CAT VETERINARY TERMS

THE EssenTiAL GUIDE TO UNDERSTANDING CAT VETERINARY TERMS

CAT VETERINARY TERMS CAN OFTEN FEEL LIKE A FOREIGN LANGUAGE WHEN YOUR FELINE FRIEND IS UNWELL. NAVIGATING A
VETERINARY VISIT, UNDERSTANDING DIAGNOSTIC REPORTS, OR EVEN DECIPHERING MEDICATION LABELS CAN BE OVERWHELMING
WITHOUT A BASIC GRASP OF THE TERMINOLOGY USED. THIS COMPREHENSIVE GUIDE AIMS TO DEMYSTIFY THESE TERMS,
EMPOWERING CAT OWNERS TO BETTER UNDERSTAND THEIR PET'S HEALTH AND COMMUNICATE EFFECTIVELY WITH THEIR
VETERINARIAN. W/E WILL EXPLORE COMMON DIAGNOSTIC TERMS, TREATMENT-RELATED VOCABULARY , AND ESSENTIAL PHRASES
RELATED TO FELINE ANATOMY AND PHYSIOLOGY. BY UNDERSTANDING THESE BUILDING BLOCKS, YOU CAN BECOME A MORE
INFORMED ADVOCATE FOR YOUR CAT'S WELL-BEING.
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UNDERSTANDING COMMON DIAGNOSTIC TERMS

W/HEN YOUR CAT IS EXPERIENCING HEALTH ISSUES, YOUR VETERINARIAN WILL LIKELY USE A VARIETY OF DIAGNOSTIC TERMS TO
EXPLAIN WHAT THEY FIND. THESE TERMS REFER TO THE METHODS USED TO IDENTIFY THE CAUSE OF THE ILLNESS OR CONDITION,
AS WELL AS THE FINDINGS THEMSELVES. A CLEAR UNDERSTANDING OF THESE DIAGNOSTIC TERMS IS CRUCIAL FOR GRASPING THE
FULL PICTURE OF YOUR CAT'S HEALTH STATUS AND THE PROPOSED TREATMENT PLAN.

DiAGNOSTIC IMAGING TERMS

IMAGING TECHNIQUES ALLOW VETERINARIANS TO VISUALIZE THE INTERNAL STRUCTURES OF YOUR CAT’S BODY. THESE ARE NON-
INVASIVE OR MINIMALLY INVASIVE METHODS THAT PROVIDE INVALUABLE INFORMATION FOR DIAGNOSIS.

* RADIOGRAPH: COMMONLY KNOWN AS AN X‘RAY, THIS USES RADIATION TO CREATE IMAGES OF BONES, ORGANS, AND
OTHER INTERNAL STRUCTURES. RADIOGRAPHS ARE VITAL FOR DETECTING FRACTURES, FOREIGN BODIES, ORGAN
ENLARGEMENT, AND CERTAIN TYPES OF TUMORS.

¢ ULTRASOUND (SONOGRAPHY)I THIS USES SOUND WAVES TO CREATE REAL-TIME IMAGES OF SOFT TISSUES AND
ORGANS. |T IS PARTICULARLY USEFUL FOR EXAMINING THE ABDOMEN, HEART (ECHOCARDIOGRAPHY)/ AND DETECTING
FLUID ACCUMULATION OR MASSES.

¢ CoMPUTED TOMOGRAPHY (CT SCAN)Z A MORE ADVANCED IMAGING TECHNIQUE THAT USES X-RAYS FROM MULTIPLE
ANGLES TO CREATE CROSS-SECTIONAL IMAGES OF THE BODY. CT SCANS PROVIDE MORE DETAILED VIEWS THAN
STANDARD RADIOGRAPHS, ESPECIALLY FOR COMPLEX STRUCTURES LIKE THE BRAIN OR CHEST.

o MAGNETIC RESONANCE IMAGING (MRI): THIS TECHNIQUE USES MAGNETIC FIELDS AND RADIO WAVES TO PRODUCE HIGHLY
DETAILED IMAGES OF SOFT TISSUES. MR| IS OFTEN USED FOR NEUROLOGICAL ISSUES/ SPINAL CORD PROBLEMS, AND
ASSESSING SOFT TISSUE ABNORMALITIES IN AREAS LIKE THE BRAIN OR JOINTS.



LABORATORY TEST TERMINOLOGY

BLoob WORK, URINALYSIS, AND OTHER LABORATORY TESTS PROVIDE CRITICAL INFORMATION ABOUT YOUR CAT’S INTERNAL
ORGAN FUNCTION, IMMUNE STATUS, AND THE PRESENCE OF INFECTIONS OR DISEASES.

CoMmpLETE BLoob CouNT (CBC): THIS TEST ANALYZES THE DIFFERENT TYPES OF BLOOD CELLS: RED BLOOD CELLS
(ERYTHROCYTES), WHITE BLOOD CELLS (LEUKOCYTES), AND PLATELETS (THROMBOCYTES). T HELPS DIAGNOSE ANEMIA,
INFECTIONS, INFLAMMATION, AND CLOTTING DISORDERS.

BLoob CHEMISTRY PANEL: THIS ANALYZES VARIOUS CHEMICAL SUBSTANCES IN THE BLOOD, SUCH AS ENZYMES,
ELECTROLYTES, AND HORMONES. |T ASSESSES ORGAN FUNCTION (LIVER, KIDNEYS), BLOOD SUGAR LEVELS, AND
ELECTROLYTE BALANCE.

URINALYSIS: THIS EXAMINATION OF A URINE SAMPLE CAN REVEAL SIGNS OF KIDNEY DISEASE, URINARY TRACT INFECTIONS,
DIABETES, AND OTHER METABOLIC DISORDERS. |T EVALUATES PHYSICAL CHARACTERISTICS, CHEMICAL COMPOSITION, AND
MICROSCOPIC ELEMENTS.

BloPsY: THE REMOVAL AND EXAMINATION OF A SMALL SAMPLE OF TISSUE FROM A SUSPICIOUS AREA, OFTEN TO
DIAGNOSE CANCER OR INFLAMMATORY CONDITIONS.

CYTOLOGY: THE EXAMINATION OF INDIVIDUAL CELLS, OFTEN COLLECTED VIA FINE-NEEDLE ASPIRATION, TO DIAGNOSE
VARIOUS CONDITIONS INCLUDING TUMORS AND INFECTIONS.

ComMMonNLY DiAGNOSED CONDITIONS AND FINDINGS

VETERINARIANS USE SPECIFIC TERMS TO DESCRIBE THE DISEASES AND ABNORMALITIES THEY IDENTIFY IN CATS. FAMILIARIZING
YOURSELF WITH THESE CAN REDUCE ANXIETY DURING A DIAGNOSIS.

INFLAMMATION: A LOCALIZED PHYSICAL CONDITION IN WHICH PART OF THE BODY BECOMES REDDENED, SWOLLEN, HOT,
AND OFTEN PAINFUL, ESPECIALLY AS A REACTION TO INJURY OR INFECTION.

INFECTION: THE INVASION AND MULTIPLICATION OF PATHOGENIC MICROORGANISMS IN BODY TISSUES.

NEOPLASIA: THE ABNORMAL GROWTH OF CELLS, WHICH CAN BE BENIGN (NON‘CANCEROUS) OR MALIGNANT (CANCEROUS).
EDEMA: THE MEDICAL TERM FOR SWELLING CAUSED BY EXCESS FLUID TRAPPED IN THE BODY'S TISSUES.

HYPOTHERMIA: A DANGEROUSLY LOW BODY TEMPERATURE.

HYPERTHERMIA: A DANGEROUSLY HIGH BODY TEMPERATURE, OFTEN REFERRED TO AS HEATSTROKE.

DEHYDRATION: A CONDITION THAT OCCURS WHEN THE BODY LOSES MORE FLUID THAN IT TAKES IN.

Key TErRMS IN FELINE MEDICAL TREATMENTS

ONCE A DIAGNOSIS IS MADE, YOUR VETERINARIAN WILL DISCUSS TREATMENT OPTIONS. UNDERSTANDING THE TERMINOLOGY
ASSOCIATED WITH THESE TREATMENTS WILL HELP YOU FOLLOW THROUGH WITH CARE AT HOME AND ENSURE YOUR CAT
RECEIVES THE BEST POSSIBLE OUTCOME.



MEDICATION AND ADMINISTRATION T ERMS

THE WAY MEDICATIONS ARE GIVEN AND DESCRIBED IS CRUCIAL FOR EFFECTIVE TREATMENT.

® DoOSAGE: THE AMOUNT OF A MEDICATION TO BE ADMINISTERED AT ONE TIME.
L4 FEEQUENCY: How OFTEN THE MEDICATION SHOULD BE GIVEN (E.G., ONCE DAILY, TWICE DAILY).

* ROUTE OF ADMINISTRATION: THE METHOD BY WHICH A DRUG IS ADMINISTERED, SUCH AS ORAL (BY MOUTH), TOPICAL
(oN THE SKIN), INECTABLE (GIVEN VIA NEEDLE), OR INTRAVENOUS (INTO A VEIN).

® ANTIBIOTICS: MEDICATIONS USED TO TREAT BACTERIAL INFECTIONS.

® ANTIFUNGALS: MEDICATIONS USED TO TREAT FUNGAL INFECTIONS.

® ANTIVIRALS: MEDICATIONS USED TO TREAT VIRAL INFECTIONS.

® ANTI-INFLAMMATORIES: MEDICATIONS THAT REDUCE INFLAMMATION AND PAIN.
® ANALGESICS: MEDICATIONS THAT RELIEVE PAIN.

o PALLIATIVE CARE: TREATMENT FOCUSED ON RELIEVING SYMPTOMS AND IMPROVING QUALITY OF LIFE, RATHER THAN
CURING THE UNDERLYING DISEASE.

SURGICAL AND ProcEDURAL TERMS

MANY CONDITIONS REQUIRE SURGICAL INTERVENTION OR SPECIFIC MEDICAL PROCEDURES.
® ANESTHESIA: A STATE OF CONTROLLED, TEMPORARY LOSS OF SENSATION OR AW ARENESS INDUCED BY ANESTHETIC
DRUGS, USED TO ALLOW FOR MEDICAL PROCEDURES.

® SEDATION: THE USE OF MEDICATION TO CALM OR REDUCE ANXIETY IN A PATIENT, OFTEN USED FOR MINOR PROCEDURES
OR TO FACILITATE HANDLING.

¢ SPAY (OVAEIOHYSTERECTOMY)Z SURGICAL REMOVAL OF THE OVARIES AND UTERUS IN FEMALE CATS, PREVENTING
REPRODUCTION AND ELIMINATING THE RISK OF UTERINE AND OV ARIAN CANCERS.

¢ NEUTER (ORCHIECTOMY)Z SURGICAL REMOVAL OF THE TESTICLES IN MALE CATS, PREVENTING REPRODUCTION AND
REDUCING CERTAIN BEHAVIORAL ISSUES.

® BioPsY: AS MENTIONED IN DIAGNOSTICS, THIS IS ALSO A PROCEDURE PERFORMED TO OBTAIN TISSUE FOR EXAMINATION.

* ENDOSCOPY: A PROCEDURE THAT USES A FLEXIBLE TUBE WITH A CAMERA (ENDOSCOPE) TO EXAMINE THE INSIDE OF THE
BODY, SUCH AS THE GASTROINTESTINAL TRACT OR AIRWAYS.

o FLUID THErAPY (IV FLUIDS): ADMINISTRATION OF INTRAVENOUS FLUIDS TO CORRECT DEHYDRATION, ELECTROLYTE
IMBALANCES, OR PROVIDE NUTRITIONAL SUPPORT.



REHABILITATION AND SUPPORTIVE CARE TERMS

POST-TREATMENT CARE IS JUST AS IMPORTANT AS THE INITIAL INTERVENTION.

CONVALESCENCE: THE PERIOD OF RECOVERY AFTER AN ILLNESS OR OPERATION.

PHYSICAL THERAPY: THERAPEUTIC EXERCISES AND TECHNIQUES TO HELP RESTORE MOBILITY AND FUNCTION AFTER INJURY
OR SURGERY.

NUTRITIONAL SUPPORT: SPECIALIZED DIETS OR FEEDING METHODS TO PROVIDE ADEQUATE NUTRITION FOR A SICK OR
RECOVERING CAT.

MONITORING: REGULAR OBSERVATION AND ASSESSMENT OF A PATIENT'S CONDITION AND RESPONSE TO TREATMENT.

ANATOMICAL AND PHYSIOLOGICAL TERMINOLOGY FOR CATS

UNDERST ANDING BASIC FELINE ANATOMY AND HOW THEIR BODIES FUNCTION CAN HELP YOU BETTER UNDERSTAND YOUR
VETERINARIAN'S EXPLANATIONS AND OBSERVE YOUR CAT FOR SUBTLE SIGNS OF ILLNESS.

Boby SysTeMs AND ORGANS

CATS, LIKE MANY MAMMALS, SHARE MANY COMMON BODY SYSTEMS.

CARDIOVASCULAR SYSTEM: INCLUDES THE HEART AND BLOOD VESSELS, RESPONSIBLE FOR CIRCULATING BLOOD
THROUGHOUT THE BODY.

RESPIRATORY SYSTEM: INCLUDES THE LUNGS AND AIRWAYS, RESPONSIBLE FOR BREATHING AND GAS EXCHANGE.

GASTROINTESTINAL SYSTEM: INCLUDES THE STOMACH, INTESTINES, LIVER, AND PANCREAS, RESPONSIBLE FOR DIGESTION
AND NUTRIENT ABSORPTION.

URINARY SYSTEM: INCLUDES THE KIDNEYS, URETERS, BLADDER, AND URETHRA , RESPONSIBLE FOR FILTERING WASTE AND
PRODUCING URINE.

NERVOUS SYSTEM: INCLUDES THE BRAIN, SPINAL CORD, AND NERVES, RESPONSIBLE FOR CONTROL AND COMMUNICATION
WITHIN THE BODY.

MUSCULOSKELETAL SYSTEM: INCLUDES BONES, MUSCLES, AND JOINTS, RESPONSIBLE FOR MOVEMENT AND SUPPORT.

INTEGUMENTARY SYSTEM: INCLUDES THE SKIN, FUR, AND CLAWS, PROVIDING PROTECTION AND SENSORY INPUT.

CoMMON PHYSIOLOGICAL STATES AND PROCESSES

THESE TERMS DESCRIBE NORMAL BODILY FUNCTIONS AND STATES THAT MIGHT BE DISCUSSED IN RELATION TO YOUR CAT'S
HEALTH.



® METABOLISM: THE CHEMICAL PROCESSES THAT OCCUR WITHIN A LIVING ORGANISM IN ORDER TO MAINTAIN LIFE.

* HOMEOSTASIS: THE TENDENCY OF A SYSTEM TO MAINTAIN INTERNAL STABILITY OR BALANCE, DESPITE EXTERNAL
CONDITIONS.

o CIRCULATION: THE MOVEMENT OF BLOOD THROUGH THE BODY.
® RESPIRATION: THE PROCESS OF BREATHING IN OXYGEN AND EXHALING CARBON DIOXIDE.

® DIGESTION: THE PROCESS BY WHICH FOOD IS BROKEN DOWN INTO SIMPLER SUBSTANCES THAT CAN BE ABSORBED AND
ASSIMILATED.

o EXCRETION: THE PROCESS OF ELIMINATING WASTE PRODUCTS FROM THE BODY.

UNDERSTANDING BEHAVIOURAL AND GENERAL HEALTH TERMS

BEYOND SPECIFIC MEDICAL CONDITIONS, GENERAL HEALTH AND BEHAVIORAL TERMS ARE FREQUENTLY USED BY VETERINARIANS AND
PET OWNERS.

GENERAL HEALTH INDICATORS

THESE TERMS DESCRIBE OVERALL WELL-BEING.

VITAL SIGNS: KEY INDICATORS OF A PATIENT'S HEALTH, INCLUDING TEMPERATURE, PULSE RATE, RESPIRATION RATE, AND
BLOOD PRESSURE.

® PROGNOSIS: THE LIKELY COURSE OF A DISEASE OR AILMENT, THE CHANCE OF RECOVERY.

LETHARGY: A STATE OF TIREDNESS, LACK OF ENERGY, OR SLUGGISHNESS.

APPETITE: THE DESIRE TO EAT. CHANGES IN APPETITE, SUCH AS ANOREXIA (LACK OF APPETITE) OR POLYPHAGIA
(EXCESSIVE APPETITE), CAN BE SIGNIFICANT HEALTH INDICATORS.

® HYDRATION: THE STATE OF HAVING AN ADEQUATE AMOUNT OF FLUID IN THE BODY TISSUES.

CoMMON BeHAVIORAL OBSERVATIONS

UNDERST ANDING BEHAVIORAL TERMS HELPS DESCRIBE HOW YOUR CAT IS FEELING AND ACTING.

® VOCALIZATION: THE ACT OF MAKING SOUNDS, SUCH AS MEOWING, PURRING, HISSING, OR GROWLING.

GROOMING: THE SELF-CLEANING BEHAVIOR OF CATS. CHANGES IN GROOMING HABITS CAN INDICATE ILLNESS OR DISTRESS.

LiTTerR Box HABITS: THE REGULAR USE OF THE LITTER BOX. ALTERATIONS IN THESE HABITS CAN SIGNAL URINARY
TRACT ISSUES OR BEHAVIORAL PROBLEMS.

® AGITATION: A STATE OF BEING DISTURBED, EXCITED, OR NERVOUS.



e APATHY: A LACK OF INTEREST, ENTHUSIASM, OR CONCERN.

BY FAMILIARIZING YOURSELF WITH THESE COMMON CAT VETERINARY TERMS, YOU CAN APPROACH VETERINARY APPOINTMENTS
WITH GREATER CONFIDENCE. THIS KNOWLEDGE EMPOWERS YOU TO ASK INFORMED QUESTIONS, UNDERSTAND DIAGNOSES MORE
THOROUGHLY, AND COLLABORATE MORE EFFECTIVELY WITH YOUR VETERINARIAN TO ENSURE YOUR BELOVED FELINE COMPANION
RECEIVES THE BEST POSSIBLE CARE THROUGHOUT THEIR LIFE. REMEMBER, YOUR VETERINARIAN IS YOUR BEST RESOURCE, AND
DON'T HESITATE TO ASK FOR CLARIFICATION ON ANY TERM YOU DON'T UNDERSTAND.

FAQ

Q: WHAT I1s THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN A CBC AND A BLOOD CHEMISTRY PANELP

A: A CompLETE BLoob CouNT (CBC) FOCUSES ON THE CELLULAR COMPONENTS OF THE BLOOD, SUCH AS RED BLOOD CELLS,
WHITE BLOOD CELLS, AND PLATELETS, PROVIDING INSIGHTS INTO ANEMIA, INFECTION, AND CLOTTING. A BLOOD CHEMISTRY
PANEL, ON THE OTHER HAND, ANALYZES THE CHEMICAL SUBSTANCES IN THE BLOOD, INCLUDING ENZYMES, ELECTROLYTES, AND
WASTE PRODUCTS, TO ASSESS ORGAN FUNCTION (LIKE KIDNEYS AND LIVER), BLOOD SUGAR, AND ELECTROLYTE BALANCE.

Q: WHY WOULD A VETERINARIAN RECOMMEND A BIOPSY FOR MY CAT?

A: A VETERINARIAN RECOMMENDS A BIOPSY WHEN THERE IS A SUSPICIOUS LUMP, LESION, OR ABNORMAL TISSUE THAT NEEDS TO
BE EXAMINED MICROSCOPICALLY. THIS PROCEDURE INVOLVES TAKING A SMALL SAMPLE OF THE TISSUE TO DETERMINE IF IT IS
BENIGN, MALIGNANT (CANCEROUS)/ OR INDICATIVE OF A SPECIFIC INFLAMMATORY OR INFECTIOUS CONDITION, WHICH IS CRUCIAL
FOR ACCURATE DIAGNOSIS AND TREATMENT PLANNING.

Q: WHAT DOES “PROGNOSIS” MEAN IN VETERINARY MEDICINE?

A: PROGNOSIS REFERS TO THE VETERINARIAN'S EDUCATED PREDICTION OF THE LIKELY OUTCOME OF A DISEASE OR CONDITION FOR
YOUR CAT. |T CONSIDERS THE SPECIFIC DIAGNOSIS, THE CAT'S OVERALL HEALTH, THE SEVERITY OF THE ILLNESS, AND THE
AVAILABLE TREATMENT OPTIONS. A GOOD PROGNOSIS INDICATES A HIGH LIKELIHOOD OF RECOVERY, WHILE A GUARDED OR POOR
PROGNOSIS SUGGESTS A LESS FAVORABLE OUTCOME.

Q: IF MY CAT IS DIAGNOSED WITH “NEOPLASIA,” WHAT SHOULD | EXPECT?

A: NEOPLASIA IS THE MEDICAL TERM FOR ABNORMAL CELL GROWTH, WHICH CAN BE BENIGN (NON‘CANCEROUS) OR MALIGNANT
(CANCEROUS). IF YOUR CAT IS DIAGNOSED WITH NEOPLASIA, THE VETERINARIAN WILL LIKELY RECOMMEND FURTHER DIAGNOSTIC
TESTS TO DETERMINE THE TYPE, STAGE, AND LOCATION OF THE GROW TH. TREATMENT OPTIONS WILL VARY WIDELY DEPENDING
ON WHETHER IT IS BENIGN OR MALIGNANT AND MAY INCLUDE SURGERY, CHEMOTHERAPY , RADIATION THERAPY, OR PALLIATIVE
CARE.

Q: WHAT ARE “VITAL SIGNS” AND WHY ARE THEY IMPORTANT FOR MY CAT'S HEALTH?

A: VITAL SIGNS ARE BASIC PHYSIOLOGICAL MEASUREMENTS THAT INDICATE A CAT'S IMMEDIATE HEALTH STATUS. THEY
TYPICALLY INCLUDE BODY TEMPERATURE, HEART RATE (PULSE), RESPIRATORY RATE, AND SOMETIMES BLOOD PRESSURE.
DEVIATIONS FROM NORMAL VITAL SIGNS CAN BE EARLY INDICATORS OF ILLNESS, PAIN, OR STRESS, AND THEY ARE CRUCIAL FOR
VETERINARIANS TO ASSESS A CAT'S CONDITION DURING EXAMINATIONS AND MONITOR THEIR RESPONSE TO TREATMENT.



QZ \WHAT IS THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN SPAYING AND NEUTERING?

A: SPAYING, ALSO KNOWN AS OVARIOHYSTERECTOMY, IS THE SURGICAL PROCEDURE TO REMOVE THE OVARIES AND UTERUS IN
FEMALE CATS, PREVENTING PREGNANCY AND ELIMINATING THE RISK OF UTERINE AND OV ARIAN DISEASES. NEUTERING, OR
ORCHIECTOMY, IS THE SURGICAL PROCEDURE TO REMOVE THE TESTICLES IN MALE CATS, PREVENTING REPRODUCTION AND
REDUCING CERTAIN UNDESIRABLE BEHAVIORS ASSOCIATED WITH MALE CATS.

Q: WHEN WOULD A VETERINARIAN USE “SEDATION” VERSUS “ANESTHESIA” FOR MY
CAT?

A: SEDATION IS USED TO CALM OR REDUCE ANXIETY IN A CAT, OFTEN FOR MINOR PROCEDURES LIKE GROOMING, NAIL TRIMS, OR
SOME DIAGNOSTIC SAMPLE COLLECTIONS, WHERE THE CAT REMAINS CONSCIOUS BUT RELAXED. ANESTHESIA INVOLVES A DEEPER
LEVEL OF UNCONSCIOUSNESS AND LOSS OF SENSATION, TYPICALLY USED FOR MORE INVASIVE OR PAINFUL SURGICAL
PROCEDURES TO ENSURE THE CAT FEELS NO PAIN AND REMAINS STILL.

Q: WHAT DOES IT MEAN IF MY CAT IS EXPERIENCING “LETHARGY"'?

A: LETHARGY IN CATS REFERS TO A STATE OF UNUSUAL TIREDNESS, LACK OF ENERGY, AND DECREASED ACTIVITY. WHILE CATS
NATURALLY HAVE PERIODS OF REST, EXCESSIVE LETHARGY, ESPECIALLY WHEN ACCOMPANIED BY OTHER SYMPTOMS LIKE POOR

APPETITE OR RELUCTANCE TO MOVE, CAN BE A SIGNIFICANT SIGN THAT SOMETHING IS WRONG, INDICATING POTENTIAL ILLNESS,

PAIN, OR DISTRESS.

Q: CAN YOU EXPLAIN “HOMEOSTASIS” IN THE CONTEXT OF FELINE HEALTH?

A: HOMEOSTASIS IS THE BODY'S ABILITY TO MAINTAIN A STABLE INTERNAL ENVIRONMENT DESPITE EXTERNAL CHANGES. FOR
EXAMPLE, A CAT'S BODY WORKS TO KEEP ITS TEMPERATURE, BLOOD SUGAR, AND FLUID BALANCE WITHIN A NARROW , HEALTHY
RANGE. WHEN A CAT IS SICK, ITS ABILITY TO MAINTAIN HOMEOSTASIS CAN BE COMPROMISED, LEADING TO SYMPTOMS LIKE
FEVER, DEHYDRATION, OR ELECTROLYTE IMBALANCES.

Q: WHAT ARE COMMON SIGNS OF “DEHYDRATION" IN CATS THAT | SHOULD WATCH
FOR?

A: SIGNS OF DEHYDRATION IN CATS CAN INCLUDE LETHARGY, SUNKEN EYES, DRY GUMS, AND A DECREASED SKIN ELASTICITY (IF
YOU GENTLY PULL UP THE SKIN ON THEIR BACK, IT SHOULD SNAP BACK QUICKLY; IF IT STAYS TENTED, THEY ARE LIKELY
DEHYDRATED). OTHER SIGNS CAN INCLUDE A REDUCED OR ABSENT APPETITE AND DECREASED URINATION. PROMPT VETERINARY
ATTENTION IS NECESSARY IF YOU SUSPECT DEHYDRATION.
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