOR THIS REASON

IMPLIED RELATIONSHIPS

\W/HILE EXPLICIT SIGNAL WORDS ARE HELPFUL, CAUSE AND EFFECT RELATIONSHIPS CAN ALSO BE IMPLIED THROUGH THE ORDER OF
EVENTS AND LOGICAL REASONING. SOMETIMES, THE CONNECTION IS SO OBVIOUS THAT STATING IT DIRECTLY WOULD BE
REDUNDANT. FOR EXAMPLE, IN A NARRATIVE, DESCRIBING A CHARACTER TRIPPING AND THEN FALLING IS A CLEAR CAUSE AND
EFFECT, EVEN IF THE WORD “BECAUSE” ISN'T USED.

AN IMPLIED CAUSE AND EFFECT MIGHT LOOK LIKE THIS: ” THE TODDLER REACHED FOR THE GLASS OF MILK. |T TIPPED OVER,
SPILLING ACROSS THE FLOOR.” THE READER UNDERSTANDS THAT REACHING FOR THE GLASS CAUSED IT TO TIP AND SPILL.

CoMMON TRrRANSITIONAL W oRrRDS AND PHRASES FOR CAUSE AND EFFECT

THE STRATEGIC USE OF TRANSITIONAL WORDS AND PHRASES IS PARAMOUNT FOR SMOOTHLY CONNECTING IDEAS AND



DEMONSTRATING LOGICAL PROGRESSION. THESE ELEMENTS ACT AS BRIDGES BETWEEN SENTENCES AND PARAGRAPHS, ENSURING
THAT THE READER CAN FOLLOW THE WRITER'S LINE OF REASONING WITHOUT CONFUSION. FOR CAUSE AND EFFECT, THESE
TRANSITIONS ARE PARTICULARLY VITAL.

W/HEN ILLUSTRATING A CAUSE LEADING TO AN EFFECT, THE FOLLOWING TRANSITIONS ARE FREQUENTLY EMPLOYED:

BecAuse X HAPPENED, Y OCCURRED.

SINCE X WAS THE CASE, Y RESULTED.

e AS ARESULT OF X, Y WAS OBSERVED.

Due 1o X, Y FOLLOWED.

CONVERSELY, WHEN HIGHLIGHTING AN EFFECT AND THEN EXPLAINING ITS CAUSE, DIFFERENT TRANSITIONS BECOME USEFUL!:

® Y HAPPENED; THEREFORE, X MUST HAVE BEEN THE CAUSE.
® THE OUTCOME WAS Y, WHICH WAS CAUSED BY X.

® Y WAS THE CONSEQUENCE OF X.

THus, X LED TO Y.

THE PRECISE CHOICE OF TRANSITION CAN SUBTLY ALTER THE EMPHASIS. FOR EXAMPLE, “BECAUSE” OFTEN INTRODUCES A DIRECT
REASON, WHILE "CONSEQUENTLY” SUGGESTS A MORE INEVITABLE OUTCOME. [UNDERSTANDING THESE NUANCES ALLOWS FOR
MORE PRECISE AND IMPACTFUL WRITING.

CAUSE AND EFFECT IN DIFFERENT W/RITING GENRES

THE APPLICATION OF CAUSE AND EFFECT PRINCIPLES VARIES DEPENDING ON THE GENRE OF WRITING. EACH CONTEXT DEMANDS A
DIFFERENT APPROACH TO IDENTIFYING, PRESENTING, AND ANALYZING THESE RELATIONSHIPS.

ExPOSITORY AND INFORMATIVE WRITING

IN EXPOSITORY ESSAYS, RESEARCH PAPERS, AND TEXTBOOKS, CAUSE AND EFFECT IS USED TO EXPLAIN PHENOMENA. For
INSTANCE, A SCIENCE TEXTBOOK MIGHT EXPLAIN HOW DEFORESTATION (CAUSE) LEADS TO SOIL EROSION AND LOSS OF
BIODIVERSITY (EFFECTS). A HISTORY ESSAY MIGHT ANALYZE THE CAUSES OF A WAR AND ITS RESULTING GEOPOLITICAL SHIFTS.

PeErsUASIVE WRITING

PERSUASIVE WRITING OFTEN LEVERAGES CAUSE AND EFFECT TO BUILD A LOGICAL ARGUMENT AND CONVINCE THE READER OF A
PARTICULAR VIEWPOINT. A WRITER MIGHT PRESENT THE NEGATIVE CONSEQUENCES OF A CERTAIN ACTION (EFFECTS) TO
PERSUADE THE AUDIENCE TO AVOID IT (CAUSE). For EXAMPLE, AN OPINION PIECE MIGHT ARGUE THAT FAILING TO INVEST IN
RENE\ ABLE ENERGY (CAUSE) WILL INEVITABLY LEAD TO SEVERE CLIMATE CHANGE AND ECONOMIC INSTABILITY (EFFECTS).



NARRATIVE AND CREATIVE WRITING

IN FICTION AND CREATIVE NON-FICTION, CAUSE AND EFFECT DRIVES PLOT AND CHARACTER DEVELOPMENT. A CHARACTER'S

DECISION (CAUSE) CAN LEAD TO A SERIES OF EVENTS AND CONSEQUENCES THAT SHAPE THE STORY'S TRAJECTORY (EFFECTS).
SUSPENSE CAN BE BUILT BY HINTING AT A CAUSE THAT WILL LEAD TO A SIGNIFICANT, YET UNKNOWN, EFFECT. For EXAMPLE, A
CHARACTER'S ACT OF BETRAYAL (CAUSE) MIGHT LEAD TO SOCIAL OSTRACIZATION AND A QUEST FOR REDEMPTION (EFFECTS).

TECHNICAL AND SCIENTIFIC WRITING

THIS GENRE DEMANDS RIGOROUS AND PRECISE EXPLANATIONS OF CAUSE AND EFFECT. EXPERIMENTS ARE DESIGNED TO ISOLATE
VARIABLES AND DEMONSTRATE CAUSAL LINKS. REPORTS OFTEN DETAIL THE CAUSES OF A PROBLEM AND THE EFFECTS OF
PROPOSED SOLUTIONS. CLARITY AND ACCURACY ARE PARAMOUNT TO ENSURE THAT COMPLEX PROCESSES AND FINDINGS ARE
UNDERSTOOD CORRECTLY.

SENTENCE STRUCTURES FOR EXPRESSING CAUSE AND EFFECT

THE WAY A SENTENCE IS CONSTRUCTED SIGNIFICANTLY IMPACTS HOW EFFECTIVELY A CAUSE AND EFFECT RELATIONSHIP IS
COMMUNICATED. V ARYING SENTENCE STRUCTURES CAN PREVENT MONOTONY AND IMPROVE THE FLOW OF INFORMATION.

SiMPLE CAUSE-EFFECT SENTENCES

THESE ARE THE MOST STRAIGHTFORW ARD STRUCTURES, OFTEN USING CONJUNCTIONS OR INTRODUCTORY PHRASES. For
EXAMPLE:

® THE HEAVY RAIN CAUSED THE RIVER TO OVERFLOW.
e BECAUSE THE ALARM DID NOT GO OFF, HE WAS LATE FOR WORK.

® HE STUDIED DILIGENTLY FOR THE EXAM, SO HE RECEIVED A HIGH GRADE.

CoMPLEX SENTENCES WITH CLAUSES

MORE INTRICATE RELATIONSHIPS CAN BE EXPRESSED USING SUBORDINATE AND INDEPENDENT CLAUSES. THIS ALLOWS FOR MORE
DETAILED EXPLANATIONS AND THE CONNECTION OF MULTIPLE IDEAS.

® THE PROLONGED DROUGHT (CAUSE) RESULTED IN \WIDESPREAD CROP FAILURE (EFFECT), LEADING TO FOOD SHORTAGES IN
THE REGION.

e AS A CONSEQUENCE OF THE COMPANY'S POOR FINANCIAL PERFORMANCE (CAUSE), SEVERAL DEPARTMENTS WERE
DowNsIzZeD (EFFECT).

® THE DISCOVERY OF PENICILLIN (CAUSE) REVOLUTIONIZED MEDICINE (EFFECT), SAVING COUNTLESS LIVES THROUGH ITS
ANTIBIOTIC PROPERTIES.



UsING PARTICIPIAL PHRASES

PARTICIPIAL PHRASES CAN ALSO BE EMPLOYED TO CONCISELY LINK CAUSE AND EFFECT.

® HAVING MISSED THE LAST BUS, SHE HAD TO WALK HOME.

e OBSERVING THE GROWING UNREST, THE GENERAL DECIDED TO DEPLOY TROOPS.

ExAMPLES oF CAUSE AND EFFECT IN ACTION

To soLIDIFY UNDERSTANDING, EXAMINING CONCRETE EXAMPLES ACROSS DIFFERENT SCENARIOS IS INVALUABLE. THESE
ILLUSTRATIONS DEMONSTRATE HOW CAUSE AND EFFECT OPERATES IN PRACTICAL WRITING APPLICATIONS.

ExAMPLE 1: ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCE

CAUSE: INCREASED INDUSTRIAL POLLUTION RELEASING GREENHOUSE GASES INTO THE ATMOSPHERE.

EFFecT: GLOBAL TEMPERATURES RISE, LEADING TO MORE FREQUENT AND INTENSE HEATWAVES, ALTERED WEATHER PATTERNS,
AND MELTING POLAR ICE CAPS.

SENTENCE ExAMPLE: " THE SUSTAINED RELEASE OF GREENHOUSE GASES FROM INDUSTRIAL ACTIVITIES HAS RESULTED IN A
SIGNIFICANT INCREASE IN GLOBAL AVERAGE TEMPERATURES, CAUSING MORE FREQUENT AND SEVERE HEATWAVES AND A
NOTICEABLE ACCELERATION OF POLAR ICE MELT.”

ExAMPLE 2: HISTORICAL ANALYSIS

CAUSE: THE ASSASSINATION OF ARCHDUKE FRANZ FERDINAND.
EFFECT: THE OUTBREAK OF W ORLD W AR |, DUE TO A COMPLEX WEB OF ALLIANCES AND PRE-EXISTING POLITICAL TENSIONS.

SENTENCE EXAMPLE: "\W/HILE THE ASSASSINATION OF ARCHDUKE FRANZ FERDINAND SERVED AS THE IMMEDIATE CATALYST, THE
UNDERLYING NETWORK OF RIGID ALLIANCES AND ESCALATING NATIONALIST SENTIMENTS WERE THE DEEPER CAUSES THAT
ULTIMATELY PLUNGED EUROPE INTO THE DEVASTATING CONFLICT oF WoRrLD W AR I.”

ExAMPLE 3: PERSONAL NARRATIVE

CAUSE: A STUDENT PROCRASTINATED ON A MAJOR ASSIGNMENT.

EFFECT: THE STUDENT EXPERIENCED SIGNIFICANT STRESS, PRODUCED SUBSTANDARD WORK, AND RECEIVED A LOWER GRADE THAN
THEY HAD HOPED FOR.

SENTENCE ExAMPLE: "BY DELAYING THE START OF HER RESEARCH PAPER UNTIL THE LAST MINUTE, SHE CONSEQUENTLY FOUND
HERSELF OVERWHELMED WITH STRESS AND UNABLE TO PRODUCE HER BEST WORK, RESULTING IN A GRADE THAT FELL SHORT OF
HER ACADEMIC ASPIRATIONS.”

ExAMPLE 4: BUSINESS STRATEGY



CAUSE: A COMPANY FAILED TO ADAPT TO EMERGING TECHNOLOGICAL TRENDS.
EFFECT: LOSS OF MARKET SHARE TO MORE INNOVATIVE COMPETITORS AND EVENTUAL BANKRUPTCY.

SENTENCE EXAMPLE: " THE FIRM'S RELUCTANCE TO INVEST IN NEW DIGITAL PLATFORMS LED TO A SIGNIFICANT DECLINE IN
CUSTOMER ENGAGEMENT AND, AS A DIRECT RESULT, ITS MARKET SHARE W AS ERODED BY MORE AGILE COMPETITORS, ULTIMATELY
PRECIPITATING ITS FINANCIAL COLLAPSE.”

Tips FOR WRITING STRONG CAUSE AND EFFECT EXPLANATIONS

CRAFTING EFFECTIVE CAUSE AND EFFECT EXPLANATIONS REQUIRES MORE THAN JUST IDENTIFYING THE LINK BETWEEN EVENTS; IT
INVOLVES PRESENTING THAT LINK IN A WAY THAT IS CLEAR, CONVINCING, AND EASY FOR THE READER TO FOLLOW. SEVERAL KEY
STRATEGIES CAN HELP WRITERS ACHIEVE THIS.

* BE SPECIFIC: AVOID VAGUE STATEMENTS. CLEARLY DEFINE THE CAUSE AND THE RESULTING EFFECT. INSTEAD OF SAYING
“THE WEATHER WAS BAD,” STATE “THE HEAVY SNOWFALL" AS THE CAUSE.

o USE PRECISE LANGUAGE: CHOOSE WORDS THAT ACCURATELY REFLECT THE NATURE OF THE RELATIONSHIP. IS IT A DIRECT
CAUSATION, A CONTRIBUTING FACTOR, OR A CONSEQUENCE?

* MAINTAIN A LOGICAL ORDER: PRESENT THE CAUSE BEFORE THE EFFECT, OR VICE VERSA, IN A WAY THAT MAKES THE MOST
SENSE FOR THE NARRATIVE OR ARGUMENT. GENERALLY, PRESENTING THE CAUSE FIRST HELPS THE READER UNDERSTAND THE
BASIS FOR THE ENSUING OUTCOME.

¢ PROVIDE EVIDENCE: ESPECIALLY IN ACADEMIC OR PERSUASIVE WRITING, SUPPORT YOUR CLAIMS OF CAUSE AND EFFECT
WITH DATA, EXAMPLES, EXPERT OPINIONS, OR LOGICAL REASONING.

* ACKNOWLEDGE COMPLEXITY: IF MULTIPLE CAUSES CONTRIBUTE TO AN EFFECT, OR IF ONE CAUSE HAS SEVERAL EFFECTS,
ENSURE THIS COMPLEXITY IS REPRESENTED ACCURATELY. THIS DEMONSTRATES A THOROUGH UNDERSTANDING OF THE
SUBJECT.

o UTILIZE TRANSITIONS EFFECTIVELY: AS DISCUSSED, TRANSITIONAL WORDS AND PHRASES ARE CRUCIAL SIGNPOSTS FOR
THE READER. USE THEM THOUGHTFULLY TO GUIDE THE READER THROUGH THE SEQUENCE OF EVENTS.

o CONSIDER THE AUDIENCE: T AILOR THE LEVEL OF DETAIL AND THE COMPLEXITY OF THE EXPLANATION TO YOUR INTENDED
READERS. WHAT MIGHT BE OBVIOUS TO AN EXPERT MIGHT REQUIRE MORE DETAILED EXPLANATION FOR A GENERAL
AUDIENCE.

BY ADHERING TO THESE PRINCIPLES, WRITERS CAN ELEVATE THEIR ABILITY TO EXPLAIN, PERSUADE, AND ENGAGE THEIR READERS
THROUGH WELL-ARTICULATED CAUSE AND EFFECT RELATIONSHIPS.

Q: WHAT ARE THE MOST COMMON MISTAKES WRITERS MAKE WHEN USING CAUSE AND
EFFECT EXAMPLES?

A: COMMON MISTAKES INCLUDE BEING TOO VAGUE, FAILING TO ESTABLISH A CLEAR LINK BETWEEN THE CAUSE AND EFFECT, USING
AMBIGUOUS TRANSITIONAL WORDS, AND PRESENTING A CAUSE AND EFFECT RELATIONSHIP AS THE ONLY POSSIBLE EXPLANATION
WHEN OTHER FACTORS MIGHT BE INVOLVED. W/RITERS SOMETIMES ALSO CONFUSE CORRELATION WITH CAUSATION, ASSUMING
THAT BECAUSE TWO THINGS HAPPEN TOGETHER, ONE MUST HAVE CAUSED THE OTHER.



QZ How CAN | MAKE MY CAUSE AND EFFECT EXAMPLES MORE CONVINCING?

A: To MAKE YOUR CAUSE AND EFFECT EXAMPLES MORE CONVINCING, PROVIDE CONCRETE EVIDENCE, USE SPECIFIC AND PRECISE
LANGUAGE, EXPLAIN THE MECHANISM OR PROCESS BY WHICH THE CAUSE LEADS TO THE EFFECT, AND CONSIDER THE LOGICAL
FLOW AND COHERENCE OF YOUR ARGUMENT. ACKNOWLEDGING ANY CONTRIBUTING FACTORS OR ALTERNATIVE EXPLANATIONS
CAN ALSO STRENGTHEN YOUR CREDIBILITY.

Q: CAN CAUSE AND EFFECT EXAMPLES BE USED IN CREATIVE WRITING FOR CHARACTER
DEVELOPMENT?

A: ABSOLUTELY. IN CREATIVE WRITING, CAUSE AND EFFECT IS VITAL FOR CHARACTER DEVELOPMENT. A CHARACTER'S PAST
EXPERIENCES (CAUSES) SHAPE THEIR PRESENT BEHAVIOR AND MOTIVATIONS (EFFECTS). THEIR DECISIONS AND ACTIONS (CAUSES)
LEAD TO CONSEQUENCES (EFFECTS) THAT REVEAL THEIR PERSONALITY, STRENGTHS, AND WEAKNESSES, DRIVING THE NARRATIVE
FORW ARD.

QZ \WHAT IS THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN A DIRECT CAUSE AND AN INDIRECT CAUSE?

A: A DIRECT CAUSE IS AN EVENT OR ACTION THAT IMMEDIATELY AND CLEARLY LEADS TO AN EFFECT. AN INDIRECT CAUSE IS A
FACTOR THAT CONTRIBUTES TO THE EFFECT BUT IS NOT THE IMMEDIATE TRIGGER, IT MIGHT SET THE STAGE OR CREATE
CONDITIONS THAT ALLOW THE DIRECT CAUSE TO OPERATE. FOR EXAMPLE, A SPARK IS A DIRECT CAUSE OF FIRE, WHILE DRY
TINDER IS AN INDIRECT CAUSE THAT MAKES THE FIRE MORE LIKELY.

QZ How IMPORTANT ARE TRANSITIONAL WORDS WHEN DISCUSSING CAUSE AND EFFECT?

A: TRANSITIONAL WORDS ARE EXTREMELY IMPORTANT. THEY ACT AS CLEAR SIGNPOSTS FOR THE READER, EXPLICITLY
INDICATING THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN IDEAS. W/ ORDS LIKE “BECAUSE,” " THEREFORE,” “CONSEQUENTLY,” AND “AS A RESULT”
HELP READERS FOLLOW THE LOGICAL PROGRESSION OF YOUR ARGUMENT OR NARRATIVE WITHOUT HAVING TO INFER THE

CONNECTION THEMSELVES, THUS IMPROVING CLARITY AND COMPREHENSION.

Q: How CAN | IDENTIFY CAUSE AND EFFECT IN TEXTS | AM READING?

A: \WHEN READING, LOOK FOR SIGNAL WORDS AND PHRASES THAT INDICATE CAUSALITY. PAY ATTENTION TO THE SEQUENCE OF
EVENTS; OFTEN, THE CAUSE PRECEDES THE EFFECT. ASK YOURSELF “WHY DID THIS HAPPEN?" AND “WHAT HAPPENED AS A
RESULT?” CONSIDER IF ONE EVENT LOGICALLY LED TO ANOTHER, OR IF MULTIPLE FACTORS CONTRIBUTED TO A PARTICULAR
OUTCOME.

QZ IS IT POSSIBLE FOR ONE CAUSE TO HAVE MULTIPLE EFFECTS?

A: YES, IT IS VERY COMMON. A SINGLE CAUSE CAN TRIGGER A CHAIN REACTION OR HAVE WIDESPREAD IMPLICATIONS, LEADING
TO SEVERAL DIFFERENT EFFECTS. FOR INSTANCE, A MAJOR NATURAL DISASTER LIKE AN EARTHQUAKE (CAUSE) CAN LEAD TO
IMMEDIATE STRUCTURAL DAMAGE, WIDESPREAD POWER OUTAGES, AND LONG-TERM ECONOMIC DISRUPTION (MULTIPLE EFFECTS).

Q: How CAN | DEMONSTRATE THE EFFECT OF MULTIPLE CAUSES?

A: TO DEMONSTRATE THE EFFECT OF MULTIPLE CAUSES, CLEARLY IDENTIFY EACH CONTRIBUTING FACTOR AND EXPLAIN HOW
THEY INTERACT OR COMBINE TO PRODUCE THE FINAL EFFECT. YOU MIGHT USE PHRASES LIKE “A COMBINATION OF FACTORS,”
“OWING TO,” OrR “DUE TO A CONFLUENCE OF.” PROVIDING EVIDENCE FOR EACH CAUSE AND EXPLAINING ITS SPECIFIC
CONTRIBUTION TO THE OUTCOME IS KEY.
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