
cauchy euler differential equation examples

Unlocking the Power of Cauchy-Euler Differential Equations: A Comprehensive Guide with Examples

cauchy euler differential equation examples are fundamental in various branches of mathematics, physics, and
engineering, offering elegant solutions to problems involving variable coefficients. Understanding these
equations is crucial for tackling complex phenomena that can't be addressed by simpler, constant-coefficient
differential equations. This article delves into the core concepts, methodologies, and practical applications of
Cauchy-Euler equations, providing a thorough exploration for students and professionals alike. We will
dissect the general form of these equations, explore the characteristic equation method for finding solutions,
and illustrate these principles with clear, step-by-step examples. Furthermore, we will touch upon the nuances
of homogeneous and non-homogeneous cases, equipping you with the knowledge to solve a broad spectrum of
differential equations.
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Understanding the Cauchy-Euler Differential Equation

The Cauchy-Euler differential equation, also known as an equidimensional equation, is a type of linear ordinary
differential equation where the coefficients of the derivatives are powers of the independent variable. The
general form of a homogeneous second-order Cauchy-Euler equation is given by:

ax²y'' + bxy' + cy = 0

where a, b, and c are constants, and x > 0. The hallmark of this equation is the presence of x² multiplying the
second derivative, x multiplying the first derivative, and a constant multiplying the dependent variable y. This
specific structure allows for a systematic method of solution, differentiating it from differential equations
with constant coefficients.

The significance of the Cauchy-Euler equation lies in its ability to model systems where the rates of change are
not constant but depend on the system's state or environment. For instance, in physics, problems involving
radial symmetry or wave propagation in non-uniform media might lead to such equations. The variable
coefficients introduce a complexity that requires a specialized approach, and the Cauchy-Euler form provides a
pathway to analytical solutions.

The Characteristic Equation Method for Homogeneous Cauchy-



Euler Equations

The most common and effective method for solving homogeneous Cauchy-Euler differential equations is the
characteristic equation method. This technique involves assuming a solution of the form y = x�, where r is a
constant to be determined. By substituting this assumed solution and its derivatives into the differential
equation, we can derive a polynomial equation in r, known as the characteristic equation.

Let's derive the characteristic equation for the general second-order homogeneous Cauchy-Euler equation
ax²y'' + bxy' + cy = 0. If y = x�, then the first derivative is y' = rx�⁻¹, and the second derivative is y'' =
r(r-1)x�⁻². Substituting these into the equation:

ax²[r(r-1)x�⁻²] + bx[rx�⁻¹] + c[x�] = 0

Simplifying this expression, we get:

ar(r-1)x� + brx� + cx� = 0

Since x > 0, we can divide by x�:

ar(r-1) + br + c = 0

Expanding this, we arrive at the quadratic characteristic equation:

ar² - ar + br + c = 0

ar² + (b-a)r + c = 0

The roots of this quadratic equation for r will determine the form of the general solution. The nature of these
roots (real and distinct, real and equal, or complex conjugate) dictates how we express the final solution
for y(x).

Solving Cauchy-Euler Equations with Real and Distinct Roots

When the characteristic equation ar² + (b-a)r + c = 0 yields two distinct real roots, say r₁ and r₂, the
general solution of the homogeneous Cauchy-Euler equation is a linear combination of the fundamental
solutions derived from these roots. For each real root r�, a solution is of the form y� = x��.

Therefore, the general solution is given by:

y(x) = C₁x�¹ + C₂x�²

where C₁ and C₂ are arbitrary constants. This form is directly applicable when x is the independent variable and
we are considering the domain where x is positive. If the domain includes negative values of x, the solution is
often expressed using absolute values, y(x) = C₁|x|�¹ + C₂|x|�², to ensure that x� is well-defined for real
numbers.

Example: Real and Distinct Roots

Consider the Cauchy-Euler equation: x²y'' - 3xy' + 4y = 0.

Here, a = 1, b = -3, and c = 4.

The characteristic equation is: 1r² + (-3-1)r + 4 = 0, which simplifies to r² - 4r + 4 = 0.

Factoring the quadratic equation, we get (r-2)(r-2) = 0. This equation has a repeated real root r = 2.

Wait, the example above resulted in equal roots. Let's correct that.

Let's take a different example for real and distinct roots: x²y'' + 5xy' + 3y = 0.

Here, a = 1, b = 5, and c = 3.



The characteristic equation is: 1r² + (5-1)r + 3 = 0, which simplifies to r² + 4r + 3 = 0.

Factoring the quadratic equation, we get (r+1)(r+3) = 0. The roots are r₁ = -1 and r₂ = -3.

Since the roots are real and distinct, the general solution is:

y(x) = C₁x⁻¹ + C₂x⁻³

Solving Cauchy-Euler Equations with Real and Equal Roots

If the characteristic equation ar² + (b-a)r + c = 0 results in a single real root, r₁ = r₂ = r, the standard
approach of assuming y = x� only provides one linearly independent solution. To find a second linearly
independent solution, we employ a method similar to the reduction of order, typically assuming a solution of
the form y₂ = x� ln(x).

Thus, when there is a repeated real root r, the general solution is given by:

y(x) = C₁x� + C₂x� ln(x)

Again, for x < 0, the use of absolute values might be necessary depending on the context and the nature of r.

Example: Real and Equal Roots

Consider the Cauchy-Euler equation: x²y'' - 3xy' + 3y = 0.

Here, a = 1, b = -3, and c = 3.

The characteristic equation is: 1r² + (-3-1)r + 3 = 0, which simplifies to r² - 4r + 3 = 0.

Factoring the quadratic equation, we get (r-1)(r-3) = 0. This has distinct roots r=1 and r=3. Again, the
example is not for equal roots. Let's correct it.

Consider the Cauchy-Euler equation: x²y'' + 5xy' + 4y = 0.

Here, a = 1, b = 5, and c = 4.

The characteristic equation is: 1r² + (5-1)r + 4 = 0, which simplifies to r² + 4r + 4 = 0.

Factoring the quadratic equation, we get (r+2)(r+2) = 0. This equation has a repeated real root r = -2.

Since there is a repeated root, the general solution is:

y(x) = C₁x⁻² + C₂x⁻² ln(x)

Solving Cauchy-Euler Equations with Complex Conjugate Roots

When the discriminant of the characteristic equation is negative, the roots are a pair of complex conjugates.
Let the roots be r = α ± iβ, where α is the real part and β is the imaginary part (β ≠ 0).

The solutions corresponding to these complex roots are typically expressed in terms of real-valued functions
using Euler's formula, e^(iθ) = cos(θ) + i sin(θ). Substituting x = e� (or t = ln(x)), we can transform the
Cauchy-Euler equation into a constant-coefficient equation. However, working directly with x�, we can
express the solutions as:

x^(α + iβ) = x� x^(iβ) = x� e^(iβ ln(x)) = x� [cos(β ln(x)) + i sin(β ln(x))]

and

x^(α - iβ) = x� x^(-iβ) = x� e^(-iβ ln(x)) = x� [cos(β ln(x)) - i sin(β ln(x))]



By taking linear combinations of these complex solutions, we obtain two linearly independent real-valued
solutions:

y₁(x) = x� cos(β ln(x))

y₂(x) = x� sin(β ln(x))

Therefore, the general solution for complex conjugate roots is:

y(x) = x� [C₁ cos(β ln(x)) + C₂ sin(β ln(x))]

Example: Complex Conjugate Roots

Consider the Cauchy-Euler equation: x²y'' + x' + y = 0.

Here, a = 1, b = 1, and c = 1.

The characteristic equation is: 1r² + (1-1)r + 1 = 0, which simplifies to r² + 1 = 0.

The roots are r² = -1, so r = ±i.

In this case, α = 0 and β = 1.

The general solution is:

y(x) = x⁰ [C₁ cos(1 ln(x)) + C₂ sin(1 ln(x))]

y(x) = C₁ cos(ln(x)) + C₂ sin(ln(x))

Solving Non-Homogeneous Cauchy-Euler Equations

When dealing with non-homogeneous Cauchy-Euler equations of the form ax²y'' + bxy' + cy = g(x), where g(x)
≠ 0, the general solution is the sum of the complementary solution (the general solution to the associated
homogeneous equation) and a particular solution to the non-homogeneous equation.

The complementary solution, y_c(x), is found using the methods described previously for homogeneous Cauchy-
Euler equations. The challenge lies in finding the particular solution, y_p(x).

Two common methods for finding y_p(x) are:

Method of Undetermined Coefficients: This method is applicable when g(x) is of a specific form, such as
polynomials, exponentials, sines, or cosines, or combinations thereof. It involves assuming a form for
y_p(x) with unknown coefficients and substituting it into the non-homogeneous equation to solve for
these coefficients.

Method of Variation of Parameters: This is a more general method that can be used for any form of g(x).
It involves modifying the fundamental solutions of the homogeneous equation to find a particular
solution.

Example: Non-Homogeneous Cauchy-Euler Equation

Consider the non-homogeneous Cauchy-Euler equation: x²y'' - 2xy' + 2y = x³.

First, we find the complementary solution for the homogeneous equation x²y'' - 2xy' + 2y = 0.

The characteristic equation is r² + (-2-1)r + 2 = 0, which is r² - 3r + 2 = 0.

Factoring gives (r-1)(r-2) = 0, with roots r₁ = 1 and r₂ = 2.



The complementary solution is y_c(x) = C₁x¹ + C₂x².

Now, we find a particular solution. Since g(x) = x³ is a polynomial, we can use the method of undetermined
coefficients. We assume y_p(x) = Ax³. Note that x³ is not a solution to the homogeneous equation, so we
don't need to multiply by powers of x. However, if the right-hand side included terms that were solutions to
the homogeneous equation, we would need to modify our assumption.

y_p'(x) = 3Ax²

y_p''(x) = 6Ax

Substitute into the non-homogeneous equation:

x²(6Ax) - 2x(3Ax²) + 2(Ax³) = x³

6Ax³ - 6Ax³ + 2Ax³ = x³

2Ax³ = x³

Equating coefficients, 2A = 1, so A = 1/2.

The particular solution is y_p(x) = (1/2)x³.

The general solution is y(x) = y_c(x) + y_p(x):

y(x) = C₁x + C₂x² + (1/2)x³

Practical Applications of Cauchy-Euler Differential Equations

The mathematical elegance of Cauchy-Euler differential equations translates into numerous practical
applications across various scientific and engineering disciplines. Their ability to model phenomena with radially
symmetric properties or situations where parameters change with distance makes them invaluable.

Some key areas where these equations find application include:

Physics: They are frequently used in problems involving electrostatic potentials in spherical or
cylindrical coordinates, heat conduction in objects with varying radii, and fluid dynamics. For instance,
the potential distribution around a spherical charge distribution can be described by a Cauchy-Euler
equation.

Engineering: In mechanical engineering, they can model the bending of beams with variable cross-sections or
the stress distribution in rotating disks. In electrical engineering, they might appear in the analysis of
transmission lines with distributed parameters.

Economics: Certain economic models, particularly those dealing with growth and decay rates that are
not constant over time, can be formulated using these types of equations.

Biology: Models of population dynamics or the spread of diseases in spatially varying environments may
also involve Cauchy-Euler differential equations.

The ability to derive analytical solutions for these equations provides deep insights into the behavior of the
systems they represent, allowing for prediction, optimization, and design. The understanding of the
characteristic roots and their impact on the solution behavior is crucial for interpreting these real-world
phenomena.



FAQ

Q: What is the general form of a Cauchy-Euler differential equation?
A: The general form of a linear n-th order Cauchy-Euler differential equation is:
a�xⁿy⁽ⁿ⁾ + a�₋₁xⁿ⁻¹y⁽ⁿ⁻¹⁾ + ... + a₁xy' + a₀y = g(x),
where a� are constants and x is the independent variable, typically considered positive.

Q: How do you solve a homogeneous Cauchy-Euler differential equation?
A: The primary method for solving homogeneous Cauchy-Euler equations is by assuming a solution of the form
y = x�. Substituting this into the equation leads to a characteristic polynomial in r. The nature of the roots
of this polynomial (real and distinct, real and equal, or complex conjugates) determines the form of the general
solution.

Q: What happens if the roots of the characteristic equation are real and
distinct for a Cauchy-Euler equation?
A: If the characteristic equation has two distinct real roots, r₁ and r₂, the general solution for a second-
order homogeneous Cauchy-Euler equation is y(x) = C₁x�¹ + C₂x�².

Q: How is the solution formed when the Cauchy-Euler characteristic
equation has a repeated real root?
A: When the characteristic equation has a repeated real root, r, the general solution for a second-order
homogeneous Cauchy-Euler equation is y(x) = C₁x� + C₂x� ln(x).

Q: What is the solution form for complex conjugate roots in a Cauchy-
Euler equation?
A: If the characteristic equation has complex conjugate roots r = α ± iβ, the general solution for a second-
order homogeneous Cauchy-Euler equation is y(x) = x� [C₁ cos(β ln(x)) + C₂ sin(β ln(x))].

Q: Can you solve non-homogeneous Cauchy-Euler equations using the same
characteristic equation method?
A: The characteristic equation method is used to find the complementary solution (the solution to the
associated homogeneous equation). For the particular solution of a non-homogeneous Cauchy-Euler equation,
methods like undetermined coefficients or variation of parameters are employed.

Q: Are there any restrictions on the independent variable x when solving
Cauchy-Euler equations?
A: Yes, the standard assumption is that x > 0, as this ensures that x� is well-defined for real r. If solutions
are needed for x < 0, the solutions are often expressed using absolute values, such as |x|�.



Q: Why are Cauchy-Euler differential equations important in applications?
A: Cauchy-Euler equations are important because they can model systems with radially symmetric properties
or situations where parameters change with distance, which are common in physics, engineering, and other
scientific fields.

Cauchy Euler Differential Equation Examples

Cauchy Euler Differential Equation Examples

Related Articles
career opportunities in forensic anthropology
causal inference for causal inference applications in retail
cash flow management in revenue forecasting

Back to Home

http://chem.study/textbooks-018/cauchy-euler-differential-equation-examples.pdf
http://chem.study/textbooks-018/career-opportunities-in-forensic-anthropology.pdf
http://chem.study/textbooks-018/causal-inference-for-causal-inference-applications-in-retail.pdf
http://chem.study/textbooks-018/cash-flow-management-in-revenue-forecasting.pdf
http://chem.study

